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KIM CLIJSTERS
Australian Open Champion 2011
US Open Champion 2010, 2009, 2005
Wimbledon Doubles Champion 2003
French Open Doubles Champion 2003
One of only five players to hold #1 world
ranking in singles and doubles, simultaneously.
Unstoppable.
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WELCOME TO THE

O

n behalf of the United States Tennis Association, it is my pleasure to welcome you to the USTA Billie Jean King National
Tennis Center and the 2011 US Open.
The US Open is always a great show, but more importantly, it also is a grand showcase for all that is wonderful about our
sport. This tournament provides not only a stage upon which tennis’ greatest players exhibit their individual brilliance, but also a
platform on which tennis ascends to the forefront of this country’s collective sports conscious. Indeed, this is a time when it seems
everyone is talking tennis. More people watch and more people play. For these two weeks, the spotlight that
shines upon this remarkable event illuminates our sport brilliantly for the whole world to see—and enjoy.
With more than 700,000 fans visiting each year, the US Open is the highest-attended annual sporting event
in the world. The event annually brings together the best in tennis—superb athletes, phenomenal corporate
sponsors, passionate fans, celebrities and lots of fun. As the caretakers of this world-class event, all of us at
the USTA are committed to making each year’s tournament better than the last. We want your US Open
experience to be unlike any other because, surely, the US Open is an event unlike any other. Whether you’re
here for just one day or the entire two weeks, we want you to carry the memories with you for years.
It’s important to note that your support of the US Open helps to grow the sport of tennis at every level in
this country, as the revenues generated by this event go directly toward helping the USTA fulfill its mission: “To
promote and develop the growth of tennis.” The dollars generated during these two weeks help fund the USTA’s many programs in
countless communities throughout the U.S. for people of all ages, backgrounds and ability levels. In short, your support of this event helps
us to grow the game’s grass roots and make tennis the sport of opportunity for more people. In 2010 alone, we directed approximately
$50 million to communities across America to build and expand public tennis courts, fund scholarships and grants, offer tutoring,
support programs, and provide racquets and balls to youth.
I know that you will enjoy your US Open experience, and I sincerely hope that your visit here will inspire you to pick up a racquet and
make tennis a part of your life—as well as the lives of your family members and friends! On behalf of all the dedicated volunteers and staff
of the USTA, I thank you for your support of this event and, through it, your support of the growth of tennis in the United States. Have a
great time at the 2011 US Open!

Jon Vegosen
Chairman of the Board and President
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Tennis’ leading expert? Data.

IBM, the IBM logo, ibm.com, Smarter Planet and the planet icon are trademarks of International Business Machines Corp., registered in many jurisdictions worldwide. Other product and service names
might be trademarks of IBM or other companies. A current list of IBM trademarks is available on the Web at www.ibm.com/legal/copytrade.shtml. © International Business Machines Corporation 2011.

What happens when you analyze over 39 million data points across five years of Grand Slam® tournaments?
You see patterns. You gain insights. You get deeper inside the game. New for the 2011 US Open, IBM is
using predictive analytics to determine the most statistically crucial categories in which each player must
excel to be at the top of their game. Find out your favorite player’s best strategy for success before every
match by viewing the Keys to the Match at usopen.org/ibm. Let’s build a smarter planet.
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Dear Friends:
Welcome to the 2011 US Open!
Sports are a big part of the fabric of New York life, and our City is proud to be the home
of the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center, Arthur Ashe Stadium and Louis
Armstrong Stadium. Every summer, the world’s best tennis players come here to compete
in the world’s best tennis facilities—and in front of more than 700,000 knowledgeable
and passionate fans. Some come from every corner of the globe, while others hop on the
Number 7 Train from across town to experience the energy and excitement of the United
States Tennis Association’s signature event. Once again, we look forward to seeing which
competitors will earn this year’s trophies, as well as the athletic immortality that comes
with becoming a champion here on the world’s greatest stage.
On behalf of all New Yorkers, I offer my best wishes for another wonderful Open.

Sincerely,

Getty Images for USTA

Michael R. Bloomberg
Mayor
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CONTENTS
32 First Serve

116 Impact Players

Make the most of your visit to the 2011 US Open with this fan-friendly
guide to the tournament’s many events and attractions throughout
the grounds. BY RICK RENNERT

A decade after their historic meeting in the US Open final, the
Williams sisters’ footprints are all over tennis. BY ANDREW LAWRENCE

78 World of Talent

Tennis’ top players are turning to serious fitness training programs to
help raise their game to the highest level. BY PETER BODO

Al Bello/Getty Images

A deep field of proven performers and promising up-and-comers
arrives in New York in pursuit of the 2011 US Open men’s title.

122 Fitting In

BY NEIL HARMAN

128 We Three Kings

98 A Contest of Wills

The storied history of the ascension to the throne in the Golden Age
of Tennis. BY L. JON WERTHEIM

In a women’s field filled with power hitters, mental strength
promises to be a major factor in deciding who will wear the 2011
US Open crown. BY MATT CRONIN

132 Sweet Caroline
Caroline Wozniacki, the world’s No. 1 player, looks to brighten her
sunny disposition with a title at the US Open. BY ALLEN ST. JOHN
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We focus on streamlining the US Open’s communications.
(Now if only they could help us with our backhand.)
It isn’t enough to just provide fast, reliable document technology and services to the US Open. To ensure
that fans, players, officials and the media have the information they need when they need it, Xerox
upgraded the US Open’s on-site communications with fully networked printing technologies. So they
can focus on what’s really important – delivering the ultimate tennis experience.
Official US Open Sponsor
RealBusiness.com

©2011 XEROX CORPORATION. All rights reserved. XEROX®, XEROX and Design®, and Ready For Real Business are trademarks of Xerox Corporation in the
United States and/or other countries. All other logos, trademarks, registered trademarks or service marks used herein are the property of their respective holders.
Photo credit: Louie Lu

and Ready For Real Business are trademarks of Xerox Corporation in the
U
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CONTENTS
136 Family Matters

162 The Right Chemistry

It is one of the game’s ultimate challenges: trying to raise trophies
while raising kids. BY CINDY SHMERLER

The Bryan brothers are totally committed to one another, which is what
helps distinguish them from other top doubles duos.
BY JOEL DRUCKER

140 Late Bloomer
At age 29, Mardy Fish is just getting started on the finest chapter of
his career. BY STEVE FLINK

144 A Real Head-Turner

David Wagner and Peter Norfolk, the quad division’s premier players,
have become very accustomed to playing each other.
BY SANDRA HARWITT

Known for her unique on-court attire, Bethanie Mattek-Sands is
starting to get attention for her play. BY DOUGLAS ROBSON

171 The Players

148 America’s Sweetheart

Get the key facts and figures on the competitors most likely to have a
major presence at this year’s US Open.

Forty years after stealing the show in her US Open debut, Chris Evert
remains among the most beloved of American champions.

220 Breaking Through

152 The Last Goodbye

The USTA Pro Circuit serves as a building block for players to develop
their games and make it in the professional ranks—and many are
starting to see their hard work pay off. BY AMANDA KORBA

Bjorn Borg and John McEnroe’s final match at the 1981 US Open
marked the end of an era. BY STEPHEN TIGNOR

224 Junior Achievement

156 Champion of Change

In helping American juniors prepare to become world-class players,
USTA Player Development has become well-schooled in cooperation
and collaboration. BY ANDREW LABOVITZ

BY BUD COLLINS

Chris McGrath/Getty Images

166 An Unmatched Rivalry

Andre Agassi helped change the face of the sport—and now
dedicates himself to changing lives. BY JOHN FEINSTEIN

228 The Best Is Yet to Come
Despite a loss to Spain in the 2011 quarterfinals, the U.S. Davis Cup
team has built a deep, versatile squad that is poised for success in the
years ahead. BY E.J. CRAWFORD

256 The Last Word
An “insiders” guide to making the most of your US Open experience.
BY MARK PRESTON
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CONTRIBUTORS
Peter Bodo (Fitting In, p. 120) is a senior editor at Tennis magazine
and author of the Peter Bodo’s TennisWorld blog at TENNIS.com. He has
written several books about tennis, including The Courts of Babylon
(Scribner) and The Clay Ran Red (Diversion).
Bud Collins (America’s Sweetheart, p. 146) is an author, Tennis
Channel commentator, columnist for The Boston Globe, and International
Tennis Hall of Fame inductee. His History of Tennis (New Chapter Press)
is the game’s authoritative encyclopedia and record book.
Matt Cronin (A Contest of Wills, p. 96) is a founding partner of
TennisReporters.net and a contributing writer and radio analyst for the
four Grand Slam tournament websites, including USOpen.org. A
columnist for TennisChannel.com, he authored Epic: John McEnroe,
Bjorn Borg, and the Greatest Tennis Season Ever (Wiley).

To promote and develop the growth of tennis.

70 West Red Oak Lane
White Plains, NY 10604-3602
(914) 696-7000
USTA.com

Joel Drucker (The Right Chemistry, p. 160) has covered tennis since
1982. He has written for USTA Magazine, Tennis and Cigar Aficionado, as
well as for ESPN, HBO, CBS and Tennis Channel. Drucker also is author
of Jimmy Connors Saved My Life (SportClassic Books).

Director, Publishing: Rick Rennert
Editorial Director: Mark Preston
Editor/Writer: E.J. Crawford

John Feinstein (Champion of Change, p. 154) is the best-selling
author of more than two dozen books, including A Season on the Brink
(Scribner), A Good Walk Spoiled (Little Brown & Company) and Hard
Courts: Real Life on the Professional Tennis Tours (Random House). He
also is a columnist for The Washington Post and GolfChannel.com

USTA TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS MAGAZINE
2011 US Open Edition, Vol. 61, No. 13
Published every month to serve tennis tournaments throughout
the United States.

Steve Flink (Late Bloomer, p. 138) writes a weekly column for
TennisChannel.com and is working on a follow-up to his 1999 book
The Greatest Matches of the Twentieth Century. A former writer/editor
for World Tennis and Tennis Week magazines, he was inducted into
the Eastern Tennis Hall of Fame in 2010.

Published for the USTA by H. ●. ZIMMAN, Inc.
Publisher: Joshua A. Zimman
Associate Publisher: Adam Scharff
Creative/Production Director: Cheryl A. Lampert
Editor: Andre Christopher
Contributing Editor: John Veneziano
Design/Production: Christina Capobianco, Susan Macdonald, Suzanne Naudin
Senior Vice President, Advertising Sales: Neal Radding
Vice President, Business Development: Paul DeJoie
Distribution Director/Vice President, Advertising Sales: Mark Appleman
Advertising Director: David C. Zimman
Vice President, Advertising Sales: Harriet Miller
Advertising Sales: Jack Barrette, Greg Clements, PSP Sports
Strategic Sales: Eric Douglass
Marketing Consultant: Steven Liebman, Regal Marketing Group Inc.
IT Support: SR Hunt Consulting
Cover Illustration: Jon Lund

Neil Harman (World of Talent, p. 78) is the tennis correspondent for
The Times of London. He also is a former president of the International
Tennis Writers’ Association and received the ATP’s Ron Bookman Media
Excellence Award in 2005.
Sandra Harwitt (An Unmatched Rivalry, p. 164) writes for major
media outlets including ESPN.com, The Associated Press and The
Miami Herald. She also has written for several U.S. tennis magazines.
Andrew Lawrence (Impact Players, p. 114) attended his first
US Open in 2005 as a reporter for Sports Illustrated, fell in love with the
event after that year’s late-night quarterfinal between Andre Agassi and
James Blake, and hasn’t missed a fortnight since.
Douglas Robson (A Real Head-Turner, p. 142) covers tennis for
USA Today and is a contributing editor at Tennis magazine. He writes
for various tennis, business and general interest publications.

All advertising inquiries should be directed to:
H. ●. ZIMMAN, Inc.
Seaport Landing, 152 The Lynnway
Lynn, Massachusetts 01902
East Coast: (781) 598-9230 / Fax (781) 599-4018
West Coast: (415) 456-7193
E-mail: info@hozinc.com / Web site: www.hozimman.com

Cindy Shmerler (Family Matters, p. 134) is an award-winning
journalist and a contributing editor at Tennis magazine. She appears on
ESPN and Tennis Channel, and is covering her 33rd consecutive US Open.

© Copyright 2011 United States Tennis Association Incorporated
No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means without the prior
written permission of the United States Tennis Association Incorporated.

Stephen Tignor (The Last Goodbye, p. 150) is a senior writer at
Tennis magazine and the author of High Strung: Bjorn Borg, John
McEnroe, and the Last Days of Tennis's Golden Age (Harper).

The Empire State Building design is a trademark of Empire State Building Company L.L.C. and is
used with permission. The Chrysler Building and the Chrysler Building Design are trademarks of
TST/TMW 405 Lexington, L.P. and are used with permission.

L. Jon Wertheim (We Three Kings, p.128) is a senior writer at
Sports Illustrated and SI.com. He authored Strokes of Genius: Federer,
Nadal and the Greatest Tennis Match Ever Played (Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt) and Venus Envy (HarperCollins). His work has been
featured in the Best American Sports Writing anthology four times.

Michael Heiman/Getty Images

Allen St. John (Sweet Caroline, p. 130), a New York Times-bestselling
author, is a contributing editor at Tennis magazine and has written about
tennis for the The New York Times Magazine, The Wall Street Journal and
Men’s Journal.
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UNBEATABLE, UNMATCHABLE

UNSTOPPABLE
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There’s something special that drives the players in
the US Open Tennis Championships. From qualifiers
to tour winners, an unstoppable energy transforms top
players like CITIZEN Brand Ambassador Kim Clijsters
into legendary champions in the great sport of tennis.
Citizen Watch Company is proud to be the Official
Timekeeper of the US Open and a USTA Corporate
Champion for the past 19 years.
CITIZEN Eco-Drive watches take power from any
light source to run forever and never need a battery.
In a word... UNSTOPPABLE.
CITIZEN salutes the players and tennis enthusiasts at the
2011 US Open Tennis Championships. Enjoy the matches!

facebook.com/CitizenEcoDrive
twitter.com/CitizenEcoDrive

3:34 PM
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USTA BILLIE JEAN KING NATIONAL TENNIS CENTER

While you’re watching the world’s
largest-attended annual sporting
event, you’re also giving back to
your community. Proceeds from the
US Open go toward funding the
USTA’s mission of promoting and
developing the growth of tennis in
the United States, including:
• Implementing tennis in 2,200
schools nationwide, through physical education and extracurricular
programs benefiting 700,000 kids.
• Providing close to $1 million in
Recreational Tennis Grants to park
and recreation agencies, National
Junior Tennis and Learning
chapters, Community Tennis
Associations and school districts.
• Becoming the first national
governing body of both an Olympic
and a Paralympic sport.
• Bestowing $3 million in college
scholarships and player incentive
awards through USTA Serves to

ARTHUR ASHE STADIUM

middle and high school students,
and $10 million to fund mentoring,
tutoring and nutritional guidance
programs for children and people

Stadium capacity is
approximately 23,700.
Reserved seating
only. You must have
a reserved ticket to enter.

with disabilities.
• Directing $50 million to communities across America to build and
expand public tennis courts, fund

There are more than 6,500
seats in the outer courts.
All seating on outer
courts is on a first-come,
first-served basis.

scholarships and grants, offer
tutoring, and provide racquets,
balls and play opportunities.
Thank you for your continued
support!
LOWER PROMENADE A-O
UPPER PROMENADE P-Z

USOpen.org
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Celebrate. The Perfect Match.

Champagne ©2011 Imported by Moët Hennessy USA, Inc., New York, N.Y. Enjoy Responsibly.
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CHAMPIONS

Year
2010

Men’s Singles
Rafael Nadal

Women’s Singles
Kim Clijsters

Men’s Doubles
Bob Bryan - Mike Bryan

Women’s Doubles
Vania King - Yaroslava Shvedova

Mixed Doubles
Liezel Huber - Bob Bryan

2009
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004
2003
2002
2001
2000

Juan Martin Del Potro
Roger Federer
Roger Federer
Roger Federer
Roger Federer
Roger Federer
Andy Roddick
Pete Sampras
Lleyton Hewitt
Marat Safin

Kim Clijsters
Serena Williams
Justine Henin
Maria Sharapova
Kim Clijsters
Svetlana Kuznetsova
Justine Henin-Hardenne
Serena Williams
Venus Williams
Venus Williams

Lukas Dlouhy - Leander Paes
Bob Bryan - Mike Bryan
Simon Aspelin - Julian Knowle
Martin Damm - Leander Paes
Bob Bryan - Mike Bryan
Mark Knowles - Daniel Nestor
Jonas Bjorkman - Todd Woodbridge
Mahesh Bhupathi - Max Mirnyi
Wayne Black - Kevin Ullyett
Lleyton Hewitt - Max Mirnyi

Serena Williams - Venus Williams
Cara Black - Liezel Huber
Nathalie Dechy - Dinara Safina
Nathalie Dechy - Vera Zvonareva
Lisa Raymond - Samantha Stosur
Virginia Ruano Pascual - Paola Suárez
Virginia Ruano Pascual - Paola Suárez
Virginia Ruano Pascual - Paola Suárez
Lisa Raymond - Rennae Stubbs
Julie Halard-Decugis - Ai Sugiyama

Carly Gullickson - Travis Parrott
Cara Black - Leander Paes
Victoria Azarenka - Max Mirnyi
Martina Navratilova - Bob Bryan
Daniela Hantuchova - Mahesh Bhupathi
Vera Zvonareva - Bob Bryan
Katarina Srebotnik - Bob Bryan
Lisa Raymond - Mike Bryan
Rennae Stubbs - Todd Woodbridge
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario - Jared Palmer

1999
1998
1997
1996
1995
1994
1993
1992
1991
1990

Andre Agassi
Patrick Rafter
Patrick Rafter
Pete Sampras
Pete Sampras
Andre Agassi
Pete Sampras
Stefan Edberg
Stefan Edberg
Pete Sampras

Serena Williams
Lindsay Davenport
Martina Hingis
Steffi Graf
Steffi Graf
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario
Steffi Graf
Monica Seles
Monica Seles
Gabriela Sabatini

Sebastien Lareau - Alex O’Brien
Sandon Stolle - Cyril Suk
Yevgeny Kafelnikov - Daniel Vacek
Todd Woodbridge - Mark Woodforde
Todd Woodbridge - Mark Woodforde
Jacco Eltingh - Paul Haarhuis
Ken Flach - Rick Leach
Jim Grabb - Richey Reneberg
John Fitzgerald - Anders Jarryd
Pieter Aldrich - Danie Visser

Serena Williams - Venus Williams
Martina Hingis - Jana Novotna
Lindsay Davenport - Jana Novotna
Gigi Fernandez - Natasha Zvereva
Gigi Fernandez - Natasha Zvereva
Jana Novotna - Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario - Helena Sukova
Gigi Fernandez - Natalia Zvereva
Pam Shriver - Natalia Zvereva
Gigi Fernandez - Martina Navratilova

Ai Sugiyama - Mahesh Bhupathi
Serena Williams - Max Mirnyi
Manon Bollegraf - Rick Leach
Lisa Raymond - Patrick Galbraith
Meredith McGrath - Matt Lucena
Elna Reinach - Patrick Galbraith
Helena Sukova - Todd Woodbridge
Nicole Provis - Mark Woodforde
Manon Bollegraf - Tom Nijssen
Elizabeth Sayers Smylie - Todd Woodbridge

1989
1988
1987
1986
1985
1984
1983
1982
1981
1980

Boris Becker
Mats Wilander
Ivan Lendl
Ivan Lendl
Ivan Lendl
John McEnroe
Jimmy Connors
Jimmy Connors
John McEnroe
John McEnroe

Steffi Graf
Steffi Graf
Martina Navratilova
Martina Navratilova
Hana Mandlikova
Martina Navratilova
Martina Navratilova
Chris Evert Lloyd
Tracy Austin
Chris Evert

John McEnroe - Mark Woodforde
Sergio Casal - Emilio Sanchez
Stefan Edberg - Anders Jarryd
Andres Gomez - Slobodan Zivojinovic
Ken Flach - Robert Seguso
John Fitzgerald - Tomas Smid
Peter Fleming - John McEnroe
Kevin Curren - Steve Denton
Peter Fleming - John McEnroe
Robert Lutz - Stan Smith

Hana Mandlikova - Martina Navratilova
Gigi Fernandez - Robin White
Martina Navratilova - Pam Shriver
Martina Navratilova - Pam Shriver
Claudia Kohde-Kilsch - Helena Sukova
Martina Navratilova - Pam Shriver
Martina Navratilova - Pam Shriver
Rosemary Casals - Wendy Turnbull
Kathy Jordan - Anne Smith
Billie Jean King - Martina Navratilova

Robin White - Shelby Cannon
Jana Novotna - Jim Pugh
Martina Navratilova - Emilio Sanchez
Raffaella Reggi - Sergio Casal
Martina Navratilova - Heinz Gunthardt
Manuela Maleeva - Tom Gullikson
Elizabeth Sayers - John Fitzgerald
Anne Smith - Kevin Curren
Anne Smith - Kevin Curren
Wendy Turnbull - Marty Riessen

1979
1978
1977
1976
1975
1974
1973
1972
1971
1970

John McEnroe
Jimmy Connors
Guillermo Vilas
Jimmy Connors
Manuel Orantes
Jimmy Connors
John Newcombe
Ilie Nastase
Stan Smith
Ken Rosewall

Tracy Austin
Chris Evert
Chris Evert
Chris Evert
Chris Evert
Billie Jean King
Margaret Smith Court
Billie Jean King
Billie Jean King
Margaret Smith Court

Peter Fleming - John McEnroe
Robert Lutz - Stan Smith
Bob Hewitt - Frew McMillan
Tom Okker - Marty Riessen
Jimmy Connors - Ilie Nastase
Robert Lutz - Stan Smith
Owen Davidson - John Newcombe
Cliff Drysdale - Roger Taylor
John Newcombe - Roger Taylor
Pierre Barthes - Nikki Pilic

Betty Stove - Wendy Turnbull
Billie Jean King - Martina Navratilova
Martina Navratilova - Betty Stove
Delina Boshoff - Ilana Kloss
Margaret Smith Court - Virginia Wade
Rosemary Casals - Billie Jean King
Margaret Smith Court - Virginia Wade
Françoise Dürr - Betty Stove
Rosemary Casals - Judy Tegart Dalton
Margaret Smith Court - Judy Tegart Dalton

Greer Stevens - Bob Hewitt
Betty Stove - Frew McMillan
Betty Stove - Frew McMillan
Billie Jean King - Phil Dent
Rosemary Casals - Richard Stockton
Pam Teeguarden - Geoff Masters
Billie Jean King - Owen Davidson
Margaret Smith Court - Marty Riessen
Billie Jean King - Owen Davidson
Margaret Smith Court - Marty Riessen

1969
1969*
1968
1968*

Rod Laver
Stan Smith
Arthur Ashe
Arthur Ashe

Margaret Smith Court
Margaret Smith Court
Virginia Wade
Margaret Smith Court

Ken Rosewall - Fred Stolle
Richard Crealy - Allan Stone
Robert Lutz - Stan Smith
Robert Lutz - Stan Smith

Françoise Dürr - Darlene Hard
Virginia Wade - Margaret Smith Court
Maria Bueno - Margaret Smith Court
Maria Bueno - Margaret Smith Court

Margaret Smith Court - Marty Riessen
Patti Hogan - Paul Sullivan
Mary Ann Eisel - Peter Curtis

*Denotes amateur tournament. In 1968 and 1969, the USTA conducted both Amateur and Open Championships.
For a complete listing of the U.S. National champions prior to the Open era, log on to USOpen.org or visit the US Open Court of Champions between the South Plaza and Courts 10 and 13.
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Experience
Total Immersion
No matter how you like to enjoy the US Open, American Express
can help you make the most of every moment. Be sure to stop by the
US Open American Express Fan Experience today to help take your
US Open experience to a whole new level.

SPECIAL
OFFERS

Tweet Rally for Fresh Courts
#GoNextContenders

Complimentary Play-By-Play
Radio for Cardmembers

Facebook and foursquare
Check-in Offers

Gift with Purchase for
Cardmembers

US Open Mobile Apps

Cardmember Concierge

Tweet Rally: American Express will donate $1.00 up to a max. donation of $50,000 to Fresh Courts for Tweets made between 8/29 – 9/11/11. Check-in offers: To be eligible
to receive a $10.00 statement credit, use any linked American Express® Card account on Facebook.com or any synced Card account on Foursquare.com to make a purchase of
$20.00 or more at any on site concession or restaurant at the US Open between 8/29 – 9/11/11. Limit one statement credit per Card account. See facebook.com/americanexpress
or sync.americanexpress.com/foursquare to link. Radio: Available with any American Express Card between 8/29 – 9/11/11; while supplies last. Limit one per Card. Gift with
Purchase: For every $150.00 (before tax) purchased on any American Express Card between 8/29 – 9/11/11 from any concession merchants on site at the US Open, receive one
(1) $50.00 Polo Ralph Lauren Gift Card valid for merchandise only at Ralph Lauren, Rugby, RRL and Polo Ralph Lauren Factory Stores in the U.S. and Puerto Rico, and online at
RalphLauren.com and Rugby.com. Gift Card valid from 9/12 – 9/28/11. To receive Gift Card, bring receipt(s) to Gift with Purchase Booth located at the USTA Billie Jean King
National Tennis Center in Flushing, NY, between 8/29 – 9/11/11, 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., EDT. Receipts may be combined. Limit two (2) Gift Cards per person, per day. Available
while supplies last. Approximately 40,000 Gift Cards available. Subject to additional terms noted on Polo Ralph Lauren Gift Card. US Open ticket purchases, hospitality packages,
suite package purchases, suite food and beverage package purchases do not qualify for this offer. Offer limited to legal U.S. residents 18 years or older. Offer is non-transferable,
non-negotiable and not redeemable for cash. Concession merchants subject to change. For full details, visit the US Open American Express Fan Experience near the East Gate.
© 2011 American Express Company.
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John Isner

American Express Court Curator

Serve Analysis

US Open American Express
Fan Experience
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS: (Seated, left to right) Donald L. Tisdel, David A. Haggerty, Jon Vegosen, Katrina M. Adams, Carol J. Welder.
DIRECTORS AT LARGE and IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT: (Standing, left to right) Lucy S. Garvin, Seth G. Abraham, William J. Kellogg, Patrick J. Galbraith,
Dale G. Caldwell, John N. Korff, Jeffrey G. Tarango, Chanda R. Rubin, Andrew A. Valdez, Delaine B. Mast.
PAST PRESIDENTS:
Hunter L. Delatour Jr.

J. Howard Frazer
Lucy S. Garvin

Jane Brown Grimes
Mervin A. Heller Jr.

Franklin R. Johnson
Hon. Robert J. Kelleher

Julia A. Levering
Stanley Malless

David R. Markin
Alan G. Schwartz

★
THE MISSION OF THE UNITED STATES TENNIS ASSOCIATION IS TO PROMOTE AND DEVELOP THE GROWTH OF TENNIS.

Community Tennis strives to grow tennis at every
level with a goal of making the game accessible to
everyone. It supports a wide range of programs
designed to help people learn the game, play the
game and benefit from its many health/fitness and
social benefits. USTA Membership, Leagues, 10 and
Under Tennis, Jr. Team Tennis and sanctioned tournaments are all managed within Community Tennis.

Professional Tennis
Julian Finney/Getty Images

USTA

Community Tennis

Player Development works to provide American
junior, collegiate and young professional players
with the opportunities to reach their maximum
potential, through coaching, junior competition,
collegiate programs, coaching education and sport
science. It works closely with the USTA Pro Circuit, the world’s largest professional tour for tennis
development.

Diversity and Inclusion

USTA

David Kenas for USTA

Player Development

Professional Tennis manages the USTA’s involvement in the professional sport, including both the
US Open and the Olympus US Open Series. It
oversees three pro tour events, 90+ Pro Circuit
events and all professional tournament operations
at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center.
It also manages the U.S. teams for Davis Cup, Fed
Cup, the Olympics and the Paralympic Games.

Embracing diversity and encouraging multicultural outreach efforts are essential to achieving the
USTA mission to grow the sport of tennis. The
USTA is committed to fostering a tennis environment that is fully inclusive and inviting to all people, and is focused on broadening and increasing
multicultural participation in the sport and serving
as a model for all organizations.
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© 2011 United Air Lines, Inc. All rights reserved.

It’s a global game.
And we’re top-seeded.
Official Airline of the US Open.

With over 370 destinations throughout the world, we’re on top of our international game. And
we’re proud to be the Official Airline of the US Open. Bringing players and fans to New York
for this world-class event never gets old. For information and reservations, go to united.com.

Includes destinations served by United Air Lines, Inc.,
Continental Airlines, Inc., United Express, Continental Express
and Continental Connection.
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EXECUTIVES
Gordon A. Smith Executive Director and Chief Operating Officer
Gordon A. Smith is the USTA’s Executive Director and Chief Operating
Officer, and leads the USTA’s effort to accomplish its mission to promote
and develop the growth of tennis. Smith oversees all operations of the
USTA, including Community Tennis, Professional Tennis and Player
Development.

Jim Curley

Kurt Kamperman

Chief Professional Tournaments Officer
and US Open Tournament Director

Chief Executive, Community Tennis

Jim Curley oversees the tournament operations
for the US Open, the Olympus US Open Series,
Davis Cup, Fed Cup, the USTA Pro Circuit
and Officials.

Kurt Kamperman oversees the USTA’s efforts to
grow the game throughout the U.S. This includes
USTA Membership, Leagues, Jr. Team Tennis,
NJTL, the 10 and Under Tennis initiative and our
grassroots initiatives in parks and schools.

Daniel Zausner

Deborah Slaner Larkin

Managing Director,
USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center

Chief Executive, USTA Serves

Daniel Zausner manages the operations at the
USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center,
including Venue Operations, Ticket Operations,
Merchandising and NTC Tennis Programs.

Deborah Slaner Larkin oversees USTA Serves,
the National Charitable Foundation of the USTA,
which provides grants and scholarships and
through tennis helps underserved youth and
people with disabilities.

Patrick McEnroe

Andrea Hirsch

General Manager, Player Development

Chief Legal Officer

Patrick McEnroe oversees USTA Player
Development, including Coaching, Coaching
Education and Sport Science, Junior and
Collegiate Competition, and Talent Identification
and Development.

Andrea Hirsch serves as the USTA’s General
Counsel and manages the USTA’s Legal & Business
Affairs, Learning and Leadership Development,
Medical and Human Resources.

Harlan Stone

Kevin Clayton

Chief Business Officer

Chief Diversity and Inclusion Officer

Harlan Stone oversees the USTA’s and US Open’s
revenue-producing areas, including Broadcasting,
Licensing, New Business Development and
Sponsorship.

Kevin Clayton oversees the USTA’s efforts to
ensure that the USTA lives up to the ideals of
diversity and inclusiveness at all levels.

Harry Beeth
Chief Financial Officer

Harry Beeth oversees the USTA’s Finance
and Administration, including Advanced Media,
Information Technology and Purchasing.

★
The United States Tennis Association (USTA) is the national governing
body for the sport of tennis and the recognized leader in promoting
and developing the sport’s growth on every level in the United States,
from local communities to the crown jewel of the professional game,
the US Open.
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Game, set, goose bumps.
American Express Cardmembers can get more out of the events they love.
®

With service beyond the baseline, American Express Cardmembers can get exceptional access to what’s hot
in sports, theater, music, and more. Access can include advance tickets and exclusive insider experiences.
It helps to have an in, and with American Express, you do.
Visit americanexpress.com/entertainment.

©2011 American Express Company. Terms, conditions, and restrictions apply.

T:15.75”

Protector of the young
and innocent.
Introducing the all-new 2012 M-Class.

Official Vehicle of the US Open

They’re not passengers, they’re your family. The M-Class helps look after them. In a fraction of a second,
it can check blind spots, scan the road for trouble ahead and alert you if it detects that you’re drowsy.*
In the time it takes to read this ad, it will have performed more active safety measures than some cars
will in their entire lifetime. It is quite possibly the most advanced SUV in the world. MBUSA.com

2012 ML 350 shown in Iridium Silver metallic paint with optional equipment. *Optional equipment described. No system, regardless of how advanced, can overcome the laws of physics or correct careless driving.

FS:7.5”
F:7.875”
Mercedes-Protector.indd 2

7/18/11 10:17 AM
200 Varick St. New York, NY 10014 : Phone 212-805-7500

T:15.75”

T:10”

-7500

For more information, call 1-800-FOR-MERCEDES, or visit MBUSA.com.

Please always wear your seat belt. ©2011 Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC

F:7.875”
Mercedes-Protector.indd 3
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SPONSORS
The USTA gratefully acknowledges the following sponsors and broadcast partners
for their support of the US Open.

Chase
J.P. Morgan
American Express
Citizen Watch Company
IBM
Mercedes-Benz USA
Olympus
Esurance
Heineken
Polo Ralph Lauren
United Airlines
Xerox

Bob Straus

Adecco
evian®
Gatorade
Grey Goose
Moët & Chandon
Nabisco
The New York Times
Panasonic VIERA HDTV
TicketsNow
Tiffany & Co.
Westin Hotels and Resorts
Wilson Sporting Goods Co.

CBS Sports

ESPN

Tennis Channel
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Corporate Champion
Sponsors
USTA Corporate Champion sponsors play a vital role in helping the USTA
work daily to grow the game for players and fans across America.
Each member of this elite sponsorship category is a strong corporate
partner that is instrumental in helping the USTA to promote and develop
the growth of tennis on every level in the United States, from local
communities to the US Open.
On behalf of everyone who loves tennis, the USTA thanks its USTA
Corporate Champion sponsors for the many benefits they help us bring to
the sport.
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Chase
J.P. Morgan

Chris Trotman/Getty Images

American Express
Citizen Watch Company
IBM
Mercedes-Benz USA
Olympus
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First
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▼ When you come to the US Open, you’ve arrived at a sports and entertainment
spectacular unlike any other in the world. For two weeks, the US Open showcases
world-class athletes, electrifying action and riveting storylines on the grandest of
scales, on the game’s biggest stage. To enjoy everything the US Open has to offer,
the following pages can help you experience the 2011 US Open to its fullest.

Getty Images for USTA

Serve
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OFFICIAL BALL OF THE US OPEN.
Wilson® is behind more championship titles than any other brand in tennis.
Premium performance tennis balls. More Winning Moments. More Game.
Get more at wilsontennis.com

NUMBER 1 IN TENNIS*
Wilson uses a minimum of 25% post consumer recycled PET in all plastic tennis ball cans.

MORE WIN.
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Open to Everyone
▲ The US Open is tennis’ grandest stage, where hundreds of
players come to compete and many hundreds of thousands of fans
come to watch the closing act of the Grand Slam season. The goals and
the rewards are different for each person who arrives here. Some come
pursuing a title—or in pursuit of history. Some come to witness sport
played at its very highest level. And some come to dream, to imagine
what it could be like to one day perform on the very stage that now
welcomes many of the sport’s most revered champions.
Tennis truly is the sport of opportunity, a game in which anyone can
achieve on whatever level they so choose, and each year the US Open
strives to open its doors to all comers, be they participants or fans. In
2010, the US Open introduced the US Open National Playoffs to open
that US Open dream to anyone and everyone with a racquet and a will
to compete, adding a mixed doubles division this year to provide more
opportunities to more players. The slogan for the US Open National
Playoffs is “Dream Big,” but the true focus of the US Open in 2011 is on
the real dreamers in tennis’ ranks, the youngest participants who will
one day grow into fans, players and perhaps even future champions.
USOpen.org

To that end, the US Open will feature and incorporate 10 and Under
Tennis throughout the grounds and throughout the fortnight, allowing
tennis’ youngest demographic to dream of one day achieving greatness
and inviting them to return year after year after year.
Of course, what is seen here over these two weeks only begins to tell
the US Open story. The highest-attended annual sporting event in the
world—a sports and entertainment spectacular featuring games, music
and fun, in addition to the toughest two weeks in tennis—helps generate
the proceeds to support the game at every level, starting with 10 and
Under Tennis and stretching through USTA League, tournaments for
players of all ages and a host of grass-roots, after-school and parks and
recreation programs that keep our grand game thriving so vibrantly.
Over the next two weeks, players will be stretched to their limit, the
stars of stage and screen, of fashion and business will come out to watch the
stars on the court shine under the summer sun and the brilliant lights, and
fans will rise from their seats again and again in appreciation, anticipation
and awe. Welcome to the 2011 US Open, where we showcase the very
best our sport has to offer.
– E.J. Crawford
2011 US OPEN 35

First Serve 2011.9r_••2004 US OPEN TEMPLATE 8/4/11 3:42 PM Page 6

FirstServe

Ticket Notes
Grounds Admission.
Grounds Admission tickets will be sold each day for
the first eight day sessions (Monday, August 29, through
Monday, September 5, subject to availability). They
are sold in advance and may also be available for
purchase at the Box Office on the
day of the matches (subject to availability). These tickets provide access
to all field courts, the non-reserved
seating of Louis Armstrong Stadium
and the Grandstand (seating based
on availability), but do not permit
access to Arthur Ashe Stadium.

Final Sunday Grounds Admission.
Share in the excitement of Final Sunday, September 11,
with a $5 Grounds Admission. This ticket admits you

A New Stage

and lets you catch the men’s singles and women’s

▲ The game’s greats have a new stage on which to perform at

entertainment in the Food Village and the South

this year’s US Open, as Court 17 makes its debut. Court 17 is located in the southeast
corner of the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center and seats up to 3,000 fans,
making it the fourth-largest show court on the US Open grounds, behind only Arthur
Ashe Stadium, Louis Armstrong Stadium and the Grandstand.
Court 17 features two state-of-the-art video screens and utilizes the Chase Review
instant replay challenge system. It also has a different look and feel from the current
US Open show courts—the playing surface was sunk 7 feet to create a more intimate
environment for players and fans alike.
The first new court to be built on-site in 14 years, Court 17 replaces field courts 17
and 18, which featured only bleachers on either side and were not as frequently utilized
during US Open competition. Scheduled for use at this year’s event, the new court will
be fully completed (as pictured) for the 2012 US Open.

Plaza. All Final Sunday Grounds Admission proceeds

to the junior singles finals, the wheelchair singles finals
doubles finals on the large video screens on the
grounds. You can also grab a bite to eat and enjoy live

benefit USTA Serves.

Daily Ticket Upgrade Booth.
Arthur Ashe Stadium ticket holders may upgrade their
tickets at the Ticket Upgrade Booth for an additional
cost (based on availability). All available seats are
released to the Upgrade Booth on the day of the session. Located inside the East Gate adjacent to the
Box Office, the Upgrade Booth is open from 12:00 p.m.
to 8:00 p.m. daily. Please note Louis Armstrong tickets

Photos by USTA

and Grounds Admissions cannot be upgraded.

Entertainment Center
▲ Take in a museum exhibition. Browse in a
bookstore. Broadcast a US Open Championship point. Relax
in an indoor lounge with flat-screen TVs. Stroll through a
photo gallery. Play tennis on a 10 and Under Tennis court. For
the first time at the US Open, you can enjoy all of these fun
International Tennis Hall of Fame Museum & Gallery
activities under one roof. SmashZone, the International Tennis
Hall of Fame & Museum Gallery, the US Open Bookstore and the Heineken Light Lounge can all be found
in the Chase Center (formerly known as the Indoor Training Center), located opposite the Grandstand.
Check them out and make your visit to the US Open even more entertaining.
Heineken Light Lounge

36 2011 US OPEN

USOpen.org
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20 – LOVE
PROUD PARTNER OF
THE US OPEN SINCE 1991.

Enjoy Heineken Responsibly
©2011 Heineken® Lager Beer. Brewed in Holland.
Imported by Heineken USA Inc., White Plains, NY.
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Night Life
Taio Cruz

▲ In 1975, the US Open became the first Grand
Slam tournament to hold matches at night. Although night
tennis didn’t seem to be a big deal at the time (fewer than
5,000 fans turned out to watch the very first night match),
the spectacle of players battling under the lights has since
become synonymous with New York and the great stage of
the US Open.
Each year, the US Open features a special ceremony on
Opening Night to kick off what promises to be a memorable
fortnight. And this year’s Opening Night ceremony looks

Greyson Chance

to set the bar higher in defining “spectacular,” with unique
programming on the evening of Monday, August 29. The
pre-match ceremony will pay tribute to one of the USTA’s
highest priorities—getting kids more involved in the sport
of tennis—and its ongoing youth participation initiative,
10 and Under Tennis.
“We want to make the sport more accessible, more

Getty Images

affordable and more fun for our young people so that we can

more of our best athletes try our sport,” says Jon Vegosen,

Adopt-a-Unit

USTA Chairman of the Board and President.

▲ The USTA and the US Open are

build a solid foundation for future growth and ensure that

To help celebrate the evening’s theme, singer-songwriter
Taio Cruz will perform his five-time platinum hit, the
appropriately named “Dynamite.” Fourteen-year-old pop
rock singer and pianist Greyson Chance will also accentuate

Patriotic Performers
The US Open tradition of boys and girls singing patrioticthemed songs in Arthur Ashe Stadium continues in 2011.
Talented vocalists ages 12 and under are scheduled to
perform nightly on Center Court after being selected in
June by a celebrity panel of judges at the fifth annual open
casting call, held at Harlem’s World Famous Apollo Theater
in New York City.

38 2011 US OPEN

Getty Images for USTA

the youth theme by performing the national anthem.

supporting the armed forces through
“Joining Forces,” the White House’s initiative to support and honor America’s
service members, with its Adopt-a-Unit
effort, which guides tennis organizations
and players to “adopt” a military unit of
anywhere between 25 and 100 service members deployed to Iraq or Afghanistan by
sending care packages of necessities. In
turn, USTA Serves will send portable tennis
equipment to the adopted unit on your
behalf with instructions and educational
information on tennis. The effort allows
the tennis community to show support
and to introduce soldiers to a recreational
means for reintegrating with family,
friends and community upon their return
from conflict. To find out more, please
e-mail military@usta.com.
USOpen.org
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Around the
Grounds
Wye Oak

▲ In addition to offering world-class tennis,

Marcellus Hall
& The Hostages

Miniature Tigers

a wide selection of foods from around the globe and
plenty of places to go shopping, the USTA Billie Jean
King National Tennis Center features top-flight music
and entertainment around the grounds.
Among the performers are Wye Oak, a dreamy indie
rock duo from Baltimore; cellist Joshua Roman, who has

Pretty Good Dance Moves

The Aviation Orange

Violin Venus

been dubbed a “Classical Rock Star”; Miniature Tigers,
a Brooklyn-based indie band with upbeat and catchy
melodies; singer-songwriter Susan Justice; and Jane Hunt,
known as Violin Venus. Be sure to visit USOpen.org or
check out Today at the US Open (the daily draw sheet
sold at the US Open program stands) for the complete
Susan Justice

Cyndi Lauper

Joshua Roman

Ava Luna

Queen Latifah
Susan Mullane/Camerawork USA

schedule of performers.

9/11 Memorial
▲ On Finals Weekend, the USTA and the US Open will remember
those whose lives were lost on September 11, 2001, with a pair of pre-match ceremonies in
Arthur Ashe Stadium.
Prior to the start of the prime-time women’s singles final on Saturday, September 10,
there will be a special performance by an iconic New Yorker, Grammy and Emmy Awardwinner Cyndi Lauper. On Sunday, September 11, Queen Latifah—musician, television and
film actress, label president, author and entrepreneur—will preside over a tribute before the
start of the men’s singles final.
Both ceremonies will feature a giant American flag unfurled across the court by members
of the United States Marine Corps.
USOpen.org

2011 US OPEN 39
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We see great matches every day.
Adecco is the world leader in matching top talent with great opportunities at leading
companies. In fact, in more than 900 career centers in the U.S., we connect 70,000
workers to jobs, making us one of America’s largest employers.
We are proud to sponsor three-time and reigning US Open champion Kim Clijsters
and wish her the best of luck in her pursuit of a fourth title!
To find out what we can do to give you an advantage in the workplace, please
visit adeccousa.com today.

adeccousa.com
©2011 Adecco
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Paging Through History
International Tennis Hall of Fame & Museum
Gallery and US Open Bookstore
▲ If you’re a student of the game—or you would simply like to learn a bit more about tennis’
glorious past and exciting future—be sure to visit the International Tennis Hall of Fame & Museum
PMS 704
Gallery and the US Open Bookstore at their new location in the Chase Center, which can be entered from the
Avenue of Aces. Both the gallery and the bookstore are open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. throughout
the tournament.
This year at the US Open, the International Tennis Hall of Fame & Museum Gallery is pleased to present a very
special exhibit, Serving Their Countries: Tennis and War, and will also be displaying Arthur Ashe: Out of the Shadow,
a collection of personal photos of Arthur Ashe taken by his wife, the photographer Jeanne Moutoussamy-Ashe.
1

Special Exhibition

Serving Their Countries: Tennis and War
“Like leaves, the tennis players were quickly carried along by the winds of war.” – Gianni Clerici
War has always been an integral part of civilization. From the earliest days, war between nations has greatly
impacted how we live as a society. For more than a century, sports and war have
intersected on and off the playing field. Baseball, football, golf and basketball have,
at some point, been intertwined with the war effort. Tennis is no exception.
Serving Their Countries: Tennis and War tells a heroic and selfless story. War
has greatly impacted the game of tennis. Some tournaments were canceled or suspended until the end of certain conflicts. To serve their countries, competitors
halted their once promising careers, some of which were shortened and not as
productive as they had been before the fighting began. Other players made the
ultimate sacrifice. Nevertheless, these athletes carried out their civic duty, despite
its impact on the game, in order to support the war effort. Charity matches, clinics
on military bases around the world and tours by professional tennis players boosted morale and showed the
commitment the tennis community had to a free and safe world—and continues to do so today. This exhibition honors those players and that commitment.

Helen Hull Jacobs

Bobby Riggs

Photography Exhibition

Arthur Ashe: Out of the Shadow
Revered for his skills as a tennis player as much as for his
commitment to the pursuit of human rights, Arthur Ashe—
winner of the very first US Open in 1968—remains a testament
to the potential power of sports as a platform for change.
Photographed by Jeanne Moutoussamy-Ashe, Arthur’s wife
of 17 years, this exhibition invites the viewer into Arthur’s life
on and off the court, revealing a holistic and uniquely intimate
portrait of an icon.
Arthur Ashe

USOpen.org

2011 US OPEN 41
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Court of Champions

PANCHO GONZALEZ

▲ The US Open Court of Champions celebrates the legacy of the greatest singles
champions in the history of the US Open and U.S. Championships. Each champion defines the essence
of talent and character required to win at tennis’ ultimate proving grounds.
Inductees, selected by media from around the world, represent the tournament’s all-time greatest—the best of the best—whose electrifying performances have contributed to making the US Open one of the world’s top
sporting events.
This year’s champion, Pancho Gonzalez, is being inducted into the
US Open Court of Champions on Saturday, September 3.
The US Open Court of Champions attraction is located between the
South Plaza and Courts 10 and 13.

▼ An intense and fiery competitor,
Richard Alonzo “Pancho” Gonzalez
employed a lethal serve-and-volley
game and unyielding determination
to capture back-to-back U.S.
Championships titles in 1948 and
1949. Tennis’ great tempest
dominated the game with remarkable athleticism, supreme focus
and unparalleled desire to achieve.
The Los Angeles native became
one of the pillars of the early professional game, and his popularity
helped pave the way for the dawn
of Open tennis and the worldwide
success of pro tennis events—
including the US Open.
MEN’S SINGLES CHAMPION
1948, 1949

Avenue of Aces
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▲ Become a part of US Open history by placing your name alongside that of

42 2011 US OPEN

your favorite champion. Billie Jean King, Andre Agassi, Pete Sampras, Ivan Lendl and John
McEnroe will each have a paver in their “Neighborhood” on the Avenue of Aces, the walkway
between the East Gate and Arthur Ashe Stadium, and they’d
like you to move in. When you order a personalized paver,
you’ll be supporting the work of USTA Serves, the National
Foundation of the USTA, which strives to improve the lives of
at-risk kids and people with disabilities through the powerful
combination of tennis and education. For more information,
visit ustaserves.com or call 914-696-7223.

USOpen.org
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E V E N P E O P L E W H O L O V E T E N N I S C A N ’ T E X P L A I N I T, but they all know. There’s just

something different about night matches at the US Open. An energy that’s unparalleled. The last of
four majors—the final moments of the final match. With thousands of people shouting at once, you find
yourself on your feet surrounded by strangers all bound by one thing. For one instant of exultation and
glory, you know what the US Open is really all about.

FA C E B O O K . C O M / G R E YG O O S E

Sip Responsibly.
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SmashZone
▲ SmashZone, the premiere fan interactive attraction at the
US Open, provides fun for the whole family while showcasing the USTA’s ongoing youth
participation initiative: 10 and Under Tennis. Similar to other youth sports in which
equipment and playing fields are scaled to size for kids, 10 and Under Tennis gives chil-
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dren the chance to achieve immediate success by playing tennis on smaller courts, using
smaller and lighter racquets, and slower-moving and lower-bouncing balls. Get your kids
fitted for the right-sized racquet, and you and your children will have fun playing together
on SmashZone’s Center Court or on an accompanying 36-foot court.
Additional fun-filled activities for all ages include:
• Engage in fitness games that improve footwork,
balance and agility at Topspin presented by Xerox.
• Clock your serve in Sport Court Fast Serve.
• Broadcast a US Open championship point in
You Call the Shots.
SmashZone is located in the Chase Center, so stop by and play tennis at the US Open.
For more information on 10 and Under Tennis, please visit 10andundertennis.com.
44 2011 US OPEN
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Milk’s Favorite Back-to-School Cookie.
Share your Oreo moment with us, and we’ll share it with the world. Facebook.com/oreo.
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▲ The 16th annual Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day presented by

Hess kicks off the 2011 US Open on Saturday, August 27, with a very special,
full-day tennis and music festival featuring an all-star lineup of talent.
Defending US Open champions Rafael Nadal and Kim Clijsters, world No. 1
Novak Djokovic, former US Open champion Andy Roddick and 2010 US
Open Wheelchair champion David Wagner will team up with actor Bradley
Cooper, the New York Knicks’ Carmelo Anthony, pop stars Cody Simpson,
Jason Derulo, Jessica Jarrell, Diggy Simmons, Mindless Behavior and other
musical guests and tennis stars—in the Arthur Ashe Stadium show hosted by
TV personalities/actors La La Anthony and Quddus. The fun-filled day will
also feature performances from up-and-coming stars, including Girls Nite
Out, Action Item, Jacob Latimore and Nickelodeon’s The Fresh Beat Band.
Throughout the grounds, children and their families can experience an
exciting schedule of free tennis games, live music and attractions from 9:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Inside Arthur Ashe Stadium from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., the
live tennis and music show will feature fun exhibition matches and skills
competitions with Nadal, Clijsters, Djokovic, Roddick, Wagner and other
top players and celebrities, and musical performances by Cody Simpson,
Jason Derulo, Jessica Jarrell, Diggy Simmons, Mindless Behavior and more.
The Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day Stadium show will be broadcast nationally
by CBS on Sunday, August 28, from noon to 1:30 p.m.
“We are excited to kick off the 2011 US Open with the biggest names in
sports and entertainment at the 16th annual Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day presented by Hess,” said Harlan Stone, Chief Business Officer, USTA. “We look
forward to serving up a day of family fun as we celebrate the life of a tennis
legend whose mission was to empower kids through sport and education.”
Over the years, Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day has featured many of music’s
biggest acts, including Justin Bieber, Rihanna, the Jonas Brothers, Demi
Lovato, Sean Kingston, Jordin Sparks, Britney Spears, Ne-Yo, Gavin DeGraw,
Jessica Simpson, Backstreet Boys, Bow Wow and Hanson.
Presented by Hess and produced by the USTA, Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day
honors tennis legend Arthur Ashe and continues his mission of using tennis as a means to instill in kids the values of humanitarianism, leadership
and academic excellence. A portion of the proceeds from Arthur Ashe Kids’
Day benefits the National Junior Tennis and Learning (NJTL) network. The
NJTL was established by Ashe, Charlie Pasarell and Sheridan Snyder in
1969 with the mission of developing the character of young people through
tennis and education. Since then, the NJTL network has grown to include
more than 600 chapters, which serve more than 250,000 youth annually,
making it one of the USTA’s largest community-based initiatives.
46 2011 US OPEN
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Mindless Behavior

Bradley Cooper

Carmelo Anthony

La La Anthony

Quddus

Cody Simpson

Sponsors
Presented by

Hess Corporation
American Express
Citizen Watch Company
Jessica Jarrell

Diggy Simmons

IBM
Mercedes-Benz USA
The New York Times
Nike
Olympus
Panasonic VIERA HDTV
RBS
Wilson Sporting Goods Co.
Xerox

USOpen.org
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SO MANY REASONS
TO LOVE THE US OPEN.
Buy and sell official US Open tickets at usopenticketexchange.com!
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Rick Rennert

Fan Fare
▲ In the main stadiums, on the show and field courts, and all
around the grounds of the 46.5 acres that make up the USTA Billie
Jean King National Tennis Center, there’s a lot for fans to see and do
at the US Open. Here’s a look at some of the special events, attractions and activities that make America’s Grand Slam such a grand
place to be.
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Qualifying Tournament. The USTA offers fans a free week of tennis with the
US Open Qualifying Tournament, held the Tuesday through Friday before the main
draw. The tournament is the sixth-largest in the world and offers $1 million in prize
money, with 128 men and 128 women competing for the final 32 entries (16 men
and 16 women) in the singles draws.
Open Practice. Admission to the grounds is also free on Sunday, August 28, so
come and watch your favorite players up close as they practice for the start of the
US Open.
Promenade Experience. Fans seated in the Promenade section in Arthur
Ashe Stadium will again have something extra to cheer about. This fan enhancement will be an interactive experience featuring the cheerleading “Fan Patrol,” with
prize giveaways and chances to win behind-the-scenes US Open experiences.

Al Bello/Getty Images

Empire State Building Lighting. In honor of the US Open, the Empire
State Building is being lit in tennis ball yellow on Opening Night of the US Open
and on Friday, September 9, and Saturday, September 10.
Family Day. The day session on Tuesday, August 30, is the third annual Family
Day, featuring special tennis demos as well as family-friendly grounds entertainment, a souvenir photo opportunity with the US Open trophy, a “Comb the Courts”
scavenger hunt and a Family Day Target Challenge. Also, those in attendance receive
an exclusive US Open gift bag and in-stadium Family Fun Pack giveaways.
USTA Membership. Kids 10 and under and new to the USTA can sign up until
December 31, 2011, to receive a free junior membership. If you love tennis and
want to support the growth of the game, stop by the USTA Membership Booth at
the Chase Center and become a USTA Member today! You’ll enjoy membership’s many benefits, including admission to USTA Member
Appreciation Day on Friday, September 2, with snacks, refreshments and a complimentary gift.
Returning the Love. The US Open and the players are proactively reaching out to the local NYC community and surrounding areas—
including youth, families and non-profit organizations—to create a positive and lasting impact. Events and activities will take place during
the Qualifying Tournament and through to the main draw—including a 10 and Under Tennis clinic with the Queens-based Child Center of
NY that will feature special appearances by reigning US Open singles champions Rafael Nadal and Kim Clijsters.
USOpen.org
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Picture simulated. One pair of 3D glasses included with purchase.
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VT Series Plasma

HOW IMPORTANT IS PICTURE QUALITY TO A TV?
TAKE A FEW SECONDS TO THINK THAT OVER.
It’s the picture quality that matters most.
You love your sports. And with Panasonic NeoPlasma technologies like fast switching
phosphors, which help you keep up with the fastest plays, you’ll love them even more.
The Full HD 3D is so lifelike, you’ll swear it’s real. Plus, it easily converts 2D images
into high quality 3D images, which means everything can now be experienced in 3D.
Come see the Panasonic difference.

“BEST NEW HDTV
IN 2011”
–

.com

panasonic.com/viera
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Chase
Be sure to visit the Chase booths and check out the Chase QuickDeposit demo now available on select smartphones and devices when
you bank with Chase. If you are a Chase banking client, while you are
at the booth show your Chase identification, picture ID and tickets for
the current session to pick up a pass for you and a guest to the spectacular new Chase Lounge, located on the second floor of the Chase
Center. (Both you and your guest must be present at the Chase booth
to claim your pass.) Passes are limited and subject to availability.

Susan Mullane/Camerawork USA

American Express
Fans can stop by the US Open American Express Fan Experience in
front of SmashZone to customize their tennis experience with the
Court Curator, receive assistance from Cardmember Services and experience other interactive activities, such as a Tennis Tech serve analysis
and personalized lessons with a USTA professional for Cardmembers.
The nightly American Express Radio show will provide an insider’s view
from legendary coach Nick Bollettieri.
The fan favorite American Express Radio “Live at the Open!” returns
again, offering Cardmembers personal radios so they can listen live to the
broadcast coverage, match updates and special features and interviews.
Radios are available at multiple locations throughout the grounds.
American Express will be hosting US Open Guest Information,
where American Express staff is available to provide assistance and
information that can help fans maximize their visit to the US Open.
While on-site at the US Open, make sure to use your American
Express Card on your merchandise and food purchases. For every $150
you spend on your card, you’ll receive a special offer to be enjoyed at
Ralph Lauren stores and RalphLauren.com after the US Open.

Bob Straus

USTA

Booth Activities
and Special Attractions

USTA
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Citizen
In addition to being a USTA Corporate Champion, Citizen has been a
proud partner and the Official Timekeeper of the US Open for 19 years.
New for 2011, Citizen is offering US Open fans a chance to win a hitting
session with three-time US Open Women’s Singles Champion Kim
Clijsters. Be sure to visit their booth by Court 13 to enter the contest and
to find out more about their long-time association with the US Open.

A Whole New Ballgame
▲ Beginning on Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day and continuing
throughout the US Open, 10 and Under Tennis, which scales the
game down to size for kids to learn and enjoy, will be showcased. In
addition to 10 and Under Tennis activities in SmashZone, there will
be an all-day (1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.) demonstration on Court 12 on
Saturday, September 3, where kids will have the opportunity to play
and practice with certified trainers and 10 and Under Tennis experts.
Also, on Thursday, September 8, a demo will be held in Arthur Ashe
Stadium prior to the Night Session on the standard, 60-foot 10 and
Under Tennis court.

USOpen.org
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Heineken
The Heineken Red Star Café is a favorite meeting spot in the South
Plaza. New for 2011, enjoy the expanded outdoor seating area while
taking in the sights and sounds of the US Open.
On the other side of the grounds, the Heineken Light Lounge is
the hot spot to visit if you want to cool off, relax and enjoy a beer and a
bite to eat. The Lounge features a contemporary setting and plenty of
flat-screen TVs so you won’t miss any of the tennis action. Be sure to
check out the custom line of Heineken merchandise available exclusively in the Lounge.
Heineken is proud to celebrate its 20th year as an official sponsor
and the official beer of the US Open.

Mercedes-Benz
Mercedes-Benz returns for its second year as the Official Automotive Partner of the US Open, and fans attending the tournament can
interact at a variety of locations throughout the grounds with this
legendary luxury brand. Individuals visiting the Mercedes-Benz Brand
Center near the East Gate can view the latest and greatest vehicle offerings from Mercedes-Benz, including the brand new 2012 C-Coupe and
the newest generation M-Class sport utility vehicle. In addition, visitors
to this exhibit can get their picture taken with the all-new 563-horsepower 2012 SLS63 AMG Roadster, which was inspired by the original
Mercedes-Benz 300SL Gullwing dating back to the 1950s.
Panasonic VIERA HDTV
To ensure tournament attendees are able to experience tennis in
pristine 3D, Panasonic once again has several demonstration areas
where US Open fans can interact with a variety of Panasonic 3D TVs
and other Panasonic consumer electronics equipment.
Featuring the latest large-screen VIERA 3D TVs, Panasonic will
envelope guests in amazing 3D content, as well as showcase—through
Panasonic’s VIERA Connect product—how Panasonic technology
keeps you connected to your world via Skype, Facebook, Twitter and
other social media vehicles. These 3D and connected TV experiences
can be found in the Panasonic VIERA Showcase (the entrance is
located under the large draw boards on Louis Armstrong Stadium),
at the Panasonic VIERA Connect booth (near Court 10 in the South
Plaza) and at the Panasonic 3D gaming area inside SmashZone in the
Chase Center.

The Chase Review
▲ The 2011 US Open’s instant replay challenge
system will be used on all four main show courts.
Sponsored by Chase and called the Chase Review, it
combines instant replay technology with the “3 plus 1”
player challenge system being used at all professional
tennis events where an electronic line calling system
is in place.
How the Chase Review Works
• Each player is allowed a maximum of three
incorrect challenges per set, after which they are
not permitted to challenge again in that set.
• If a set goes to a tie-break, each player will receive
one additional challenge.
• Challenges may not be carried over from one
set to another.

USOpen.org

Polo Ralph Lauren
As the official apparel of the US Open, Polo Ralph Lauren is pleased
to offer fans two locations where they can purchase the latest US Open
Polo Ralph Lauren apparel on-site: the anchor store at Louis Armstrong
Stadium and on the Club Level in Arthur Ashe Stadium.
US Open fans who spend $150 on their American Express Card on
merchandise and concessions are eligible to receive a $50 Ralph Lauren
gift to be used after the tournament in Ralph Lauren stores and at
RalphLauren.com
United Airlines
United Airlines is providing US Open fans with fun and engaging
activities at its exhibit locations on the grounds of the USTA Billie Jean
King National Tennis Center.
Here by popular demand is the United Airlines 757 Jumbo Jet tennis
ball plane, located at the United Airlines tent in the South Plaza. Fans
can snap pictures of themselves and their friends with this unique and
distinct pop-art piece. In addition, United will offer attendees multiple
opportunities to win great prizes, including free flights, through their
Check-In-To-Win program at the United Airlines exhibit located along
the East Plaza across from the Chase Center.

2011 US OPEN 53
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A Taste of the Open
Aces

Champions

▲ Along with the best tennis and entertainment in the
world, the US Open offers premium dining experiences sure to satisfy
every appetite at any hour.
• Aces and Champions Bar & Grill. Both are located on the Club level in

Arthur Ashe Stadium between Gates 3 and 4 and are available to Courtside Box seat holders and Luxury Suite guests. Aces is a casual but elegant
wine and sushi bar, with superlative seafood offerings. Champions Bar &
Grill is a classic American steakhouse serving premium steaks, hearty
chops, fresh seafood, salads and a variety of wines. Reservations are recommended (718-393-1933).
• US Open Club. Located on the ground floor of

Arthur Ashe Stadium,
the Club, which is available to Silver Loge Box seat holders, is famous for
the Chef ’s Table and seasonal selections of eclectic American cuisine.

US Open Club

Patio Café

• Patio Café and Bar. Soak up the beautiful surroundings of the US Open

grounds at this charming outdoor café and enjoy fresh seasonal sandwiches and salads. The Café is available to all ticket holders.
• Mojito Restaurant & Bar. Located on the ground floor of

Arthur Ashe
Stadium, this Cuban-inspired dining spot is a tropical oasis and
features Latin specialties and cool cocktails either inside or outdoors in
its whimsical outdoor garden. Mojito is available to all ticket holders.

• Heineken Red Star Café, in the South Plaza near Court 7, is an outdoor

Mojito

sports bar complete with light snacks, specialty beers, frozen cocktails, a
full bar and flat-screen television monitors. The Café is available to all
ticket holders 21 and over.

Heineken Red Star Café

• Heineken Light Lounge. Cool off and relax while you enjoy a beer and

a bite to eat. Located near the East Gate, the Heineken Light Lounge
offers patrons an indoor lounge with flat-screen televisions to catch all
of the tennis action along with outdoor café seating.
• Rejuvenate by the Fountains. Visit our refreshing food destinations by the

fountains, including the South Plaza Café, Carnegie Deli and Ben & Jerry’s.
• Baseline Cocktails. Quench your thirst at a full-service bar that includes

premium wine upgrades.

54 2011 US OPEN

Food Village

Photos by Getty Images for USTA

• Wine Bar Food. Sample Mediterranean flavors with wines to match.
Wine Bar Food

• Food Village. Enjoy

regional cuisine as well as specialty items at the
US Open Food Village, including a Honey Deuce Cocktail at the Grey
Goose Bar.

Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream Shop
Carnegie Deli
Chinese
Classic Burger
Cuppa Spotta
Franks and Fries
Fresca Mexicana
Fulton Seafood

Glatt Kosher Cart
Grey Goose Bar
New Delhi Spice
Pizza, Pasta
Southern Barbeque
Stonyfield Café
Sweet and Savory Crepes

USOpen.org
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Keeping Green
▲ The US Open Green Initiative began as a pilot program
in 2008 and has expanded each subsequent year, all with the goal of
making the US Open an environmentally responsible and eco-friendly
event. In partnership with environmental consultant eco evolutions, llc,
the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) and GreenSlam, a
group of leading environmental organizations, the USTA in 2011 is
once again working on reducing the impact the US Open has on the
environment. Alec Baldwin and Billie Jean King will serve as spokespersons in a comprehensive awareness campaign to promote environmental
consciousness among US Open fans.
During the 2011 US Open, approximately 94 tons of plastic, metal,
glass and cardboard will be collected throughout the site and recycled.
The USTA collects the 70,000 tennis balls used during the matches and
player’s practices to reuse in USTA tennis programs and donate to various community and youth organizations throughout the United States.
From the kitchens at the US Open, 985 gallons of food grease will be
converted into biodiesel fuel, and 20,000 pounds of food will be donated
to the community. At least 50 tons of food waste will be collected to be
turned into compost for landscape and farming uses. And new for 2011,
all service ware in the Food Village will be 100 percent compostable.
At the US Open Collection merchandise locations, fans will continue
58 2011 US OPEN

to receive with their purchase a US Open souvenir-style shopping bag
designed for multiple use. New for 2011, the US Open Collection will
feature for sale a cinch backpack made from six recycled plastic bottles
as well as a reusable tote made from 80 percent post-consumer waste,
notepads printed on recycled paper, and journals and notecard cases
constructed from 100 percent recycled paperboard and 100 percent
recycled post-consumer and post-industrial paper product.
Hybrid vehicles will make up 60 percent of the Mercedes-Benz player
and VIP transportation fleet, and GDF Suez, the US Open’s energy
provider, will supply Green-e certified wind renewable energy certificates to match the electricity consumption generated during the 2011
US Open. To encourage the number of fans who attend the US Open
via mass transit, Esurance, the car insurance company, will offer 125
fans a $4.50 MetroCard each day during the two-week event. Fans will
also do their part for the environment as all paper products throughout
the grounds—from tickets to napkins to paper towels—will be made up
of at least 30 percent post-consumer waste.
Our goal is to encourage everyone—players and fans alike—to
reduce, reuse, recycle and turn the highest-attended annual sporting
event in the world into the most environmentally conscious.
– Lauren Kittelstad
USOpen.org
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Staying Connected
▲ USOpen.org, the official tournament website, mobile and social media offerings—features the
most interactive personalized experience for tennis fans everywhere. From the qualifying tournament to
the trophy presentations, USOpen.org has the entire US Open covered. Enhancements for 2011 include:
• Watch US Open matches on any of the six show courts live on your computer or iPad with US Open
Live. During Labor Day weekend (September 3-5) and Finals weekend (September 9-11), enjoy live
streaming from your mobile device as well, and for the men’s and women’s singles finals log on for
special 3D streaming.
• The Official US Open iPhone App returns for a third year, and for the first time, tennis fans using the
Android-brand Smartphone can enjoy live scores, stats, player profiles and alerts from the Official
US Open Android App.
• Fans on-site can search, select and purchase official US Open merchandise from their mobile device
with an enhanced mobile commerce presence for the 2011 US Open.
• The US Open’s social media engagement expands beyond Facebook, Twitter and YouTube with a
unique, comprehensive, on-site activation working with Foursquare that provides fans with specials
and exclusive tips for US Open attendees.
• USOpen.org will get you up-close and personal with the biggest celebrities in attendance with our daily
“Stars at the Open” feature and will take you behind the scenes with an interactive off-court spotlight
segment. Check out the official US Open Facebook page every day to weigh in on what you want to see.
In addition to these elements, several traditional staples of the USOpen.org experience remain, including exclusive live point-by-point scoring of all matches; draws and schedules; news and features;
USOpen.org radio; photo galleries; US Open auctions; mobile-friendly site (m.usopen.org); mobile alerts;
and free on-site WiFi for fans.
There’s no Grand Slam experience like the US Open, and nowhere
else has exclusive coverage of the US Open like USOpen.org.

60 2011 US OPEN
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Calling the Action

Covering the
2011 US Open are the
top names in on-air talent.

Dick Enberg

John McEnroe

Mary Carillo

Jim Courier

Mary Joe Fernandez

Chris Evert

Bill Macatee

Ian Eagle

Martina Navratilova

CBS

CBS/ESPN

CBS/Tennis Channel

CBS

CBS/ESPN

ESPN

CBS/Tennis Channel

CBS/Tennis Channel

Tennis Channel

Chris Fowler

Hannah Storm

Cliff Drysdale

Patrick McEnroe

Darren Cahill

Ted Robinson

Tracy Austin

Justin Gimelstob

Lindsay Davenport

ESPN

ESPN

ESPN

ESPN

ESPN

Tennis Channel

Tennis Channel

Tennis Channel

Tennis Channel

Chris McKendry

Mike Tirico

Pam Shriver

Brad Gilbert

Leif Shiras

Cari Champion

Jimmy Arias

Kevin Frazier

Corina Morariu

ESPN

ESPN

ESPN

ESPN

Tennis Channel

Tennis Channel

Tennis Channel

Tennis Channel

Tennis Channel
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Where the Stars Shine
▲ For two exciting weeks, fans around the world can be expected to tune in to the US Open in impressive numbers. Last year, our
domestic broadcast partners CBS Sports, ESPN and Tennis Channel provided the US Open with significant broadcast coverage in the U.S. Their
400 total hours of coverage included 215 live hours, with ESPN outlets delivering nearly 400 additional hours of US Open programming and
Tennis Channel offering round-the-clock live and encore match coverage and analysis. All told, nearly 95 million people in the U.S. watched
last year’s US Open, while the tournament was broadcast to 187 countries across the globe, encompassing more than 40,000 hours of coverage.

is serving up its 44th consecutive year
of US Open coverage and will broadcast more than 37 hours
of this year’s event, including the prime-time Women’s
Singles Final on Saturday, September 10, and the Men’s
Singles Final on Sunday, September 11. CBS Sports is also
broadcasting Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day for the 16th straight year,
on Sunday, August 28.
is in its third year as cable broadcaster for the
US Open and will broadcast nearly 100 hours of live action,
including weekday afternoon coverage and exclusive weekday
prime-time broadcasts. ESPN’s expansive coverage culminates
with the Women’s Doubles Final and a tournament wrap-up
show on Sunday, September 11.
will broadcast the US Open for a total of more than
250 hours, including 72 hours of live coverage
along with daily US Open preview and highlight
shows. On the last three days, Tennis Channel will
show encores of the men’s and women’s singles
semifinals and finals.
is the exclusive European broadcaster of
the US Open and reaches 59 countries in
Europe. It televises the event in 20 different
languages.

is Japan’s premier satellite broadcaster
and holds the exclusive US Open television rights in Japan. It
has been affiliated with the US Open since 1992.
64 2011 US OPEN
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TEB-BNP PARIBAS WTA CHAMPIONSHIPS

OCTOBER 25 - 30
WATCH LIVE FROM ISTANBUL

BARCLAYS ATP WORLD TOUR FINALS

NOVEMBER 20 - 27
WATCH LIVE FROM LONDON
Tennis Channel is a proud broadcast partner
of the US Open.

Call your cable, satellite, or phone provider and get Tennis Channel today.





tennischannel.com
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2011 US Open Prize Money Schedule

Prize Money
The 2011 US Open features the
richest purse in tournament
history. This year’s US Open purse
tops $23.7 million, an increase of
more than $1 million over last
year’s record purse.

▼ Singles (Men & Women)

Winners
Runners-up
Semifinalists
Quarterfinalists
Round of 16
Third Round
Second Round
First Round
Total

Base
Prize Money

Potential Payout with
Bonus Prize Money

$1,800,000
900,000
450,000
225,000
110,000
55,000
31,000
19,000
$16,936,000

$2,800,000
1,400,000
700,000
350,000
180,000
95,000
56,000
34,000
$19,561,000*

(*The top three men’s and top three women’s finishers in the Olympus US Open Series
may earn up to an another $2,625,000 in bonus prize money at the US Open.)

In addition to the base purse of $23.7 million, the top
three men’s and top three women’s finishers in the
Olympus US Open Series can earn up to an additional
$2.6 million in bonus prize money at the US Open,
providing a potential total payout of $26.3 million.
Both the men’s and women’s
US Open singles champions will

▼ Doubles (Men & Women—Per Team)
Winners
$420,000
Runners-up
210,000
Semifinalists
105,000
Quarterfinalists
50,000
Round of 16
25,000
Second Round
15,000
First Round
10,000
Total
$3,600,000

$3,600,000

▼ Mixed Doubles (Per Team)
Winners
$150,000
Runners-up
70,000
Semifinalists
30,000
Quarterfinalists
15,000
Second Round
10,000
First Round
5,000
Total
$500,000

$500,000

▼ Singles Qualifying (Men & Women)
Third-Round Losers
$8,000
Second-Round Losers
5,625
First-Round Losers
3,000
Total
$1,000,000

$1,000,000

earn a record $1.8 million, with
the ability to earn an additional
$1 million in bonus prize money—
for a total $2.8 million potential
payout—based on their
performances in the Olympus
US Open Series.
The 2011 US Open purse
includes a 6.4% increase in
men’s and women’s singles prize
money over last year’s total. And,
for the 39th consecutive year,

Getty Images for UST

A

the USTA is offering equal prize
money to both men and women—a

Base

TOTAL CHAMPIONSHIP EVENTS $22,036,000

Potential

$24,661,000

Grand Slam first and a US Open
tradition dating back to 1973. All
players also receive per diem

Champions Invitational/Wheelchair
Player Per Diems (Estimated)

$410,000

$410,000

$1,272,000

$1,272,000

payments to help with the
cost of accommodations and

TOTAL COMPENSATION

Base

Potential

$23,718,000

$26,343,000

other expenses.
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Marcos Giron

Bjorn Fratangelo

Victoria Duval

Lauren Davis

Generation Next
▲ When Jack Sock defeated Denis Kudla in the
boys’ singles final at the 2010 US Open, it marked the first time that
two Americans had reached the US Open boys’ final since 2000, when
18-year-old Andy Roddick topped Robby Ginepri for the title. And
for all the discussion regarding the next great U.S. champion, that
result has been more the rule than the exception in recent years for
American juniors.
In 2008, Coco Vandeweghe became the first American to win the
US Open girls’ title since 1995 and, that same year, Devin Britton
became the first American to reach the boys’ final since Roddick and
Ginepri in 2000. In 2009, shortly after Jordan Cox reached the boys’ singles final at Wimbledon , USTA Boys’ 18s National Champion Chase
Buchanan mirrored Britton’s feat in Flushing Meadows. And prior to
Sock and Kudla’s showdown, Andrea Collarini reached the 2010 French
Open boys’ final. Also in 2010, Sloane Stephens captured the girls’ doubles titles at the French Open, Wimbledon and the US Open, reaching
the singles quarterfinals or better at all three as well.
Perhaps no feat was as impressive as Bjorn Fratangelo’s at this year’s
French Open, where he became the first American to win the boys’ singles
title since John McEnroe in 1977. Fratangelo, now ranked No. 3 in the
ITF World Junior Rankings, will lead a strong cast of Americans into
the 2011 US Open Junior Championships, held during the US Open’s
second week, from Sunday, September 4, to the following Sunday. The
field will once again feature the best young players in the world—64
boys and 64 girls in singles and 32-team fields in doubles.
In addition to Fratangelo, other American boys to watch include
Marcos Giron, currently the top-ranked player in the USTA Boys’ 18s
National Standings, who made history earlier this year when he became
just the second boy (after Sam Querrey) to sweep the USTA International Spring Championships and the Easter Bowl in back-to-back
weeks; Alexios Halebian, who captured the USTA Boys’ 18s National
68 2011 US OPEN

Clay Court Championships in July; and Christian Harrison, the
17-year-old younger brother of Ryan Harrison. Texans Mitchell
Krueger and Shane Vinsant, who partnered to reach the boys’ doubles
final at Roland Garros, also have the ability to make deep runs in the
singles draw.
The American girls’ contingent is led by Lauren Davis, who has won
four USTA Pro Circuit titles since October 2010 and, at the junior level,
captured back-to-back titles in 2010 at the Eddie Herr International
and the Orange Bowl. She also won a USTA Wild Card playoff last
December to gain entry into the main draw of the 2011 Australian Open.
Davis is joined by other top American contenders such as Madison
Keys, who reached the final at the 2011 USTA International Spring
Championships; 15-year-old Victoria Duval, who reached the girls’
quarterfinals at Wimbledon earlier this year; Grace Min, the reigning
Wimbledon doubles champion who lost to Davis in the 2010 Orange
Bowl final and reached the semifinals at both the USTA International
Spring Championships and the Easter Bowl; and Nicole Gibbs, who is
returning to junior competition after helping lead Stanford to the
NCAA women’s team final in May as a freshman.
There will be no shortage of international prospects vying to win
America’s Grand Slam either. Defending girls’ champion Daria Gavrilova
of Russia will try to become the first player ever to win multiple US Open
girls’ singles titles, while Australia’s Ashleigh Barty and Tunisia’s Ons
Jabeur both look to continue their success coming off girls’ titles at
Wimbledon and Roland Garros, respectively.
On the boys’ side, international players to watch include current
world junior No. 1 and reigning Australian Open boys’ champion Jiri
Vesely of the Czech Republic, Wimbledon boys’ champion Luke Saville
of Australia and Great Britain’s George Morgan, the 2010 Orange Bowl
champion.
–Andrew Labovitz
USOpen.org
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Shingo Kunieda

David Wagner
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year with the finest wheelchair competitors in the world taking to the
courts at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center from Thursday,
September 8, to Sunday, September 11. And with a bounty of points
awarded to the winners and the 2012 Paralympic Games on the horizon,
the competition is primed to be fiercer than ever in 2011.
The quad division title once again figures to come down to a battle of
American David Wagner, the reigning Australian Open and US Open
Wheelchair Competition champion, and Brit Peter Norfolk. The two have
traded titles and the world’s top ranking in recent years and have faced off
in all three US Open Wheelchair Competition quad singles finals, with
Norfolk prevailing in 2007 and 2009 before Wagner broke through a year ago.
(There was no wheelchair competition in 2008 because of the Paralympic
Games.) In doubles, Wagner and countryman Nick Taylor look to continue
their stranglehold on the top spot. The duo has teamed to win all three
quad division titles in Flushing Meadows and also took home the gold
medal at the 2004 and 2008 Paralympic Games.
In the women’s and men’s divisions, Esther Vergeer and Shingo Kunieda
enter as overwhelming favorites. Vergeer came into the summer riding a
streak of 422 consecutive victories that included 108 tournament titles and
dates back to January 2003. And she has been at her most dominant in
Flushing Meadows, winning all five singles and all five doubles titles, dropping a combined 10 games in 10 sets in those singles finals. Her primary
competitor remains the last woman to defeat her, Australian Daniela Di
Toro, though the Dutch native will also be pursued by a host of countrywomen that includes world No. 2 Jiske Griffioen, Sharon Walraven, Aniek
Van Koot and the fast-rising 23-year-old Marjolein Buis. The lone American competing is up-and-coming collegian Emmy Kaiser, 21, the leader of
the U.S. World Team Cup squad who will be looking to boost her ranking
to secure an automatic berth into the Paralympic Games.
Kunieda, meantime, is the three-time defending champion and the prohibitive favorite, but he has been pushed in 2011 by Dutchman Maikel
Scheffers, who defeated Kunieda en route to the men’s wheelchair title at
Roland Garros and also claimed the prestigious Florida Open, one of six
Super Series events on the wheelchair calendar, earlier this year. Other contenders for the men’s crown include the French pair of Stephane Houdet
and 2010 US Open Wheelchair Competition runner-up Nicolas Peifer, as
well as 2005-06 champion Robin Ammerlaan, also of the Netherlands.
Stephen Welch is the leading American contender on the men’s side. The
former world No. 1 has played a lighter schedule in recent years to spend
more time with his family, but remains a very real threat, having won the
US Open title in St. Louis on three occasions and also boasting one gold
medal, two silver medals and one bronze medal in Paralympic competition.
The rules in wheelchair tennis are the same as able-bodied tennis, with the
lone exception that wheelchair players are allowed two bounces of the ball.
– E.J.C.

Esther Vergeer

Mark Dadsswell/Getty Images

▲ The US Open Wheelchair Competition returns this

Getty Images for USTA

Take Two

Nick Taylor
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US Open Championship
Anniversaries

Tracy Austin

5 years ago (2006)
Andre Agassi, competing in his 21st consecutive
US Open (an Open Era men’s record), rings down the
curtain on a remarkable career with a poignant final
bow on center stage.

Mats Wilander

10 years ago (2001)
Andre Agassi
Venus and Serena Williams

Cameron Spencer/Getty Images

Venus Williams defeats sister Serena in the first-ever
Grand Slam women’s final held in prime time on
network television.

15 years ago (1996)
Pete Sampras—three days after becoming ill on court
because of extreme dehydration and fatigue against
Alex Corretja—retains the No. 1 ranking by besting
second-seeded Michael Chang to win his fourth men’s
singles crown.

20 years ago (1991)
Jimmy Connors, ranked No. 174 and entered in the
tournament as a wild card, celebrates his 39th birthday
during a stunning run to the men’s semifinals.

25 years ago (1986)
Martina Navratilova defeats Helena Sukova for the
women’s title and Ivan Lendl tops Miloslav Mecir for
the men’s crown as all four singles finalists are
Czechoslovakian–born.

30 years ago (1981)
John McEnroe defeats Bjorn Borg in the men’s final for
the second consecutive year in what proves to be the
Swede’s fourth US Open runner-up finish and his last
appearance in a Grand Slam tournament.
Photos by Getty Images

Jimmy Connors

35 years ago (1976)
Jimmy Connors wins the men’s title on clay (Har-Tru)
en route to becoming the only player to win the US Open
singles championship on three different surfaces.

40 years ago (1971)

Martina Navratilova
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Chris Evert makes her US Open debut at age 16
and reaches the women’s semifinals, where she is
defeated by the top seed and eventual champion,
Billie Jean King.

Champions
Invitational
▲ The US Open Champions Invitational
returns for a sixth year in 2011 with a host
of former Grand Slam champions, finalists
and fan favorites. The Champions Invitational
employs a slightly modified version of the fanfriendly World TeamTennis format, with doubles matches forming all competition. The
players are divided into four teams of four
players each, with all teams playing two
matches from Wednesday, September 7,
through Saturday, September 10. Prize money
is awarded based on the teams’ order of finish.
Those scheduled to compete in this year’s
event include past US Open singles champions
Tracy Austin and Mats Wilander and doubles
champions Gigi Fernandez and Natasha
Zvereva, as well as former US Open singles
runner-up Todd Martin, former Wimbledon
champion Pat Cash, former Wimbledon runner-up Malivai Washington, past Australian
Open doubles champion Chanda Rubin and
U.S. Fed Cup captain Mary Joe Fernandez, a
two-time Grand Slam doubles champion and
a three-time singles finalist.
USOpen.org
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Open Season
▲ The Olympus US Open Series returned for its eighth season this summer with a new
tournament in Winston-Salem, while once again providing the sport with an unprecedented
platform—a six-week summer tennis season that links 10 North American tournaments to the
US Open. Beginning in July and showcasing 200 of the game’s top players competing for
$40 million in prize money, the Series has been bringing home the excitement of world-class
tennis to fans everywhere week after week.

Bonus Challenge
The Olympus US Open Series awards bonus points based on performance at each event. The top three men’s
and top three women’s finishers all earn bonus prize money at the US Open, with the champions of the Olympus
US Open Series Bonus Challenge having the opportunity to win $1 million in bonus prize money at the US Open.
Roger Federer accomplished the feat in 2007 by winning the men’s Bonus Challenge and the US Open singles title
to earn a total of $2.4 million, the single largest payout in tennis history. Kim Clijsters accomplished a similar feat
in 2005 to claim the largest payout in women’s tennis history ($2.2 million).

Appointment Television
Making it easier for fans to connect with the game, the Olympus US Open Series broadcasts its men’s and women’s
finals every weekend throughout the summer. All told, more than 200 hours of Series action were broadcast on
ESPN2, CBS and Tennis Channel this summer. Combined with the US Open, the Series will deliver more national
live television coverage than any other summer sport—all in High Definition (HD) and adding sizzle to an
already hot summer season.

Changing the Game
Bonus prize money, appointment television with back-to-back men’s and women’s Sunday finals, and a new
broadcast standard with all telecasts available in High Definition (HD) are but a few of the many innovations
fostered by the Olympus US Open Series. The Series debuted “US Open Blue” courts to heighten visibility of the
ball and create a signature look, and introduced the use of instant replay and the “Chase Review” electronic linecalling challenge system. In addition, this year marked the return of the championships of the US Open National
Playoffs, with the men’s singles, women’s singles and mixed doubles finals held in conjunction with the New
Haven Open at Yale. All in all, the Series has given tennis fans a lot to love about the summer season.

Olympus US Open Series at a Glance

Tournaments: Atlanta / Stanford / Los Angeles / Carlsbad / Washington, D.C. /
Toronto / Montreal / Cincinnati / Winston-Salem / New Haven / New York

Television

Bonus Prize Money

• The Olympus US Open Series creates an
easy-to-follow summer tennis season on television
by linking 10 North American tournaments to the
US Open.

• Performance in the Olympus US Open Series
Bonus Challenge has a direct effect on US Open
prize money.

• Live national coverage makes it possible for
fans to watch great tennis on television every
weekend throughout the summer.
• Men’s and women’s finals are broadcast
every weekend.

72 2011 US OPEN

• Players who win the Olympus US Open Series
Bonus Challenge will have the opportunity to win
$1 million in bonus prize money at the US Open.
• The top three men’s and top three women’s
finishers will earn bonus prize money at the
US Open.

Olympus US Open Series
Bonus Challenge
• Bonus points are awarded at each of the
Olympus US Open Series tournaments.
• Standings are updated every week.
• Final standings will include players who have
earned points in at least two Olympus
US Open Series events.

USOpen.org
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2011 US Open Prize Money for Top Finishers
Base
Prize Money

Prize Money with Potential Bonus Prize Money
for Top 3 Olympus US Open Series Finishers
1st Place Finisher

2nd Place Finisher

3rd Place Finisher

Winner

$1,800,000

$2,800,000

$2,300,000

$2,050,000

Finalist

$900,000

$1,400,000

$1,150,000

$1,025,000

Semifinalist

$450,000

$700,000

$575,000

$512,500

Quarterfinalist

$225,000

$350,000

$287,500

$256,250

USOpen.org
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US Open National Playoffs
▲ The US Open was once again “open” to everyone this
year, thanks to the second installment of the US Open National Playoffs.
Introduced in 2010 for the first time in US Open history, the US Open
National Playoffs gives any player 14 years of age and older who meets
the eligibility requirements the opportunity to qualify for the US Open.
The 2011 US Open National Playoffs featured a Sectional Qualifying
Tournament in three events—men’s singles, women’s singles and mixed

Jen Pottheiser for USTA

doubles—and was held in 16 of the 17 USTA geographical sections from
mid-April to early July. The draw size at each tournament was a maximum of 256 players in both men’s
and women’s singles and 128 in mixed doubles. The top two players/teams in each division were seeded
using their international professional computer rankings; if there were not two ranked players/teams, no
one was seeded.
Each of the winning players/teams then advanced to the second phase of the competition: the US Open
National Playoffs Championships, held in conjunction with the New Haven Open at Yale in New Haven,
USTA

Conn., the final Olympus US Open Series event of the summer. On the line in both the men’s and women’s
singles championships was a wild card into this year’s US Open Qualifying Tournament; for mixed
doubles, the winning team received a wild card into the US Open Mixed Doubles main draw.
Competitors in the US Open National Playoffs ranged from recreational players and USTA League
veterans to juniors, collegiate stars, entry-level pros and former Top 100 players. Together, they helped the
US Open National Playoffs deliver the spirit and excitement of the US Open to communities across the
United States in an extended Open Season.

▲ The men competing in this year’s
Sectional Qualifying Tournament—and
advancing to the Men’s Championship
event—included Blake Strode (above),
the US Open National Playoffs defending
men’s champion, and Cecil Mamiit, last
year’s runner-up. Strode is a former
All-American at the University of
Arkansas who deferred Harvard Law
School to pursue professional tennis.
Mamiit won the NCAA singles title as a
freshman at USC in 1996 and captains
and competes for the Philippines Davis
Cup team.

74 2011 US OPEN

Susan Mullane/Camerawork USA

Jen Pottheiser for USTA

Mixed Doubles

Women’s Singles
Anthony Behar

Men’s Singles

▲ Among the players who advanced to
the Women’s Championship event was
rising junior standout Robin Anderson
(above), who reached the quarterfinals
of the 2010 US Open juniors. The other
women to win Sectional Qualifying
Tournament titles included WTA veteran
Marie-Eve Pelletier, former Top 50 player
Vasilisa Bardina, Harvard product
Lena Litvak, former UCLA All-American
Yasmin Schnack and Romana
Tedjakusuma, a USTA Pro Circuit player
who competes for Indonesia’s Olympic
and Fed Cup teams.

▲ Six-time US Open champion Chris
Evert and ESPN’s Mike Greenberg
(above) helped kicked off the USTA
Eastern Sectional Qualifying Tournament
in mixed doubles before falling to the
eventual champs, teaching pros Darrin
Cohen and Bea Bielik (who won the
NCAA singles title for Wake Forest and
earned a wild card into the US Open in
2002). Also reaching the Mixed Doubles
Championship event was the tandem of
Jeff Tarango and Patricia Tarabini,
former tour players whose career high
in doubles were No. 10 and No. 12,
respectively.
USOpen.org
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World of
TALENT
A deep field of proven performers and
promising up-and-comers arrives in New York
in pursuit of the 2011 US Open men’s title.
BY NEIL HARMAN

“T

his is what they paid for, this is what
they want.” Those words were spoken—
perhaps “shouted” is the operative

word—directly into a television camera mid-match
20 years ago inside Louis Armstrong Stadium,
then the fulcrum of the US Open, by a 39-year-old

Flushing Meadows. “I’m upset, I’m mad, I’m happy,
I’m sad; what do they want me to be—a robot out
there?” he commented later. No, they wanted
Jimmy to be Jimmy.
78
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Jimmy Connors, the fearless warrior lord of
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Novak Djokovic, a two-time US Open
finalist, is attempting to win his third
Grand Slam event of 2011.
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Few players, through the teeming years at a
venue that, more than any other, has mixed the
throbbing pulses of tennis and city life, have
made quite such a defining impact upon it as
Connors. He wasn’t from here, but he was the
archetype New York competitor. What you
give to the people of New York, you receive
back. That was Connors’ motto, and whoever
wants to land this coveted title in the next two
weeks must understand it, too.
Connors did not win that most spectacular
US Open in 1991, which would have been an
extraordinary achievement even for someone
of his powers. But he managed to complete his
career only two short of a century of victories
in America’s Grand Slam (98-17 is his wonloss record), and he is one of only three players
to have won the men’s singles championship
five times, sharing that distinction with Pete
Sampras and Roger Federer.
Who among the contenders this year will
bear Connors’ motif most compellingly?
In the aftermath of a Wimbledon that
secured his place among The Championships’
pantheon of totemic winners, Novak Djokovic
stands at the vanguard of those most desirous
of US Open success. He has been the star of
the show throughout the year.
At the time he joined play in the Olympus
US Open Series, Djokovic had lost one competitive tennis match in 51 played since the
start of the Davis Cup Final last December,
when he led Serbia to victory over France and
captivated a nation still in its infancy. He has
won the All England Championships; the
Australian Open; the ATP Masters 1000 tournaments in Indian Wells, Calif., Key Biscayne,
Fla., Madrid and Rome; as well as the tour
stops in Belgrade (his home city) and Dubai.
The lone blemish was losing to Federer in four
tumultuous sets in the semifinals of the
French Open.
A couple of years ago at the US Open,
Djokovic had Todd Martin, the 1999 US Open
finalist, in his players’ box—Martin having
been brought into the team to work on making Djokovic more comfortable at the net,
enhancing his volleying technique, while also
tweaking his service action. At some stage in
the following six months, the fit did not work
and Marian Vajda, the Slovakian who had
80
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Successful defense of his 2010 US Open title would give
Rafael Nadal, the 2011 French Open champion, two Grand
Slam tournament crowns within a year for the third time in
the last four seasons.

been Djokovic’s coach for three years beforehand, was reinstated as the major influence
behind the scenes.
“This year,” Vajda says, “[is] the year he
[has] dominated so much, but I have to go
back a little bit into the past when, last year,
Novak was not able to challenge the top guys
that much. He was struggling with his serve at
the start of 2010, [and] if you don’t find your

game through the serve, you basically cannot
play. He was managing to keep up on third
place, but the mental strength was not there
because his game had almost collapsed. He
couldn’t find the rhythm, and it was tough to
play without the serve. It takes a long time,
even if he is such a talent.
“…We are here in the era of Roger and Rafa
(Rafael Nadal), and he was always behind,
USOpen.org
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questioning himself: ‘Why am I not there? Why
am I not the No.1?’ And he was almost giving
up sometimes; there were negative moments.
We (the team) have tried to convince him, and
he is open to us. We can work on specifics. He
is always open. He is not backing up, and we
can work on everything and prepare him much
better. We can find his weaknesses and give him
good planning. It was not easy at the beginning, but now he is mature and he knows he
has to deal with the pressure.”
With each Grand Slam tournament championship comes the demand for another. So
even if it is not visible, there will be a touch
extra pressure on Djokovic’s shoulders as he
attempts to win a third major this year. But,
lest we forget, Djokovic was runner-up here a
year ago, having stunned Federer by saving
two match points in the semifinals. (Remember the bravado with which he went for his
shots at those moments?) He performed quite
valiantly on the last day, but could not deny
Nadal becoming the seventh man in the history
of the sport to complete the box-set of all four
Grand Slam tournament titles.
Indeed, since 2007, when Djokovic reached
his first major championship final here, he has
been a semifinalist or better on the unforgiving pavement of the USTA Billie Jean King
National Tennis Center, a testament to his
durability and physical powers—which take
such a pounding at this stage of the season.
Those who, in the past, poured scorn on what
were considered to be Djokovic’s limitations
(dare one say excuses) might now be having to
re-evaluate the harshness of their words.
Having moved ahead of Nadal and Federer
in the rankings, Djokovic has to expect that
neither of them takes kindly to him muscling
onto their patch. In particular, Federer had
won this title five times in succession until
Juan Martin Del Potro removed him from his
perch in 2009. And Del Potro, having been
denied the opportunity to defend his crown
last year because of a prolonged recovery from
wrist surgery, also will want to remind folk of
what they have been missing.
Nadal’s appreciation of his own play and
that of his contemporaries has long marked
him as a very special man. It is not easy to lose
graciously; a lot of people have never quite
82
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Five-time US Open champion Roger Federer needs a title
this year to take his streak of winning at least one Grand
Slam tournament a season to a record nine years.
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Andy Murray (left) and Andy Roddick won US Open boys’ singles titles four years apart—and Murray is still chasing a men’s crown, while Roddick claimed the championship in 2003.

managed it. Yet Nadal has. “I lose,” he
explained after the Wimbledon final, his fifth
consecutive loss to Djokovic, “because I am
playing against the best player of the moment,
and I am the second. When you play against
these players and they are playing unbelievable, the normal thing is [to] lose. That’s what
happened [the] last few times. Even for me
when I was last year winning three [Grand
Slam tournaments], my level was not forever.
“Probably the level of Novak of today is not
forever. I’m gonna be here fighting all the time,
waiting [for] my moment. I don’t have to wait
a lot because I already won three tournaments
this year and one Grand Slam [tournament]—
84

2011 US OPEN

but waiting to beat him another time, maybe
in a Grand Slam. I understand the sport like
this. When one player is better than you, at this
moment the only thing you can do is work, try
to find solutions and try to wait a little bit for
your time. The last five times wasn’t my time.
So I’m gonna wait and try in the sixth. If that
doesn’t happen, the seventh. That’s the spirit
of the sport.”
It was not that many moons ago that pundits were arguing whether a Nadal victory in
the Australian Open this year would count as a
genuine ‘Grand Slam’ of four majors in a row
or simply a ‘Rafa Slam.’ The sense has now
shifted to whether the Spaniard, who hurt his

heel during his fourth-round Wimbledon victory against Del Potro, can do the inconceivable
once more and win a second consecutive title
on these courts, which are so rough and tough
on the knees and other joints.
Perhaps the element that adds the most
intrigue to the US Open this year is exactly
where Federer’s mind and game are. A year
ago, he decided to make a coaching change
and brought in Paul Annacone, erstwhile
coach to Sampras and Tim Henman, with the
specific idea that he wanted to tighten up his
game just a little, to play in a manner that
could prove decisive against the young
titans—especially in the Grand Slam events.
USOpen.org
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He had 16 Grand Slam tournament singles titles then; he has 16 today.
Federer regards any suggestion that he may have stagnated with disdain. He
has been close in the majors: the US Open semifinals in 2010 and, this year, the
Australian Open semifinals; the final at Roland Garros, where he played spectacularly well in patches against Nadal; and most disappointingly, the quarterfinals at
Wimbledon, where he led Jo-Wilfried Tsonga of France by two sets to love then
had the racquet torn from his grasp.
Perhaps the only satisfaction Federer could derive from Djokovic’s victory at
Wimbledon was that it prevented Nadal from moving to within five of his record
Grand Slam haul. “You can’t go through a 10- or 15-year career thinking you’ll
always be at the very top,” Federer says. “I think I did incredible work staying so
long in the Top 2 in the world. I never would have guessed in 2004, when I got to
No. 1 for the first time, that it was going to carry me for so long and that I was
always going to be [in the] quarters, semis, finals of Slams, and get a shot over and
over again.
“I struggled to get to my first Grand Slam final back in 2003 (at Wimbledon),
whereas everybody predicted I was going to win many and get to No.1. It’s just not
as easy as it seems. You can see with other players who are trying it. There are
many tough guys out there, and it’s gotten very physical, very mental. I think I’m
86
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Clockwise from above: Robin Soderling, David Ferrer and Juan Martin Del Potro can challenge the
favorites for the US Open title. Soderling is a two-time French Open finalist. Ferrer is a two-time
Grand Slam tournament semifinalist (including the 2007 US Open). Del Potro won the 2009 US Open.

USOpen.org
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Frenchmen Gael Monfils (top), a US Open quarterfinalist in
2010, and Jo-Wilfried Tsonga (bottom), the 2003 US Open
boys’ singles champion, frequently inspire awe among fans
because of their awesome athleticism.

8
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doing well under the circumstances with as
many challengers. I got a few guys back who
were able to beat me, and many times when I
lose, I feel like it’s on my racquet. That’s a good
thing. I wouldn’t want to feel that I couldn’t
compete with the new generation. I can. It’s
not a problem for me.”
Federer entered the US Open having
reached the quarterfinals of 29 consecutive
Grand Slam events, a record. But extending
that mark to 30 is the lesser of the two milestone streaks in play for him. Federer has won
at least one Grand Slam tournament for the
past eight years, a record he shares with Bjorn
Borg and Sampras. Federer needs a US Open
title to extend his streak to nine years and take
sole posession of the record.
Andy Murray, as a junior champion here in
2004 and a men’s singles finalist in 2008, ought
to be considered among the favorites. Going
into his first Olympus US Open Series event
this year, the Rogers Cup in Montreal, he had
won 23 of 28 matches since the beginning of
April, including winning for the second time
in three years at Queen’s Club. A finalist at the
Australian Open this year for the second time
running, Murray joins Djokovic as the only
players to reach at least the semifinals of each
Grand Slam event so far this year.
As in many tennis centers of the world, it is
sometimes difficult for Americans to know
what to make of the Scot, who hides the extrovert side of his nature behind a laconic exterior.
After losing to Federer in the final here back in
’08, Murray was asked by a particularly effusive U.S. journalist what he would do with his
check for $1 million (including his US Open
Series bonus). “That’s about 10 pounds isn’t
it?” he responded, which rather took the wind
out of the questioner’s sails.
But Murray went on to talk about his love
of Arthur Ashe Stadium, recalling how he had
watched the women’s final the year he won the
juniors and that the atmosphere had overwhelmed him, as it has many others. His loss
in the men’s final was “tough because it was
absolutely packed, but to get the opportunity
to play against Federer in a Slam final in front
of that many people, I don’t think it gets really
any bigger than that in tennis. So it’s going to
be a great experience for me, and next time,
USOpen.org
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I’m sure I’ll deal with the situation a bit better.”
There are those who can handle the moment and those who cannot.
The crowd gets to a lot of players. The ushers often have their hands full
to hold the crowds back. They don’t sit still, they enjoy raucous conversation and, often, their attention-span seems ill-suited to five-set tennis.
But give them a scrap, and they love it.
Scrappers abound in the sport today. The top four have not reached
the exalted status by being shrinking violets. Del Potro’s right arm (now
well healed) contains dynamite; he won two tournaments in the first
four months of the year and took his ranking from No. 485 after the
Australian Open to No. 19 after Wimbledon. Tsonga announced himself as a real force on the grass at Wimbledon and Queen’s Club (but
can’t throw himself around in similar fashion on concrete), while
Mardy Fish and Andy Roddick would love to challenge for the sake of
American tennis.
It is eight years now since Roddick firmly took charge as the present
of the U.S. game by winning the US Open, chiseling his name into tournament lore by becoming the fourth man in the Open Era to save a
match point somewhere along his journey to the title. Roddick has been
the nation’s mainstay, both in this championship and in Davis Cup,
since Andre Agassi took his tear-stained leave of tennis five years ago
90
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Clockwise from above: Americans Mardy Fish, John Isner and Sam Querrey are among the
sport’s biggest servers, a trait that might serve them well in their efforts to surpass a
2010 US Open in which all three reached at least the third round.

Susan Mullane/Camerawork USA
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this summer. How much of a future Roddick
has will be determined, he says, next year. As
with everyone who has been at the peak of the
sport, the desire to hang around on the
periphery while the laurels are being handed
to the younger generation can be worn away
rather quickly. Roddick is nothing if he is not a
prospective champion.
Fish, for his part, is almost nine months
older than Roddick, but the renaissance his
career has had in the last couple of years makes
his horizon seem farther away. He has been a
quarterfinalist at a different Grand Slam event
three of the last five years and appears close to
a career-defining breakthrough.
But who else among the Top 20 in the
world—to expect a champion from outside
their number is rather foolhardy—could challenge the hegemony of the leaders in the sport?
Robin Soderling of Sweden has been to the
quarterfinal stage of his past two US Opens,
while Spaniard David Ferrer’s single semifinal
in 2007 is much too little to show for his talents. Frenchman Gael Monfils, a quarterfinalist
here last year, always seems to be a year away
from his major moment.
Monfils’ countryman, Richard Gasquet,
has undergone a re-birth under the tutelage of
Riccardo Piatti and Sebastien Grosjean, but
aside from winning the junior title in 2002, his
record here suggests the hard courts are not his
forte. On the other hand, Tomas Berdych of
the Czech Republic has a game that is tailormade for this surface. He serves monsters
when the mood takes him, and he hits a rasping forehand. But a lot like Roddick, when the
backhand is required to sustain him in the rallies, it can often fall prey to lack of length and,
thus, lack of thrust.
As for the beloved Connors, he will be 60
next year and still speaks as purposefully as
ever. He wasted nothing on the court and
wastes nothing off it. “I like to watch Nadal,”
he says, “because he shows emotion and the
thrill of being a part of what’s going on out
there. And one thing I probably like best about
that is he’s not afraid to show it. There are a lot
of good kids, but you can’t give them personality. Either they have that, or they don’t. But I
think they can show that they have passion for
the game a little bit more, which would bring
the fans more into what they’re doing.”
Because that is what they paid for, and that
is what they want. ●
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Previewing the Future
Think ahead, just for one moment, to Super Saturday, 2015. It is not that far off.
Roger Federer will almost certainly have waved goodbye to the sport, making the
announcement via his website. Ditto Andy Roddick. Rafael Nadal’s legs may have
taken just about all the punishment they can take, Novak Djokovic should have
half-a-dozen majors and Andy Murray will have won at least one Grand Slam
event—common sense dictates that has to be the case.
Fans will look back fondly on these competitors and argue about the relative
merits of their achievements—Who was better? Which would you prefer to have
around for tea?—while the next pulse of talent attempts to muscle in on the territory
that was once theirs.
Crystal-ball gazing is one of the great pastimes of any sports junkie. Those
who saw a 16-year-old Nadal at the Monte Carlo Open in 2003 surely knew they
had seen a future world No.1. The same was true of Boris Becker at Queen’s Club
in 1984, and in 1998, Federer was foremost among “players to watch.” There was
something in the demeanor of these tyros—the way they stood up to the ball, the
certainty in their stride, the fiery look in their eyes and their overall deportment—
that reeked of super-stardom.
The images in today’s crystal ball aren’t all as clear—foresight is 20/60 at
best—but there are names worth tracking.
Bernard Tomic came into view three years ago, when he was 15. The young
Australian had won the Orange Bowl international junior championships in the
under-12s, under-14s and under-16s. His father, John, boasted that his role was
“to make [Bernard] an athlete and also to understand that he must never give up.
I do not accept giving up.” Bernard reached the quarterfinals of Wimbledon this
year as a qualifier and took Djokovic to four sets. Tomic rose to No.71 in the world
on the back of his success and, at 18, is the youngest man in the ATP Top 100.
When watching Grigor Dimitrov of Bulgaria, the first thought that occurs is this:
How much did he study Federer’s service technique? Dimitrov’s delivery is practically identical. The next thought is that with his flair and attitude, nothing should
prevent Dimitrov, 20, from getting into the mix. Peter McNamara, the great Aussie
doubles player who became Dimitrov’s coach in June 2010, took him aside after
the first wave of headlines promising future greatness and said, “You’re a nobody;
you’ve done nothing. Just get out there and show me how you can play.” It was a
very good call. Dimitrov was at No. 59 in mid-July, then a career-best.
Canadian Milos Raonic’s impact on the game has been resounding. A fourthround appearance at the Australian Open, where his blistering serve and happygo-lucky charm endeared him both to fans and media alike, was followed by a
falling out with Galo Blanco, his Spanish coach, who accused him of not trying
hard enough in the subsequent tour event in Johannesburg. Blanco’s threat to
walk had the desired effect, for Raonic, 20, won at San Jose and reached the final

USOpen.org
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Clockwise from below: Milos Raonic, Bernard Tomic, Ryan Harrison and Grigor Dimitrov, all age 20 and younger, are the stars of
tomorrow. While Raonic is the first to win an ATP singles title, Tomic was the first to reach a Grand Slam tournament quarterfinal
and Harrison was the youngest to win a tour match.

in Memphis, where he lost to Roddick. Raonic has since risen to the world’s Top 30. “He’s
as exciting of a talent as we’ve seen in a while,” Roddick said after the Memphis final.
Roddick is more effusive when talking about Ryan Harrison, the player perhaps most
likely to succeed him as America’s top talent. Harrison, 19, clearly has that certain
something. His game has a solid base and he is a solid person, as well. "The USTA sent
Ryan to me a couple of years ago,” Roddick said recently. “He reminds me of myself 12
years ago, a little bit of a psycho on the court with a lot of questions. Everything that makes
him annoying now will make him a good tennis player."
Harrison might find company among the pair of 18-year-old Americans who captured Grand Slam tournament junior titles during the past year. Jack Sock won the
US Open boys’ singles crown, the first U.S. player to do so since Roddick in 2000. Bjorn
Fratangelo, this past June, captured the French Open junior title, the first U.S. boy to
triumph in Paris since John McEnroe in 1977. Fratangelo, as one might guess, was
named for six-time French Open champion Bjorn Borg, which has been a bit of a
mixed blessing. “If ever there are articles about me or stuff about me,” Fratangelo
said, “that’s usually how they start it. But it’s just my name; that’s about it. Thank
and doing something else.”
On the 75th anniversary of Fred Perry claiming the last major singles championship by a British man, it has to be said that the post-Murray era shall be led
by Liam Broady. The left-hander was the Wimbledon boys’ singles runner-up

Susan Mullane/Camerawork USA

God I didn’t end up hating the sport, or I’d have to end up living with the name

this year. If bearing the name of a former champion is a bit of a handicap, it
so happens that Broady, 17, was born in Stockport, England, the same town
in which Perry was born.
— Neil Harman

USOpen.org
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Men’s Rankings

TOP SEEDS

ATP WORLD TOUR
Timothy A. Clary/Getty Images

RANK PLAYER

Rafael Nadal

➤➤ Recent men’s No. 1 seeds at the
US Open—and how they fared.
Year
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004
2003
2002
2001
2000

Player
Rafael Nadal
Roger Federer
Rafael Nadal
Roger Federer
Roger Federer
Roger Federer
Roger Federer
Andre Agassi
Lleyton Hewitt
Gustavo Kuerten
Andre Agassi

US Open Result
W
F
SF
W
W
W
W
SF
SF
QF
R64

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
11
12
13
14
15

Roger Federer
Rafael Nadal
Novak Djokovic
Andy Roddick
Lleyton Hewitt
Andy Murray
Nikolay Davydenko
Juan Carlos Ferrero
David Ferrer
David Nalbandian
Robin Soderling
Tommy Haas
Ivan Ljubicic
Daniel Nestor

Matthew Stockman/Getty Images

CAREER PRIZE MONEY
$63,563,278
$42,646,332
$27,871,630
$19,648,091
$19,001,021
$16,462,353
$14,590,275
$13,519,942
$11,272,218
$10,550,282
$10,422,761
$10,057,858
$9,839,896
$9,588,485
Roger Federer

1T
1T
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Bob Bryan
Mike Bryan
Max Mirnyi
Daniel Nestor
Mahesh Bhupathi
Nenad Zimonjic
Michael Llodra
Leander Paes
Aisam-Ul-Haq Qureshi
Rohan Bopanna

Chris McGrath/Getty Images

DOUBLES RANKINGS

Bob Bryan and Mike Bryan

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

Novak Djokovic (SRB)
Rafael Nadal (ESP)
Roger Federer (SUI)
Andy Murray (GBR)
Robin Soderling (SWE)
David Ferrer (ESP)
Gael Monfils (FRA)
Mardy Fish (USA)
Tomas Berdych (CZE)
Nicolas Almagro (ESP)
Gilles Simon (FRA)
Andy Roddick (USA)
Richard Gasquet (FRA)
Mikhail Youzhny (RUS)
Viktor Troicki (SRB)
Jo-Wilfried Tsonga (FRA)
Stanislas Wawrinka (SUI)
Jurgen Melzer (AUT)
Fernando Verdasco (ESP)
Juan Martin Del Potro (ARG)
Alexandr Dolgopolov (UKR)
Florian Mayer (GER)
Juan Ignacio Chela (ARG)
Marin Cilic (CRO)
Janko Tipsarevic (SRB)
Marcos Baghdatis (CYP)
David Nalbandian (ARG)
Feliciano Lopez (ESP)
Milos Raonic (CAN)
Nikolay Davydenko (RUS)
Michael Llodra (FRA)
Ivan Ljubicic (CRO)
Marcel Granollers (ESP)
Fabio Fognini (ITA)
John Isner (USA)
Thomaz Bellucci (BRA)
Kevin Anderson (RSA)
Tommy Robredo (ESP)
Guillermo Garcia-Lopez (ARG)
Juan Monaco (ARG)
Ivan Dodig (CRO)
Xavier Malisse (BEL)
Philipp Kohlschreiber (GER)
Sergiy Stakhovsky (UKR)
Dmitry Tursunov (RUS)
Pablo Andujar (ESP)
Kei Nishikori (JPN)
Andreas Seppi (ITA)
Adrian Mannarino (FRA)
Albert Montanes (ESP)

AGE

RANK ENTERING
’10 US 0PEN

US OPEN
BEST RESULT

24
25
30
24
27
29
24
29
25
26
26
26
25
29
25
26
26
30
27
22
22
27
32
22
27
26
29
29
20
30
31
32
25
24
26
23
25
29
28
27
26
31
27
25
28
25
21
27
23
30

3
1
2
4
5
12
19
21
7
16
42
9
38
14
47
11
27
15
8
10
45
46
51
13
44
18
33
25
247
6
35
17
94
86
20
28
77
41
53
32
146
50
31
36
481
107
147
56
152
23

F, ’07, ’10
W, ’10
W, ’04-08
F, ’08
QF, ’09-10
SF, ’07
QF, ’10
QF, ’08
4R, 3 times
3R, 4 times
3R, 3 times
W, ’03
4R, 3 times
SF, ’06,’10
3R, ’08
4R, ’09
QF, ’10
4R, ’10
QF, ’09-10
W, ’09
1R
2R, ’04, ’06
QF, ’07
QF, ’09
3R, ’10
2R, ’04, ’06
SF, ’03
4R, ’08, ’10
1R
SF, ’06, ’07
4R, ’04
3R, ’05, ’07
2R, ’09, ’10
1R
4R, ’09
2R, 3 times
3R, ’10
4R, 7 times
2R, 3 times
4R, ’07
2R, ’10
4R, 3 times
3R, ’07, ’09
3R, ’10
3R, 3 times
1R
4R, ’08
3R, ’08
2R, ’10
4R, ’10

Rankings as of August 7, 2011 / Career earnings are for active players / Statistics made available by South African Airways ATP Rankings
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HE’S GONE THROUGH THE RECORD BOOKS.
A SEEMINGLY EFFORTLESS REWRITE OF THE
SPORT’S HISTORY. BUT HIS STORY GOES
WELL BEYOND THE COURT. A LIFE INSPIRED
INSP IRE S OTHERS .
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Maria Sharapova, the 2006 US Open champion,
has returned to top form this year, reentering
the Top 5 and reaching the semifinals at
Roland Garros and the final at Wimbledon.
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A

Contest
of WILLS
In a women’s field filled with power hitters, mental strength promises
to be a major factor in deciding who will wear the 2011 US Open crown.
BY MATT CRONIN
efore she was crowned queen of New York in her fashionable black Audrey Hepburn-

B

inspired dress in 2006, Maria Sharapova remembers being a little intimidated by the
sights and sounds of New York City. She was then and remains the world’s highest paid

and most widely recognized female athlete. But Sharapova, at her core, is a bit of a homebody
and prefers the simple life at her home in Los Angeles. ✿ “At the beginning of my career there
were aspects [of New York] that were a little frustrating,” she recalls, “like not knowing the city,
driving out to Queens. It was just too much. Now I have grown to appreciate that.” ✿ Indeed,
that is the common chorus of champions at the US Open. While a multitude of players assemble
in Flushing year after year, many in fine form, only those who are able to adapt and cope with all
that New York has to offer—the good and the bad, the cheers and the jeers—ever lift the Tiffany
trophy. ✿ But it wasn’t just New York City that Sharapova needed to adjust to. Even though she

Gabriel Bouys/Getty Images

broke out as a prime-time player in 2004 when she shocked Serena Williams to win Wimbledon
at age 17, Sharapova needed to add more muscle to her lean frame before she could withstand
the pounding of U.S. hard courts. The powerful Mary Pierce outhit her here in 2004, and then
eventual champion Kim Clijsters out-legged her in the 2005 semifinals.
USOpen.org
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Serena Williams is looking to win her fourth US Open singles title and add to her 13 Grand Slam tournament singles championships, fourth-most in the Open Era.
Mike Hewitt/Getty Images

During the 2006 tournament, however,
against the backdrop of a Nike commercial that
promoted her to the accompaniment of the
song “I Feel Pretty,” Sharapova decided that
she would grab wins any way she could—even
if that meant winning ugly. Taller, stronger and
better balanced, she whipped No. 1 and reigning Australian Open and Wimbledon champ
Amelie Mauresmo in the semifinals. Sharapova
then hit through Justine Henin, the 2003
champion, in the final.
Sharapova would continue to impress on
the sport’s big stages right up until mid-March
2008, about five weeks after she had captured
her third Grand Slam tournament title, at the
Australian Open. It was during the spring that
she first seriously injured her right shoulder.
Six months later, after being forced to miss the
US Open, she underwent shoulder surgery.
At times during her recovery, Sharapova
wondered whether she would be forced out of
the game entirely. But as she has since she was
100

2011 US OPEN

almost 7 years old and moved to the United
States with her father, Yuri, nearly penniless,
she continued to fight. There were moments
when Sharapova was extremely frustrated
with her results—as recently as last year at the
US Open in a straight-sets loss to Caroline
Wozniacki—but she kept at it, to great effect.
Now, Sharapova has became a serious factor
at the majors once again. Having reached only
one Grand Slam tournament quarterfinal
since she won the Australian Open in 2008,
she was a semifinalist this year at the French
Open and a finalist at Wimbledon. What better
way to celebrate the fifth anniversary of her
US Open crown than to reclaim it? The key
for her is to keep her first serve percentage
extremely high and to locate her spots on the
serve. Overall, her movement has improved,
she has added more variety to her repertoire
and she is scalding the ball off the ground and
with her return.
Of course, Sharapova isn’t alone in trying

to get something back at the US Open. Serena
Williams, a three-time champion, missed last
year’s tournament because of a lacerated foot,
which she sustained right after winning 2010
Wimbledon. Earlier this year, while preparing
for her comeback, she suffered a pulmonary
embolism and a subsequent hematoma, which
set her back all the way until the week before
Wimbledon. As the defending champion at
the All England Club, Serena managed to win
three rounds, despite being severely rusty and
admittedly a bit out of shape. She vowed when
she left London that she would hit the practice
courts like never before because, in her time
off, she realized just how much she missed
competing and also winning.
Serena still owns the most fearsome and
consistent serve in women’s tennis, a quickfisted return of serve and clean groundstrokes.
She didn’t capture 13 major singles championships by the luck of the draw. So if her health
holds up, she’ll be as hungry and as lethal as
USOpen.org
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Kim Clijsters (left) has won her past three US Opens, while No. 1 seed Caroline Wozniacki is seeking her first major title.

when she won the US Open as a 17-year-old in
1999—and likely as composed as she was in
facing down big sister Venus in the 2002 final
and the 2008 quarterfinals.
The last person who managed to defeat
Serena in the US Open heading into the current edition of the event was Kim Clijsters, and
as two-time defending champion, Clijsters
entered this year’s tournament on quite a roll.
She had a 21-match US Open winning streak,
holding the 2005, 2009 and 2010 US Open
titles, with her injury and temporary retirement absences from 2006 to 2008 not counting
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against her. Only Chris Evert’s 31-match streak
is longer in the Open Era.
Coming along in the midst of the Williams
sisters era, even Clijsters seems surprised that
she has found such success. When she made
her US Open debut as a 16-year-old in 1999,
Clijsters ran into 17-year-old Serena in the
third round, but merely served as the first real
speed bump on Serena’s route to the championship. Two years later, Clijsters faced thendefending champion Venus for the first time
and lost, 6-3, 6-1.
“The thing is, when I was younger, the

impact of the powerful strokes was something
we weren’t used to,” Clijsters says. “I played
juniors when I was 13, 14. So then, all of a
sudden, you’re playing against Venus, Serena,
big girls. The level is so different and the way
they hit their strokes. I wasn’t able to deal with
it because it was just kind of overwhelming.”
Clijsters, the reigning Australian Open champion, clearly adjusted. Her 2001 encounter with
Venus was merely the first chapter in what has
become a terrific US Open rivalry. The two
have played here three times since. Each time
Clijsters has won in three sets. Each time she
USOpen.org
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The 2011 US Open marks the 10th anniversary of Venus
Williams’ second and last US Open singles title.

has won the tournament.
Clijsters, who owns a home in New Jersey
with her American husband, Brian Lynch, has
been a dominant player on U.S. hard courts.
She has won a remarkable 15 of her 41 singles
titles on North American soil, including her
three US Open crowns and the WTA Premier
Mandatory tournaments in Indian Wells,
Miami, Cincinnati and Canada.
But after winning this year’s Australian
Open in sterling fashion, Clijsters tore ligaments in her right ankle while dancing at her
cousin’s wedding, which caused her to miss two
months of play. She arrived at Roland Garros
hobbled and injured her right foot, which
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forced her to pull out of Wimbledon. Given
how much she wanted to claim those two
Grand Slam tournament titles, she is sure to be
driven to maintain her US Open supremacy.
Venus Williams, at 31, is the oldest exchampion in the draw, and her career arc has
covered every other former US Open winner
who entered the tournament and the vast
majority of other contenders. Of her seven
Grand Slam tournament singles titles, only two
have come at the US Open—and this wasn’t
her first major championship. But this tournament is special in a way that doesn’t compare
to any other.
Venus came of age at the 1997 US Open,

when, wearing red, white and blue beads in her
hair, she came out of nowhere to reach the
final. The then-gangly 17-year-old showed off
not only tremendous talent and power, but
also a lot of guts. Fourteen years later, when
folks reflect on Venus’ life and career, it’s often
forgotten that even after her coming out party
in 1997, she still had miles to go before her
game would mature. It wasn’t until 2000,
when Venus had turned 20 and was coming off
her first Grand Slam tournament singles
crown at Wimbledon, that she found the right
combination of power and grace and took
over the tour.
Venus has given no real indication of when
she will retire. Clearly, her body has taken a
pounding over the years. From 2010 Wimbledon to the 2011 edition, she was able to play in
only four tournaments because of knee and
hip injuries. However, those four events
include the 2010 US Open, in which she
reached the semifinals with zero match play
after Wimbledon and pushed Clijsters to her
outer limits in a 4-6, 7-6(2), 6-4 defeat that was
surely the most exciting women’s match of the
tournament. Venus has the capability of going
deep again, but only if she serves extremely
well and takes over the net, because it’s getting
harder for her to hit through an increasingly
tall and strong group of young players—the
Caroline Wozniacki generation, aka “Gen Caro.”
As for Wozniacki herself, the current women’s No. 1 might well be struggling with the
same adjustment that Clijsters had to make
when transitioning to professional tennis.
Wozniacki beats most everyone on tour
through her incredibly consistent play; that’s
how she got to the top. But against the power
hitters, the “big girls,” as Clijsters says (i.e., the
Williamses, Clijsters and Sharapova), the Dane
began the summer a combined 2-11.
Wozniacki is unquestionably competitive.
She proved that during the 2009 US Open,
when she hung in against former champion
Svetlana Kuznetsova to win, 2-6, 7-6(5), 7-6(3),
in the fourth round. That was the year that
Wozniacki advanced to the US Open final. She
showed off the same strengths then that she
has today: the game’s steadiest and perhaps
most powerful two-handed backhand, superior
court coverage and a dogged determination to
USOpen.org
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Petra Kvitova (left) and Li Na entered the 2011 US Open attempting to capture their second major title of the year.

mentally and physically wear down every one
of her opponents.
Wozniacki has admittedly had a rocky 2011
at the majors, giving up match points against Li
Na in the Australian Open semifinals, struggling
to find winners against Daniela Hantuchova in a
third-round loss at Roland Garros and being
out-hit by Dominika Cibulkova in the fourth
round of Wimbledon. While Wozniacki has a
cheery disposition, she has grown tired of the
constant questions about being ranked No. 1
without yet having won a Grand Slam event. She
is a committed hard worker and is good enough
to win the US Open. It’s just a matter of her
trusting her shots more at crunch time.
That was hardly an issue for Wimbledon’s
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new champion, Petra Kvitova, who became the
first member of Wozniacki’s generation to win
a major. At the All England Club, 21-year-old
Kvitova, perhaps the hardest-hitting lefthander
the game has ever seen, went for broke and
bullied a fellow “Gen Caro” member, Victoria
Azarenka, in the semifinals, as well as Sharapova
in the title match. Kvitova wields a wicked
slice serve that brings back memories of
another left-handed Czech native, 18-time
Grand Slam tournament singles champion
Martina Navratilova. When she is in position,
Kvitova can give the ball a ride off both wings,
and she also is a hyper-aggressive return of
server. This is Kvitova’s fourth US Open, and if
she can improve her defense, she could find

herself in great position to capture another
Grand Slam tournament crown.
Like Kvitova, Azarenka is a go-for-broke
player, but she is willing to use four- to fiveshot combinations before going for a winner.
She entered the 2010 US Open with high
hopes, particularly after taking the title at
Stanford over Sharapova in the final. However,
Azarenka suffered a concussion in a bizarre
manner during last year’s US Open—tripping
on a treadmill while warming up for her
match—and was forced to retire in the second
round. The 22-year-old Belarusian has had a
lot of bad luck with injuries. When healthy,
though, Azarenka is a champion-in-waiting.
Consider, she has won at Miami twice in the
USOpen.org
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last three years, and she showed a lot of spirit
in reaching her first final four at a major at
Wimbledon. Her booming groundstrokes will
give her a legitimate title shot.
Of the other “Gen Caro” members, Poland’s
Agnieszka Radwanska has the best chance to
go deep in this event. She’s a creative player
who uses her foes’ speed against them. And
while she is tired of being compared to former
US Open champion Hingis, she does have
remarkable touch and excellent foot speed,
like the Swiss Miss. Belgium’s Yanina Wickmayer reached the 2009 US Open semifinals,
losing to Wozniacki. If she manages to meet
her goal of developing a “Plan B” to counter
the all-out style of play that has allowed her to
flirt with the Top 10, she’ll be very dangerous.
For all the excitement and promise of “Gen
Caro,” there remain veterans who are Grand

Slam tournament champions capable of
adding to their legacies. Kuznetsova is one of
five active former US Open champions. She
won here in 2004, the year of the Russian
women. Anastasia Myskina won the French
Open that season, and Sharapova famously
claimed Wimbledon.
Since winning the 2009 French Open crown,
Kuznetsova has been very up and down, falling
out of the Top 20 last year for the first time
since 2003. However, she has been known to
pick up steam in a flash; she began this year’s
Olympus US Open Series on the cusp of a
return to the Top 10. So if her new coaching
consultant, Myskina, can convince her that she
still has Slam-winning material, Kuznetsova
will be an extremely tough out.
China’s Li Na this year became the first
Asian woman to win a major in singles when
USOpen.org
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she upended defending champion Francesca Schiavone at Roland
Garros. In fact, Li joins Sharapova as the only women to reach at
least the semifinals in two Grand Slam events this year. Li, who has
had much greater success throughout her career on hard courts than
on clay, began the year by advancing to the final of the Australian
Open. At age 29, she has become a smarter competitor who understands how to work the points in her favor.
The colorful Schiavone can school opponents, too. She almost
upset Venus, who is merely six days older, in the 2010 US Open
110
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Clockwise from above: Victoria Azarenka, Marion Bartoli and Ana Ivanovic have each
advanced as far as the round of 16 at the US Open and are focused on going further
at this year’s event.

USOpen.org
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Gate Crashers
It’s not often that you see a tennis player create her own post-victory dance and
then have the confidence to strut her stuff—even after beating the most sour-pussed
opponents. But women’s tennis isn’t overrun with players such as Andrea Petkovic
either. Petkovic is a fun-loving, ball-bashing German who, in the past year or so, has
come out of the tennis wilderness to become one of the WTA’s most popular and
capable players.
At age 23, the Bosnia-born Petkovic is not exactly a young upstart. Indeed, the
woman who counts the comedic Oscar Wilde as one of her favorite authors is a bit of
a late bloomer, the result of a severe knee injury, which she suffered in early 2008,
setting her back a good year-and-a-half.
Nevertheless, Petkovic can be considered one of the WTA’s new faces, a breakout talent who might be unknown to the casual sports fan, despite a solid following—
and, in many cases, strong results—in tennis circles. Some of these budding stars
are still rather young, while others have been working their craft a bit longer.
At the 2010 US Open, when Petkovic upset veteran Nadia Petrova, 6-2, 4-6, 7-6(4),
the world saw a fast-moving, consistent all-court player who, after a rough summer,
made good on her promise to her coach to do something special if she pulled off the
win. With a jig and twirl, thus was born the “Petko dance,”
perhaps the natural evolution for someone who
had begun a video blog the year before and
called herself “Petkorazzi.” She is one of the
most interactive players on the
tour, consistently engaging
with her fans. Petkovic
takes on any subject that strikes
her fancy in her
blog. She is both bold
and funny.
This past spring
on clay in Strasbourg,
Petkovic captured the
second singles title of
her career, and she also has 2011 wins
against three-time major champion Maria
Sharapova and No.1 Caroline Wozniacki.
With the Wimbledon title run of Czech lefty Petra Kvitova, the
younger members of the Wozniacki generation, “Gen Caro,” finally made
a big-time move. Until then, it looked like the 21-and-under set might
become a lost generation, as Wozniacki was the only member of her
group even to reach the final of a Grand Slam event (the 2009
Matthew Stockman/Getty Images

quarterfinals with her unique combination of
spins, speed and headstrong net rushes.
Serbians and former No. 1s Ana Ivanovic
and Jelena Jankovic could figure heavily in the
outcome of the event if they can manage to
produce their best in key moments. The same
could be said of Aussie Samantha Stosur, who
owns the most impressive kick serve and
inside-out forehand in women’s tennis, but
she is a modest soul who is not always comfortable in the spotlight.
Russian Vera Zvonareva, a finalist at 2010
Wimbledon and the US Open, isn’t the red carpet
sort either. And while she is very studious—
she’s pursuing a degree in international economics—she has yet to uncover a user-friendly
theory as to how she might break through and
finally win a major. The same goes for talented
veterans Hantuchova and Marion Bartoli.
While the Williams sisters were nursing
injuries during the past year, other American
women stepped forward, perhaps previewing
the future. Bethanie Mattek-Sands, the selfstyled Lady Gaga of tennis, took over as the
United States’ top player and did fairly well
contending with the pressure, pushing her
ranking up to a career-high No. 30 at the start
of the Olympus US Open Series.
Mattek-Sands is at mid-career, along with
Vania King (last year’s US Open women’s doubles champion, with Yaroslava Shvedova) and
Varvara Lepchenko, but a slew of players
between the ages of 18 and 20 follow, all
ranked in the Top 125. They include Christina
McHale, Coco Vandeweghe, Irina Falconi,
Allison Riske and 2009 US Open sensation
Melanie Oudin. Their experience against the
leading women of today is limited, although
Oudin did upset Sharapova during her amazing breakthrough here two years ago. Furthermore, McHale and Oudin were able at least to
soak in some of Venus’ knowledge this past
April during Fed Cup. Venus, injured, made
the trip to Germany to cheer on the U.S. team
and its teenage singles lineup.
Back in 2009 when Oudin made her extraordinary run to the US Open quarterfinals,
she wrote the word “Believe” on her shoes.
There’s a lesson there: Even in their darkest
hours, Sharapova, Serena, Venus and Clijsters
have always believed that, at their best, they
can take down anyone. The young U.S. women
would be smart to follow their lead, which
could propel them to US Open glory. ●

US Open), while veterans had claimed 12
consecutive majors, dating from Ana
Ivanovic’s coming-of-age triumph at the
2008 French Open.
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Julia Goerges (opposite page) and Andrea Petkovic, Sabine Lisicki and Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova (above, left to right) came to New York
hoping to make a name for themselves at this year’s US Open.

But now that the gates have been swung open, it’s possible

Slam quarterfinal at Roland Garros and has already cracked the

the younger set could storm the castle. Germany has perhaps

Top 15. Slovakian “Pocket Rocket” Dominika Cibulkova, 22, a

its best threesome ever in Petkovic, Sabine Lisicki and Julia

US Open quarterfinalist last year, has a substantial upside, as

Goerges, all of whom can give the ball a hair-raising ride. The

well as, perhaps, the most powerful forehand ever for a player no

21-year-old Lisicki owns a 123-mph serve and reached the

taller than 5-foot-3. Canada has not had a women’s impact player

Wimbledon semifinals. Goerges, 22, has a fearsome forehand,

for some time, but the statuesque Rebecca Marino could break

which she used to take out Wozniacki twice in the first half of this

that trend. Top 100 teens Bojana Jovanovski of Serbia, Simona

season, including at Stuttgart for her first WTA Premier title.

Halep of Romania and Jersey girl Christina McHale might be

Of course, the Germans aren’t the only ones who have the

Week One wonders, but their true impact awaits.

potential to make their way into the later rounds of the US Open.

Whomever among this group has the biggest breakout at the

Former phenom Tamira Paszek of Austria has finally started to

US Open will surely warrant attention. But will they be able to

peak—some four years after she reached the fourth round of the

leverage it in the manner of Petkovic, who realizes she’s not just

US Open as a 16-year-old; she was a quarterfinalist this year at

on court to dig out balls? She strives to put on a show worthy of

Wimbledon. Russian Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova just turned 20

the big tent at the US Open—and everywhere else she plays.

and can smoke balls to the corners. She is likely a year or two
away from realizing her full potential, but she reached her first

USOpen.org

“I view ourselves, athletes in general, as entertainers,” she
says.

— Matt Cronin

2011 US OPEN
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TOP SEEDS
Caroline Wozniacki
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WTA TOUR

➤➤ Recent women’s No. 1 seeds at the
US Open—and how they fared.
Year
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004
2003
2002
2001
2000

Player
Caroline Wozniacki
Dinara Safina
Ana Ivanovic
Justine Henin
Amelie Mauresmo
Maria Sharapova
Justine Henin-Hardenne
Kim Clijsters
Serena Williams
Martina Hingis
Martina Hingis

US Open Result
SF
R32
R64
W
SF
SF
R16
F
W
SF
SF

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Serena Williams
Venus Williams
Kim Clijsters
Maria Sharapova
Svetlana Kuznetsova
Jelena Jankovic
Vera Zvonareva
Dinara Safina
Caroline Wozniacki
Nadia Petrova
Lisa Raymond
Francesca Schiavone
Ana Ivanovic
Daniela Hantuchova
Victoria Azarenka

$33,002,254
$27,860,151
$23,747,082
$16,047,604
$15,792,587
$12,098,542
$11,155,721
$10,585,640
$9,878,725
$9,551,234
$8,473,659
$8,383,260
$8,238,996
$7,794,799
$7,578,784

Greg Wood/Getty Images

CAREER PRIZE MONEY

Serena Williams

1T
1T
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Kveta Peschke
Katarina Srebotnik
Flavia Pennetta
Gisela Dulko
Liezel Huber
Maria Kirilenko
Yaroslava Shvedova
Vania King
Nadia Petrova
Elena Vesnina

Clive Brunskill/Getty Images

DOUBLES RANKINGS

Kveta Peschke and Katarina Srebotnik

RANK PLAYER

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

Caroline Wozniacki (DEN)
Kim Clijsters (BEL)
Vera Zvonareva (RUS)
Victoria Azarenka (BLR)
Maria Sharapova (RUS)
Li Na (CHN)
Petra Kvitova (CZE)
Francesca Schiavone (ITA)
Marion Bartoli (FRA)
Samantha Stosur (AUS)
Andrea Petkovic (GER)
Svetlana Kuznetsova (RUS)
Agnieszka Radwanska (POL)
Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova (RUS)
Jelena Jankovic (SRB)
Dominika Cibulkova (SVK)
Peng Shuai (CHN)
Ana Ivanovic (SRB)
Yanina Wickmayer (BEL)
Julia Goerges (GER)
Shahar Peer (ISR)
Daniela Hantuchova (SVK)
Roberta Vinci (ITA)
Flavia Pennetta (ITA)
Sabine Lisicki GER)
Maria Kirilenko (RUS)
Alisa Kleybanova (RUS)
Nadia Petrova (RUS)
Jarmila Gajdosova (AUS)
Kaia Kanepi (EST)
Bethanie Mattek-Sands (USA)
Lucie Safarova (CZE)
Anabel Medina Garrigues (ESP)
Venus Williams (USA)
Sara Errani (ITA)
Tamira Paszek (AUT)
Klara Zakopalova (CZE)
Maria Jose Martinez Sanchez (ESP)
Elena Vesnina (RUS)
Polona Hercog (SLO)
Rebecca Marino (CAN)
Ekaterina Makarova (RUS)
Ayumi Morita (JPN)
Iveta Benesova (CZE)
Petra Cetkovska (CZE)
Irina-Camella Begu (ROU)
Lourdes Dominguez Lino (ESP)
Lucie Hradecka (CZE)
Alexandra Dulgheru (ROU)
Tsvetana Pironkova (BUL)

AGE

RANK ENTERING
’10 US OPEN

US OPEN
BEST RESULT

21
28
26
22
24
29
21
31
26
27
23
26
22
20
26
22
25
23
21
22
24
28
28
29
21
24
22
29
28
26
26
24
29
31
24
20
29
29
25
20
20
23
21
28
26
21
30
26
22
23

2
3
8
11
17
9
29
7
14
6
38
13
10
22
5
45
61
40
18
44
19
26
65
21
94
25
30
19
60
32
76
25
46
4
36
196
35
22
47
48
179
52
83
68
183
228
148
121
29
33

F, ’09
W, ’05, ’09-10
F, ’10
4R, ’07
W, ’06
QF, ’09
4R, ’09
QF, ’03, ’10
4R, ’07, ’08
QF, ’10
4R, ’10
W, ’04
4R, ’07, ’08
4R, ’11
F, ’08
QF, ’10
3R, ’10
4R, ’07, ’10
SF, ’09
2R, ’10
QF, ’07
QF, ’02
2R, ’08
QF, ’08, ’09
2R, 3 times
3R, 5 times
2R, ’08, ’10
QF, ’04, ’05
3R, ’06
QF, ’10
2R, 4 times
3R, ’07
3R, ’05, ’07
W, ’00, ’01
3R, ’09-10
4R, ’07
1R
3R, ’09-10
3R, ’09
1R
2R, ’10
3R, ’07, ’08
1R
2R, 3 times
2R, ’07
—
3R, ’10
1R
3R, ’10
2R, ’07, ’10

Rankings as of August 7, 2011 / Career earnings are for active players / Statistics made available by Sony Ericsson WTA Tour Rankings
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impact
players
A decade after their historic meeting in the US Open
final, the Williams sisters’ footprints are all over tennis.
BY ANDREW LAWRENCE

Their matchup in the 2001 US Open final made
Venus and Serena Williams the first sisters to meet
in a Grand Slam tournament singles final since
Maud and Lilian Watson at Wimbledon in 1884.
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T

he 2001 US Open women’s singles final between Venus and Serena Williams
wasn’t just a moment in tennis; it was a moment in time. The meeting at center
court alone outshined any that would come after the coin toss. Here was a pair
of sisters contesting a Grand Slam tournament title for the first time in 117
years, two Compton, Calif., girls who learned the game on cracked inner-city courts converging on the grandest public patch in the Big Apple. As history-altering sports moments go, it was
right up there with Joe Louis KO’ing Max Schmeling in ’38, Billie Jean King humiliating Bobby
Riggs in ’73, and Tiger Woods blowing away the Masters field in ’97. That the match itself was
cringe-worthy—and big sister Venus won in little more than an hour—was academic.
Still, there was no ducking the takeaway; it set the stage for everything that followed—the
combined 20 Grand Slam tournament singles titles, 12 shared major championship doubles
crowns, 113 weeks at the top of the WTA singles rankings and eight weeks as co-No. 1 in doubles, and the racial and gender trailblazing that resulted. But for as much recognition as the
Williams sisters get for transforming tennis, it somehow doesn’t seem to be enough. A decade
later, everyone remains hard pressed to neatly sum up the Williamses’ impact on the sport.
Maybe that, quite simply, is because they’ve impacted so much—from the way the game is
played to the faces of the people who play to how they get paid. “If you want to think of the
Williams effect, just think of how many families around the globe had the dream of their child
playing tennis, began training them at an early age and were able to say, ‘This is what they’re
going to do,’ and [have] it to come to fruition each step of the way,” says former pro Leslie Allen,
who, in 1981, became the first African-American woman since Althea Gibson to win a tour
event. “It’s an amazing story.”
Change, after all, is supposed to come in baby steps. That’s doubly true for tennis. Consider
the number of years it took for the sport to go from male-dominated to a celebration of femininity, from amateur to professional, from monochromatic to multicultural. But the Williams
sisters? They transitioned the sport from the rare to the routine as suddenly as they go from
defense to offense.
From solely a stylistic standpoint, their imprints on the sport are indelible. Back in the day,
tennis was a game for the fleet and the sleek, and greats such as Martina Navratilova and Steffi
Graf stood out as the lone muscle cars in a field of sporty convertibles. But when Venus and
Serena arrived on scene with their long limbs coiled in fast-twitch fibers, you saw tennis players
flocking to the gym to keep pace—just as you did generations of golfers when Woods started
strong-arming his way around the course.
And as in golf, tennis technology was transforming in lockstep. Racquets had already
shape-shifted from wooden frames and catgut strings to graphite and synthetic, pushing the
action on the court from the net to the baseline. Today’s sticks are even lighter and hybrid
2011 US OPEN
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minority participation in the lower ranks. While they haven’t yet reaped
the dividends of, say, Frenchman Yannick Noah—whose 1983 triumph
at Roland Garros resonates in the many minority faces who lead
France’s tennis federation, such as stars Gael Monfils and Jo-Wilfried
Tsonga—the Williamses have seeded a promising crop.
Sixteen-year-old Madison Keys, a Rock Island, Ill., native now living
in Boca Raton, Fla., won her first professional title in June 2010 on the
USTA Pro Circuit. While the Williams sisters were her tennis inspiration, it wasn’t their on-court prowess that hooked her. Keys merely liked
the dress she saw Venus wearing while playing a Wimbledon match on
TV, and her dad told her she could have it only if she took up tennis. In
July 2009, Keys defeated Serena in World TeamTennis.
Gabrielle Andrews, 14, from Pomona, Calif., finished 2010 as the
nation’s No. 1-ranked 18-and-under player. Last summer, Andrews and
Taylor Townsend, 15, from Stockbridge, Ga., helped the United States to
a fourth consecutive World Junior Tennis championship.
Mikayla and Alycia Parks, a pair of Atlanta-area tweens who took up
the sport in 2008 and relocated to train at USTA Training Center Headquarters in Boca Raton, Fla., two years later, are being molded in the
Williams sisters’ cast. Sloane Stephens,
Top to bottom: Serena and Venus
became the first African-American
a rising 18-year-old who won her first
women to own a piece of an NFL team
pro singles title in May and captured
when they bought a minority share of
the Miami Dolphins in 2009. Last year,
junior
Grand Slam doubles crowns
Serena opened a second secondary
school in Kenya. The Anti-Defamation
last year at Roland Garros, WimbleLeague honored Venus for her support
don and the US Open, is poised for a
of fellow pro Shahar Peer after Peer had
been denied a visa to play in Dubai.
breakthrough. The Williamses are
definite influences—though Alycia
Parks is partial to Serena because “she
is tall and has muscles like me [and]
has won lots of tournaments and
only lost a few like me.”
But perhaps the closest retelling
of the Williams sisters’ rags to riches
story awaits with 13-year-old “Tornado” Ali Black and her sister, “Hurricane” Tyra. As the story goes, the plan
was for Sylvester and Gayal Black to
give birth to and raise a couple of tennis players—the same plan Richard
Williams had after watching Virginia
Ruzici claim the 1978 French Open
champion’s check. The next step is for Tornado, winner of the 2010
USTA Girls’ 14 Clay Court Championships, to turn pro after she turns
14 next May, just as a 14-year-old Venus turned pro in 1994.
“There’s a generation of kids now who only know African-American
women to be in the finals somewhere around Wimbledon or to be in
the finals,” Allen says. “Whereas generations like mine and before, we
didn’t grow up seeing anyone like them hold up a trophy.”
Clearly, the Williamses blazed their own path to success, breaking
convention to the point of creating new norms. A decade ago, the idea
that a tour player could audit the WTA schedule as if in grad school,
instead of grinding through the weekly maze along with the rank and
file, seemed like a career killer. But now, there’s no question that the
Williamses’ long sabbaticals from tennis extended their time in the sport.
Art Seitz

Steve Mitchell/US Presswire
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stringing is the norm. Add that to age-limit rules restricting
the number of tournaments women under 18 can play and,
before you knew it, the game had reached a new era: the age
of Big Babe tennis.
Not coincidentally, the Williamses also ushered in the era
of big money. The 2001 US Open final, which beat the
prime-time college football game between No. 5 Nebraska
and No. 17 Notre Dame in the television ratings, was the first of many
must-see events. With those additional eyes came larger tournament
purses, more corporate synergy and more vehicles through which to
become a household name. The Williamses are less a business model
than the tide that floats all boats. The WTA’s top draw as well as its alltime richest earners, the sisters have banked so much over the years—
some $61 million on the court and tens of millions more in endorsements—that they can afford to help pay wages of athletes in totally different sports. In 2009, they purchased a minority stake in the NFL’s
Miami Dolphins, becoming the first African-American women to own
a piece of an NFL franchise.
Still, the Williamses don’t just break glass ceilings; they raze walled
gardens, too. Their influence on tennis is apparent in the surge of
118

2011 US OPEN

USOpen.org

Ad Template_Layout 1 7/20/11 2:38 PM Page 1

THE POWER OF COOL

AVAILABLE AT MACY’S

STARRING PAUL WALKER

EAU DE
TOILETTE

Clive Mason/Getty Images

LAWRENCE_Williams Legacy.8_••2004 US OPEN TEMPLATE 8/1/11 5:09 PM Page 5

Clockwise from above: Madison Keys, sisters Alycia and Mikayla Parks, and
Tornado Ali Black are but a few of the Williams sisters’ progeny hoping to find
success along the trail that Venus and Serena blazed for all during their past
decade of near-dominance.
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efforts the next year, outlining her arguments in an
essay that was published in The Times of London on
the eve of Wimbledon. In the article, she scolded the
tournament for being on the “wrong side of history,”
but stopped short of accusing it of gender discrimination. “The message I like to convey to women and
girls across the globe is that there is no glass ceiling,”
she wrote.
And, boy, did her message get through. After
British Prime Minister Tony Blair and members of
Parliament publicly endorsed her essay, Wimbledon
announced that it would curtsey to Williams’ wishes.
Not surprisingly, she was the first player to profit from
her activism, triumphing over Marion Bartoli in the
2007 Championships en route to claiming a $1.4 million check—the same amount awarded to men’s singles
champion Roger Federer.
If there’s a shame to the Williams sisters’ reign, it’s that it has to end
someday. With any luck, their careers will draw to a close when they
decide, rather than when injuries force them to stop. Until then, Venus
and Serena surely will continue to impact the game. As success stories go,
the Williamses are an American original. Their opening act in the 2001
US Open final is a moment that time won’t soon let go. ●
Art Seitz

“I remember reading an article years ago where a former
player didn’t think the Williams sisters were going to be that
good for that long because they didn’t seem to have the desire
to play so many tournaments,” says Rodney Harmon, who in
1982 became the first black man since Arthur Ashe to reach
the US Open quarterfinals. “However, what has kept them
around is that they haven’t burned themselves out. Just look
at the women they came up with: You have
Justine Henin, who retired; and Kim Clijsters, who retired and unretired. You had
Martina Hingis. All the players who played a
lot seem to go away, whereas the Williams
sisters have staying power.”
They also have the power to bring
attention to causes they believe in. Sometimes that happens on the court, as when
Venus won the 2009 Dubai Tennis Championships and then, in her victory speech,
stood up for Shahar Peer, the Israeli player
who was denied entry into the United
Arab Emirates for the tournament amid
what organizers called “security concerns.”
Sometimes that happens off the court, as
when Serena helped build two secondary
schools in Kenya, the most recent opening
in 2010.
And sometimes there’s just no competing with Venus, whose successful fight for equal pay in tennis might well stand as the greatest of
her many victories. It’s a fight that started decades before, but gained
firm footing in 2005, when Williams met with officials from the French
Open and Wimbledon to make the case for an evenly split purse—a
staple of the US Open since 1973 when King was leading the charge.
Undeterred after her demands were rejected, Williams redoubled her

USOpen.org

©2011 Napa Cellars, Oakville, CA

Ad Template_Layout 1 7/18/11 10:32 AM Page 1

NAPA REDEFINED
At Napa Cellars, we’re putting a modern spin on classic Napa wines, combining Napa’s legendary
terroir with contemporary sensibilities to create delicious wines that possess all of the character
you’ve come to expect from Napa, but with an attitude and price that we think you’ll find rather
refreshing. In doing so, we’re redefining what Napa wine can be. Cheers!
NapaCellars.com

BODO_Athleticism.9_••2004 US OPEN TEMPLATE 8/1/11 3:13 PM Page 2

BODO_Athleticism.9_••2004 US OPEN TEMPLATE 8/1/11 3:13 PM Page 3

Fitting In
b

ack when Novak Djokovic, now
No. 1 in the world and the top
seed at the US Open, first came on
the scene, he was clearly gifted,
but obviously ill-prepared for the
grind of a game that increasingly demanded
stamina, rather than a mere willingness to run,
and general conditioning, rather than simple
arm-and-leg strength.
At times, circa 2006, Djokovic was indeed a
sorry sight—flailing away with those
long arms, his chia-pet hair oddly dry
despite the perspiration on his brow
and arms. He was already throwing
poison-dart groundstrokes, but the
longer a match went on, the more
he seemed in danger of simply passing out. Or, in some
cases, giving up.
Granted, he had unique
respiratory problems, some
of them unidentified until later in his
career and linked to allergies. Still, even
as he attracted notice by making the
third round of a major here, the fourth
round there, he was conspicuously a
boy among men. And the days when
the enthusiasm and flexibility of a sufficiently
gifted boy could earn him a place among the
men of tennis were already coming to an end.
In 2011, Djokovic completed his journey to
full maturity, as evidenced by his record. He
won the Australian Open for a second time
and came within three matches of equaling
Guillermo Vilas’ all-time Open Era winning
streak (46 matches). And in the span of three
enchanted days in early July, Djokovic claimed
the No. 1 ranking and snatched the Wimbledon
title from defending champ Rafael Nadal.
The key to Djokovic’s astonishing breakout
was fitness—not the low-grade variety that once
was the norm for tennis players (back in the day,
a desultory 20-minute jog after a 45-minute practice was considered fitness training), but a supercharged program with numerous interrelated

components, including proper nutrition (the
enemy, it turns out, was pizza; who knew?), core
strength training and even yoga. It tells you
something that Djokovic has one tennis coach,
Marian Vajda, but two physiotherapists: Milan
Amanovic and Gebhard Phil-Gritsch.
Back in May, after Djokovic beat clay court
icon and then No. 1 Nadal in an ATP Masters
1000 final for the second time in two weeks
(thereby extending his streak to 39), he explained

with them, never mind coaches and trainers.
That began to change as money flowed
into the game, and a top player could afford
the financial risk of taking a coach on the road
full-time. One of the first Open Era players to
take that plunge was Bjorn Borg, whose coach,
Lennart Bergelin, was omni-present on the
tour. Bergelin was more than coach and confidant; he also was Borg’s masseur. But he was
no fitness specialist.
Ivan Lendl and Martina Navratilova
took the interest in training and fitness
to the next level. They were the first ones
to perceive the advantage in making a
serious commitment to off-court fitness
training, and they were willing
to hire peripheral professionals—some of whom
were sneeringly derided as
“gurus”—in their desire to
optimize performance.
For example, Lendl and Navratilova
both consulted with nutritionist and
author Dr. Robert Haas (Eat to Win).
When asked if he would contemplate
adopting the “Haas diet,” Lendl’s great
rival John McEnroe remarked: “I’m
already on the Haagen-Dazs (ice cream) diet.”
Today, that retort seems less flip than oblivious. In the end, Lendl won more Grand Slam
tournament singles titles than McEnroe, and
he had a much longer career at the top of the
game. Thus was the bar raised for all players,
and over time, it became imperative for pros to
do more and different kinds of off-court training. Gradually, the word “fitness” has become
a gross misnomer.
“Fitness” implies a baseline state at which a
player can compete effectively. That just doesn’t
cut it anymore. These days, the players who are
in the mix at the top are paragons of something like “über-fitness,” a combination of
strength and stamina conditioning based on
routines and habits that are as closely guarded
as family secrets. Trainers and physiotherapists
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Tennis’ top players are turning
to serious fitness training
programs to help raise their
game to the highest level.
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BY PETER BODO

his performance to the press this way: “Everything is possible. You can do it if you fit well with
the team of people around you and focus on
your goal: to be physically ready for the match.
We did a great job, and today I was able to get
the maximum out of my fitness.”
✦✦✦
The trend that Djokovic has brought to
fruition was a long time in the making, and it
has had numerous repercussions—not all of
them obvious.
Initially, tennis players were loners and individualists; it was part of the ethic as well as the
romance of the sport. It was also pretty much
demanded by the harsh economics of the amateur and early professional eras, before the commercial floodgates were fully opened. Pioneering
pros could ill-afford to take spouses on the road
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Martina Navratilova (left) and Ivan Lendl (middle) were the first to grasp the benefits to be gained from an off-court fitness regimen and strict diet; it’s no coincidence that at the time of their retirements
they were ranked No. 1 longer than anyone else. When Serena Williams (right) and her sister Venus came along, their power and athleticism inspired other players to match their physicality.

are a new elite, mysterious figures practicing an esoteric, highly scientific
discipline. Their influence has not only enabled good players to become
great and great ones to scale unimaginable heights (16 Grand Slam
tournament crowns, anyone?), they’ve had a shaping influence on how
the game is played.
Thus, Roger Federer periodically retires to the desert in his adopted
home of Dubai, where he follows a regimen designed by his long-time
fitness trainer, Pierre Paganini. Only then, when the spadework is
done, does Federer import practice partners, whom he slices through
and then serially discards, like so many perspiration-soaked T-shirts.
And this is a player with an obvious gift for the game—the kind of
player to whom swinging a racquet seems as natural and as effortless as
gliding does to a hawk. The kind of player who, were he playing two
decades ago, might have scoffed at the idea of tossing a medicine ball
back and forth across a net.
Players who aren’t interested in investing a comparable amount of
sweat equity end up spinning their wheels or simply falling off the pace
set by the top players. Take David Nalbandian and Marcos Baghdatis,
both gifted ball-strikers who have played Grand Slam finals. Neither has
lived up to his potential. And Nalbandian has struggled with injuries
that may have been caused by his inability to keep up with his betterconditioned peers.
Mardy Fish, the top-ranked U.S. player through most of this year,
was well on his way to becoming a cautionary fitness tale when he woke
up one day, shortly after undergoing knee surgery in the fall of 2009, to
realize that his career was passing him by. He flung himself into the gym
and pushed away his much-loved cheeseburgers and carbohydrates in
favor of fish and protein. Fish shed 30 pounds and, ultimately, nearly 50
ranking points to crack the Top 10 in April.
That’s one guy who won’t roll his eyes or laugh when Djokovic
rhapsodizes about his gluten-free diet.
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Today’s game is played at a breakneck pace and with a savage
emphasis on firepower—a trend that has only been exacerbated by a
technological revolution that some say is more profound than the one
that produced mid- and over-sized racquets more than 25 years ago.
That’s the advent of the polyester strings, often used in combination
with traditional gut, now favored by the top players.
It seems counter-intuitive, but the great advantage of these synthetic
strings is that they’re … dead. As in “inelastic.” Thus, they enable players
to take huge, vicious cuts at the ball with less fear than ever before that
the shot will go out. These days, even a player blessed with soft hands
and an artistic sensibility often finds himself standing flat-footed, trading
the equivalent of haymaker punches with an equally durable opponent—
with neither player able to score a knockout punch. This, too, puts an
emphasis on conditioning.
The most representative match of this era might be that semifinal
epic between Spanish countrymen Nadal and Fernando Verdasco at the
2009 Australian Open. The men went at it for five hours, 14 minutes
before Nadal won the longest match in the history of the tournament.
Two, three decades ago, a match lasting that long could only have
occurred on clay, and it would have featured players once derided as
“clay-court grinders.”
But Nadal and Verdasco both like to hit a big ball and go for their
shots. That they could engage in such a lengthy, bitter war of attrition on a
hard court, playing positive tennis, speaks volumes about our time. Nadal
would go on to win the tournament, but within four months, he would be
so hampered by tendinitis in both knees that he lost for what remains the
only time in his career at Roland Garros and had to skip Wimbledon,
where he was the defending champ.
Nadal’s own training routine is a closely guarded secret, but the
combination of his equipment, his wrenching style of play and the
intensity with which he competes appear to be enough to overwhelm
USOpen.org
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even the most well-conditioned body. There are still, after all, limits. It’s
troubling that, despite Nadal’s durable frame and obviously high state
of fitness, he has been wracked by injuries. Because of that effortful
style, he’s probably paying a higher ante at the high-stakes table than
either Federer or Djokovic, and he has become a regular, strident critic
of the tennis calendar and the demands of the tour.
But those complaints largely fall on deaf ears, especially now that
Djokovic has supplanted Nadal as the top player.
Patrick McEnroe, head of the USTA’s Player Development program,
is emphasizing fitness as a key factor in molding young American players
into athletes who can compete against the best from around the world. In
his playing days (circa 1990), McEnroe experimented with European
coaches and saw firsthand how they were well ahead of the curve on
training. “In the States,” McEnroe says, “we were still really focused on
technique. What fitness stuff we did was mostly tennis related—oncourt drills, like running and plucking balls off the corners of the court.
But the Europeans were already looking at all kinds of things that had
nothing to do with the game, per se, but had everything to do with the
ability to play it at a high level of fitness.”
McEnroe did not forget those lessons when he assumed the leadership of Player Development. He chose Jose Higueras, a former pro from
Spain and a highly regarded coach whose past pupils include three Hall
of Famers, to head up the program. Higueras, one of the most fit players
during his playing days in the 1970s, is a big believer in what McEnroe
calls the “360-degree game.”
McEnroe and Higueras want to develop young players who are prepared to react with authority and power to a ball anywhere within reach
of the racquet. (Imagine looking down on a player from above; that’s
where the 360-degree concept comes into play.) This is a far cry from
the old-school “step-forward-follow-through” methodology, and it
makes different and more general demands on a player, increasing the
need for attributes such as core strength and general conditioning. Used
to be, development was all about making tennis players; today it’s all
about making athletes who play tennis.
The degree to which mature strength and conditioning are critical
components to success is illustrated by the graying of the elite. It wasn’t
so long ago that Boris Becker won Wimbledon at age 17 (1985) or that
Monica Seles won the French Open at 16 (1990). Conventional wisdom
through most of the Open Era suggested that the future of tennis
belonged to the very young—especially among women because they
seemed to mature physically earlier in life. Chris Evert, Tracy Austin,
Andrea Jaeger, Jennifer Capriati, Seles and Martina Hingis were proof.
That paradigm held up, again, especially among women, for a long
time. But it has been shattered in recent years. The last teenager to be the
WTA No. 1 was Hingis in 2000. And these days, more stories are written
about veteran players such as Francesca Schiavone, Sam Stosur or Li Na
contesting major finals than about prodigies slashing their way to the top.
In an earlier era, young men such as Milos Raonic, Grigor Dmitrov,
Richard Berankis, Bernard Tomic or Ryan Harrison might have punched
through to win tournaments or contend into the second week at a major.
Not anymore. Tomic, an 18-year-old whose high degree of guile compensates somewhat for his youthful lack of strength, had a nice run that
ended in the quarterfinals this year at Wimbledon. It was the first time a
youngster of Tomic’s age went that far at a major since Becker.
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Mardy Fish devoted himself to improved conditioning and lost 30 pounds, which led to his rise
into the Top 10 this spring.

The youngest male Grand Slam tournament champion in recent
years was Nadal, who won the French Open just days after he turned 19
in 2005. His was an unusual case, though, because of his genius for
clay-court tennis. (He might have won the event a year earlier, were it
not for injury.) It was a full three years before Nadal won his next
major at a tournament other than Roland Garros. Djokovic’s career
trajectory is similar; he won his first major championship crown at the
Australian Open in 2008 at age 20, but he would be denied another
major until this year.
Of course, that was partly due to an obstacle course consisting of
Federer and Nadal. But it was also because Djokovic was too frail and, in
some ways, still too much the tennis player, too little the conditioned,
strong, fit athlete.
When Federer ended Djokovic’s winning streak in the French Open
semifinals a few months ago, he took the handshake at the net as an
opportunity to tell Djokovic how much he admired what the Serb’s
streak represented.
“What you achieved with your streak is unbelievable,” Federer said.
“Because today, the game is so professional and physical.”
On a day when fans of technique and artistry had occasion to
rejoice, their hero understood that the game is no longer mainly about
technique—or artistry. ●
USOpen.org
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We three
KINGS
The storied history of the ascension to the throne in the Golden Age of Tennis.
BY L. JON WERTHEIM

Illustration by Barry Blitt

o

nce upon a time, there were three kings: Roger, Rafael and
Novak. For many years they ruled the Land of Tennis. They
played differently, led differently, comported themselves differently, ascended in different ways. Though there were just three
leaders for an uncommonly long period, it was a Golden Age.
Among this trio, King Roger arrived first to the throne. He was a glorious natural who had almost magical talents, able as he was to deploy
his weaponry in ways no one before thought possible. Before Roger,
there had been King Pete, and citizens thought no one would eclipse the
excellence of that reign. Indeed, King Pete and King Roger had many
similarities. The one and only time they faced each other in battle, King
Roger was young and full of energy; King Pete was getting on in years.
King Roger won and many thought a new era was at hand. But King
Roger was still green, unsure how to harness his gifts. After a series of
defeats, however, he won his first big battle, and henceforth, as if a spigot
had been turned on, the victories gushed forward. Roger won indoors
and outdoors. He won on clay, on cement and, most of all, on grass. He
won in a variety of ways, so vast was his arsenal.
Perhaps what made King Roger particularly remarkable: He was a
benevolent despot. He was familiar with both contenders and pretenders
and treated them with respect. He seldom lost his temper. He leavened his
superiority in combat by serving on the Kingdom’s Board, seeing that the
overall interests of the Land were being well served. He even had a motto:
“It is nice to be important, but it is more important to be nice.”
Intentional or not, this had the effect of softening up potential rivals,
blunting their motivation to topple King Roger. When they faced him, they
all but genuflected. Instead of girding for a fight, they clapped their swords
and said, “You’re just too good, King Roger. We are not worthy.” They liked
Roger. Roger liked them. There was harmony in the Land of Tennis.
Then one day, a young man—a boy, really—arrived. Rafael came to
the Land of Tennis, shrouded in mystery. He was from a small Spanish
island in the Mediterranean. He was coached by his uncle, a mystical
and quirky man named Toni. Rafael fought like no one before him.
USOpen.org

Whereas King Roger was slender and strong in a sinewy way, Rafael was
a man-child, a robust, muscular block of marble. Whereas King Roger
went about his business with such elegance and grace and stylishness, as
if it all came so naturally, Rafael was all toil and trouble, industrious and
indefatigable. He was unconventional in the way he fought, a born
righty who relied on his left hand. He wasn’t belligerent—far from it.
When he wasn’t competing, he was as benign and genial and respectful
as King Roger. But he performed his duties with a ferocity and grit that
was unprecedented in the Land of Tennis.
And King Roger seemed to be jarred by this bold arriviste. He had
grown accustomed to having his leadership go uncontested. Now, here
was this new figure, fully prepared to challenge King Roger. Rafael won
their first battle and, as the citizenry said at the time, “It was on.” They
met several more times—when Rafael was healthy, that is—in many
different contexts.
Still, fierce as their battles were, this was no ordinary rivalry. Rafael
was oddly deferential to King Roger. No sooner would he defeat King
Roger on the battlefield then he would renounce any claim to the
throne. “Roger is still the King!” Rafael would declare. “I am perfectly
content being second in command!” It struck some subjects as odd;
some cynics thought it was strategic. But with time, it became clear that
this humility was genuine. King Roger was similarly appreciative of
Rafael. “Your time will come soon,” he said reassuringly.
A warmth and empathy passed between the two. This went beyond
mutual respect; they genuinely liked each other. In a past era, there had
been a King John and a King Jimmy and later a King Ivan, who could
scarcely stand the other’s presence. An awkwardness and resentment
between King Pete and his contemporary King Andre would still bubble, years after they abdicated their thrones. But King Roger and Rafael?
They would dine together and spend time in each other’s presence.
Their families became friendly. King Roger would refer to Rafael by his
diminutive nickname, “Rafa.” Following Roger’s example, Rafael served
on the leadership board as well.
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Left to right: Roger Federer is a five-time US Open champ, Rafael Nadal has claimed six French Open crowns and Novak Djokovic has won two of the last three majors, including Wimbledon.

Years would go by like this. Roger remained King. Rafael was KingIn-Waiting. While Rafael would continue to deal with injuries—his allout style of battle wasn’t conducive to a healthy body, healthy knees in
particular—King Roger continued expanding his domain. When they
were both healthy, they seemed to reach a mutual accord for dividing
terrain. Rafael would win battles on clay. Roger would prevail in battles
on grass. Those battles held on hard surfaces were up for grabs. The
majority of the time, Rafael won. In their first 25 battles, Rafael took 17
of them. Rafael did not make much of this head-to-head record. In fact,
he tried to minimize it. King Roger did not like to talk about this headto-head mark in duals either. That was OK. All was well in the Land.
Then one day, another aspiring challenger arrived, young Novak.
Like a brash baby brother hungry for attention and approval, he quickly
became something of a pest. In the manner of a court jester, he mocked
other subjects in the Land of Tennis with his imitations. They were
funny and uncannily accurate, but many—including King Roger and
Rafael—found them to be irreverent. Young Novak’s parents did little to
hide the ambitions they had for their son. Young Novak didn’t always
show great respect for the achievements of Roger and Rafael. But he
could hold his own in battle. He had a physique resembling that of King
Roger and great natural abilities, coupled with defensive talents and
foot speed and persistence that recalled Rafael. Young Novak defeated
King Roger in a big battle Down Under. His mother memorably proclaimed, “Long live the King. The King is dead.”
Not so fast, said King Roger and Rafael. They became unified in their
quest to subdue this somewhat brazen contender. They would not
embarrass him publically. But they were both a bit repelled by his disposition and the brashness of his entourage, especially his uncle. And they
thwarted him. After his initial conquest of King Roger, Young Novak
retreated a bit, chastened, it seemed, by the cool reception he received
from King Roger and Rafael. Young Novak would later admit, “I would
lie to you if I said I didn’t have doubts. I did have doubts. I did have difficult crises where I didn’t know if I could make it because the first two
guys were so dominant.”
Meanwhile, King Roger and Rafael continued their breathtaking
battles. And Rafael continued to win the majority of them. After one
particularly epic clash, an encounter on grass that ended in near-darkness, it was time to coronate a new king. For the first time in years, the
Land of Tennis would now be ruled by King Rafael. Roger would be
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second in command. And both men settled into their new roles. Unless
he was unhealthy, King Rafael discharged his duties with honor—so
much so that some members of the chorus made murmurs that he
would, ultimately, be known as The Greatest of All Time, greater than
King Pete and greater than King Roger. As for King Roger, he had surrendered the highest position in the land. But he was still a formidable
presence and still cut a dignified figure.
Meanwhile, after a few years of frustrations, Young Novak was no
longer young. Humbled by his defeats and sometimes frosty public
reception from others in the Land of Tennis, he toned down his act,
stopped mocking other subjects and showed proper reverence. He
improved his conditioning for the battlefield. He altered his diet, eliminating certain foods so that he would be at full strength. He even joined
Roger and Rafael on The Board.
And suddenly, in his mid-20s, Young Novak began to succeed on the
battlefield. He won. And won. And won. And won. And then he won some
more. For months on end, 43 consecutive contests, no one could defeat
Young Novak. Not King Roger. Not King Rafa. Not with cement under
foot. Nor on clay. With his fierce offense, his unrelenting defense, his
improved stamina and, not least, his self-perpetuating confidence, Young
Novak, for months on end, lay waste to all in the Kingdom of Tennis.
After so much winning, he was poised to conduct something of a palace
coup and dethrone King Rafa. Then, however, something funny happened.
As if to show he still had magic left in his wand, aging King Roger thwarted
Young Novak in a pitched battle held on clay in Paris. A mere two days later,
King Rafa won a battle with King Roger. Order was restored.
But it was only temporary. The following month, Young Novak and
King Rafael did battle again, this time on the most hallowed grounds in
the Kingdom of Tennis, the same lush lawn where King Rafael first
deposed King Roger. This time, King Rafael was not successful, defeated
in battle by his new rival. Young Novak was now King Novak. King
Rafael had lost his title. Even he admitted, with great valor, “Right now
Novak is No. 1, the best. I am No. 2.”
There was a new a king. And there were two former kings, who
insisted they would continue mounting a challenge. The Kingdom of
Tennis marveled at this good fortune. “What an era!” cried the subjects.
“How fortunate we are to have a three-way rivalry among such noble
and excellent kings!”
And they lived happily ever…. Wait, who’s this guy Juan Martin? ●
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Sweet

Caroline
Caroline Wozniacki, the world’s No. 1 player, looks to brighten
her sunny disposition with a title at the US Open.
BY ALLEN ST. JOHN

E

John Thys/Getty Images

Michael Regan/Getty Images

ntering this year’s Australian Open, Caroline Wozniacki understood that I was joking,” she said, before adding a bit of spin of her
was in a good place. Only 20 years old, she was the tourna- own. “It’s good that they believe everything I say. I think maybe I can be
ment’s top seed and the No. 1 player in the world, coming an actress when I retire.”
off a season in which she won more matches (62) and
Perhaps it’s Caroline Wozniacki’s fate to be misunderstood.
more tournaments (six) than any other player on the WTA tour.
Ask her close friend Victoria Azarenka to describe Wozniacki in one
Just as importantly, her delightful on-court demeanor and fresh- word, and she doesn’t hesitate. “Sunshine,” Azarenka says definitively.
faced good looks made her one of the hottest commodities in the world
It fits. Wozniacki seems to get along with just about everyone on the
of sports marketing, a natural fit to pitch just about any kind of product. tour—even her most competitive rivals, which has not always been the
Her ever-increasing endorsement portfolio
case with top players. Wozniacki will even
currently runs the gamut from Yonex racquets
smile at the chair umpire when she’s disputing
to Rolex watches, from Turkish Airlines to
a call. Azarenka reports that Wozniacki also
Oriflame cosmetics.
has a penchant for practical jokes.
But Wozniacki had a bit of a problem. Her
Away from the buzz and bustle of the tour,
slightly guarded, though unfailingly pleasant,
Wozniacki has resolved to maintain some
manner, coupled with her rapidly improving
sense of normalcy in her exceptional life—or
(but still not quite idiomatic) English, reinat least as much normalcy as you can muster
forced the impression to some media that the
when a Vogue fashion shoot is followed up by a
Danish star was a little…well, aloof.
meeting with Stella McCartney, the designer
Enter the kangaroo.
who views Wozniacki as her tennis muse. So
After advancing to the quarterfinals of the
Wozniacki watches soccer and roots hard for
Australian Open for the first time in her
Liverpool, sometimes wearing a team jersey
career, Wozniacki entered the press room and
while practicing. (Her father was a professional
proceeded to try to explain—jokingly, she
soccer player, as is her brother, Patrik, while
thought—to the assembled journalists that the
her mother played volleyball for the Polish
bandage on her knee was the result of a run-in
National Team.) She still hangs out with her
Caroline Wozniacki at age 20 became the 20th player in
with a kangaroo. Instead of laughing at her litchildhood friends. (“They don’t know anywomen’s tour history to be ranked No.1 and has remained
atop the field longer than all but eight others.
tle joke, more than a few tennis journalists
thing about tennis, but it’s important to keep a
filed stories about how the best women’s tennis player in the world had connection,” she says.) She bakes chocolate chip cookies from scratch,
been the victim of a random kangaroo attack.
for gosh sake. (“You have to be very precise.”)
When it became clear that the kangaroo story had gone viral in
Says Azarenka, “She has always been the same since the juniors, carexactly the wrong way, Wozniacki tweeted a prompt apology and then ing and honest.”
returned to the press room for a hastily arranged press conference to
But that’s off the court.
apologize for the snafu.
On court, it’s a different story. Wozniacki is a throwback. In a decade
“The kangaroo story, I made it up because it sounded better than that has been dominated by big hitters, she wins with a metronomic
what actually happened,” she explained. “I walked into the treadmill.”
consistency and dogged determination that belies her sunny disposition
Asked about the incident just before the French Open, Wozniacki and the stylish figure she cuts on the court.
sounded like a young woman who had learned a lesson. “I thought they
And while all players pay lip service to their competitive nature and
USOpen.org
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their work ethic, Wozniacki walks the walk.
“She’s a backboard,” explains television analyst Mary Joe Fernandez,
who is also U.S. Fed Cup captain. “She covers the court well, and she’s
remarkably consistent.”
How consistent? In a straight-sets second-round win over Virginie
Razzano at Wimbledon this year, Wozniacki made just one unforced
error. One.
To reach back for an analogy, Wozniacki could be called a post-modern Chris Evert. Every player who takes the court against her knows it
will be a long day at the office because, while there’s a slim chance of
winning the match, there’s almost no hope of Wozniacki losing it. “She’s
a fighter, and she plays every match point by point,” says Azarenka.
That ethic applies to Wozniacki’s macro approach; she plays more
than any of the other top women and she rarely suffers a bad loss, a
simple formula for success. The payoff? Ten titles in 12 months and the
No. 1 ranking on the WTA computer.
Yet the elephant in the press room—or just about any other room—
is this: On Oct. 11, 2010, Wozniacki
climbed to No. 1 in the world without
having won a major championship
singles title. She’s the fifth woman to
earn this slightly backhanded honor
and has enjoyed more weeks in the
reporters she continues to try to win
top spot than any of her predecessors.
over. “I’m No. 1. I won the most tournaWozniacki moved to the precipice
ments last year, but I haven’t won a
of her Grand Slam goal quite quickly,
Grand Slam yet.”
reaching the final of the 2009 US Open
Yet.
as the ninth seed, losing a 7-5, 6-3
The consensus is that Wozniacki will
final that provided the happy ending
eventually fill this glaring gap in her
Shortly before last year’s US Open, Caroline Wozniacki posed with
to Kim Clijsters’ inspiring comeback
résumé. Indeed, she seems poised to take
members of the Yale football team, who have backed her since she gave
story. But since that initial starburst,
a
page from Clijsters’ book, the fact that
a motivational talk to the players three years ago. This marks the
second
straight
year
she
is
the
top
seed
at
the
US
Open.
Wozniacki’s results at majors have
Clijsters, too, topped the computer before
been wanting: two semis, one quarterfinal, three losses in the round of winning a major now merely a historical footnote. Amelie Mauresmo
16, and one in the third round.
has the same note, reigning at the Australian Open and Wimbledon in
The question that arises is whether the very same qualities that got 2006, almost two years after reaching No. 1.
her to the top of the WTA rankings are holding her back from winning a
Time certainly is on Wozniacki’s side. It’s easy to forget that she is
major championship. Of late, the majors have been the province of the the youngest player in the Top 10—she turned 21 on July 11—and she
game’s big hitters, notably Cljisters and the Williams sisters. “We’re used continues to make strides in her game, improving her serve and her
to seeing big hitters win majors,” says Fernandez.
forehand in an attempt to get more cheap points. Add to that the uncerIn Australia, for example, Wozniacki held match points against Li tain status of the Williams sisters and Clijsters, and it seems like a recipe
Na in the third set of a tense semifinal, but played the big points in her for Grand Slam success.
customary defensive style. “She was waiting for the error, and she didn’t
And Flushing Meadows just might serve such a delectable dish.
get it,” says Fernandez. “Li Na was braver, she hit some winners and she
Wozniacki thrives on hard courts; she was 61-8 on the surface from
won the match.”
July 2010 to July 2011. She has a particular affinity for the New York
In Paris this spring, Wozniacki fell short against Daniela Hantuchova crowds. “I love the atmosphere of the night matches,” she enthuses.
in the third round, and at Wimbledon, she lost a three-setter against “You walk out on the court and you can’t see the fans in the upper seats,
Dominika Cibulkova. Both times, the pattern was the same: Wozniacki but you can hear them. It’s unbelievable.”
made fewer unforced errors than her opponents, but she also hit fewer
So with a continued resolve and slightly increased urgency, as well as
winners. “She can’t just be content with being steady,” says Fernandez. the experience that comes from maturity, Wozniacki hopes to succeed
“To win a major, she needs to develop more of an attacking style.”
in a major the way she has in other events throughout the year. “In a
And, of course, every time she enters the press room, the issue of the Grand Slam, it’s seven matches over two weeks, but I still just play every
elusive Grand Slam title raises its head. “If you hear it enough, it starts point,” she explains. And if she can win the biggest point of her career,
to play a role when the pressure is on,” says Fernandez.
match point on the US Open’s second Saturday, Wozniacki can put
“They have their job, and I have mine,” Wozniacki says of the those pesky questions—and kangaroo tales—to rest for good. ●
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“I

’ll never get married or start a family until after I’ve finished my
playing career,” Ivan Lendl said emphatically back in the 1980s,
around the time he was ranked No. 1 in the world for a thenrecord 270 weeks. “It’s impossible to focus completely on your
job and your family at the same time. Something has to go downhill.”
Lendl, now 51, laughs when reminded of his once-defiant stance,
especially since, just five days after losing to Boris Becker in the final of
the 1989 US Open—the last of Lendl’s eight consecutive US Open
finals—he married his longtime girlfriend, Samantha Frankel. Eight
months later, Lendl and Samantha had their first daughter, Marika, with
four more daughters following over the next eight years. And while a
pregnant Samantha watched from the stands as her husband won the
1990 Australian Open, Lendl never captured another major, retiring in
1994 at age 34 with two Australian Open, three Roland Garros and three
US Open championships.
“Being a parent is hard work,” says Lendl, whose daughters have
grown up and been successful in everything from golf to showing horses.
“And playing tennis is hard work. There is a lot of travel. And sometimes you want to go to the gym when you should be with the kids.
There is always some guilt involved.”
Without question, parenthood brings enormous joy and enhances
every aspect of life. But, during the last 30 years, seeing a baby in the
player lounge, a stroller in the hotel lobby and—gasp!—a towheaded

before taking time off to give birth to a daughter, Sevyn, now 10 years
old, and a son, Heath Paul (named after Lee-Waters’ husband/coach,
Heath Waters), now 5. Despite being ranked outside the world’s Top 200
and being forced to play qualifying at most WTA events, Lee-Waters
home-schools her kids so they can travel around the country while she
competes more often in USTA Pro Circuit events.
“[Sevyn and Heath] have seen the ups and downs of how it is on
tour,” says Lee-Waters, who lost in qualifying at last year’s US Open.
“They have seen how hard I train on court and in fitness. I want them to
know that nothing is easy in this life, that whatever they want to do they
have to work their very hardest.”
There was little discussion of parents on tour until former world
No. 1 Davenport walked away from the sport to give birth to her son,
Jagger (with husband Jon Leach), in June 2007 and then came back two
months later, playing doubles in the Olympus US Open Series event in
New Haven, Conn. By the end of the year, Davenport had won singles
titles in two of the three tournaments she played. She also claimed two
titles in early ’08. But having won an Olympic gold medal and six Grand
Slam tournament titles (three singles, three doubles), Davenport never
went past the third round in a major after having her son. In June 2009,
she gave birth to her second child, a daughter, Lauren, and captured her
final WTA championship in August 2010 in doubles at the Bank of the
West Classic, another Olympus US Open Series event, in Stanford, Calif.

It is one of the game’s ultimate challenges: trying to raise trophies while raising kids.

Clockwise from top left: Chris Nicholson; Mary S. Cockrill; bauergriffinonline.com; Marla Rutherford

BY CINDY SHMERLER

toddler running on court to hug her mother, grab the US Open trophy
and mug for the cameras has been practically unheard of.
“It wouldn’t have worked for me,” Chris Evert told The New Yorker
last year. “As a woman, you have to be very patient and flexible and nurturing…. I was married to my career.”
That career produced 18 major singles crowns—six US Opens, two
Australian Opens, seven French Opens and three Wimbledons. Evert
ranked in the Top 4 for the entirety of her career, retiring in 1989 at age
34. Two years later, she had the first of her three sons.
So if tennis is such a self-centered, one-focus sport, why is the nursery at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center—opened with
Arthur Ashe Stadium in 1997 and aptly named Kids’ Court—filled to
capacity during the US Open? Why are more top men on the ATP
World Tour, such as Roger Federer, Lleyton Hewitt, Gilles Simon,
Stanislas Wawrinka, Max Mirnyi and Ivan Ljubicic, pushing prams
through airports? What’s more, why are women such as Kim Clijsters,
Lindsay Davenport, Lindsay Lee-Waters and Austria’s Sybille Bammer
seemingly retiring from the WTA to start a family, only to return to the
tour with kids in tow?
“I absolutely love this sport and I feel like I have a ton left in the tank
and some goals to achieve,” says Lee-Waters, a 34-year-old Dunwoody,
Ga., resident who was ranked as high as No. 33 in the world in 1996,
USOpen.org

But it was the indelible image of adorable, 18-month-old Jada Lynch
prancing around the court in Arthur Ashe Stadium after her mother,
Clijsters, won the 2009 US Open that really woke people up to the
notion that, despite the difficulties of time management, reshaped bodies and altered priorities, the modern mother could also be a modern
Grand Slam tournament winner.
Before she retired to marry former Villanova basketball standout
Brian Lynch and give birth to Jada in February 2008, Clijsters had won
just one major, the 2005 US Open. Since having Jada and toting her
around the world, Clijsters has captured three majors, the ’09 and ’10
US Opens, plus the 2011 Australian Open. Now, instead of devoting all
of her energy to her own pursuits, the 28-year-old Belgian spends about
as much time on her own training as she does on potty training and, as
a result, has become more focused and more determined. “I think [as a
parent] I now have an advantage,” Clijsters has said. “In the past, I
couldn’t keep it going mentally; now I can.”
When Clijsters won the ’09 US Open, she became the first mother to
win a major since Australian Evonne Goolagong Cawley claimed her
second Wimbledon in 1980 when her daughter, Kelly, was 3 years old.
Clockwise from top left: Kim Clijsters, with daughter, Jada; Lindsay Lee-Waters, with husband,
Heath, and children Sevyn and Heath Paul; Roger Federer, with wife, Mirka, and their twins,
Charlene and Myla; and Lindsay Davenport, with son, Jagger, have each taken on the challenge
of being a different kind of tennis parent.

2011 US OPEN

137

SHMERLER_Tennis Parents.6_••2004 US OPEN TEMPLATE 8/1/11 3:21 PM Page 4

But Goolagong Cawley was hardly the first mother to capture a major.
At least seven others preceded her, going back as far as 1894 Wimbledon
champion Blanche Hillyard. The great Australian Margaret Smith
Court, the all-time Grand Slam tournament champion, with 62 titles,
including 24 in singles, won her last three major singles championships
the year after her first child was born. In fact, when Court lost to
Goolagong in the final of 1971 Wimbledon, she was pregnant but didn’t
yet know it. Had she known, Court later said, she would never have
jeopardized the baby’s health by playing. (Lindsay Lee-Waters, on the
other hand, lost to this year’s French Open winner, Li Na, in three sets in
the first round of qualifying at the 2000 US Open while five-and-a-half
months pregnant.)
The biggest reason for the apparent surge in mothers on tour is, perhaps, simply age. These days, WTA players are, for the most part, older
than they were a generation ago. The average age of the four semifinalists at this year’s French Open—Li Na, Francesca Schiavone, Marion
Bartoli and Maria Sharapova—was 27.25 (the two finalists, Li and Schiavone, were 29 and 30, respectively), while the average age of the four
semifinalists at the 1990 French Open—Steffi Graf, Jana Novotna,
Monica Seles and Jennifer Capriati—was a mere 17.75 years.
In addition, women athletes are now competing longer and at a
higher level than before. At the 2008 Olympics in Beijing, some 20
American mothers competed. In 2007, runner Paula Radcliffe won the
New York City Marathon less than a year after giving birth, while golfer
Catriona Matthew won the 2009 British Open just 11 weeks after having her second child and three weeks before her 40th birthday.
But women tennis players are by no means the only ones dropping

Nicolas Asfouri/Getty Images

The 2001 US Open men’s singles champion, Lleyton Hewitt “partnered” with his 2-year-old
son, Cruz, in a charity exhibition match earlier this year.

off their children in the US Open nursery. There is a virtual baby boom
on the ATP World Tour. In fact, last year, Gilles Simon’s son, Timothé,
was born several weeks early, right in the middle of the US Open, where
his father reached the third round before losing to Rafael Nadal.
There is, however, a big difference between being a father on tour
and being a mother. “I don’t want to be sexist,” says Lendl, “but it’s much
easier to be a father than a mother. The mother still does most of the
work. A kid still needs his mother more than his father, especially for
breast-feeding. The father can go out, play his match and then come back
to see the kid smiling because it doesn’t care whether you won or lost.”
While everyone, male and female, would agree that no tournament
trophy can provide the warmth of a child’s embrace, there seems to be
some correlation between a male pro becoming a father and his game
slipping somewhat. Australian Lleyton Hewitt, a former US Open and
Wimbledon champion who was ranked No. 1 in the world nine years ago,
has seen his results fade since the birth of his three children: 5-year-old
Mia, 2-year-old Cruz and 11-month-old Ava. Hewitt was No. 4 in the
world when Mia was born. A year later he was No. 20. He was No. 67
when Cruz was born, and after Wimbledon this year, the 30-year-old
Hewitt’s ranking plunged to No. 173—partly because of injury, but also
largely due to a snuffing of the fire that burned in Hewitt’s belly and
helped him rise to the top.
“[With children], you focus on organizing flights, accommodating
everything around her,” Hewitt said shortly after Mia was born. “It used
to be around me and my tennis. Pretty much everything is solely
around her, what’s best for her needs. Then I sort of work my schedule
around that.”
There are some who say that Federer’s game has dipped since his
wife, Mirka, gave birth to the couple’s twin daughters, Myla and Charlene, in July 2009. But while he has won
only one major since the girls were born
(the 2010 Australian Open), it seems farfetched to blame fatherhood and not
Rafael Nadal and Novak Djokovic for
Federer’s inability to continue capturing
Grand Slam tournament titles.
To Federer, who just turned 30,
fatherhood is not a distraction from the
game but an enhancement instead. He
has said he would like to continue playing long enough for the twins to see him
compete and to know that is their father
hoisting the trophy.
“Being married, having kids and
being a father now definitely enhances
everything,” Federer has said. “I knew
that fatherhood would be great, that
being a married man would be good, but
I never thought it would be this amazing. That’s why I’m such a happy person,
to see how well everything is working
out. I’m extremely relaxed, and it allows
me to play good tennis. I couldn’t ask for
more really.” ●
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At age 29, Mardy Fish
is just getting started on the
finest chapter of his career.

Late Bloomer
BY STEVE FLINK
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things didn’t work out for him at that time.
But now, the combination of Mardy’s maturity
and the unwavering support his wife, Stacey,
has provided have given Mardy a new life. He
feels like he can do anything.”
James Blake, the U.S. No. 1 for 18 weeks,
2006-07, has known Fish as well as any tennis
player during the past decade. Asked what has
changed the most in his longtime friend and
fellow competitor, Blake says, “The biggest difference is confidence. Mardy got rolling and

lost the weight. He remains, at heart, an
aggressive player with one of the best first
serves in the sport; an ultra-pure, sound and
glorious two-handed backhand; and the ability
to volley just about as well as anyone in tennis.
His preferred way of playing will always be to
go freely on the attack. But now his defense is
markedly improved and his once wayward
forehand vastly more reliable. Fish can now
carve out victories with different game plans.
As Tom Fish says, “The fitness has definitely

This is pretty good and I have accomplished
a lot. But on the other hand, I don’t want
to be satisfied. ~Mardy Fish
Michael Regan/Getty Images

hen Mardy Fish moved
past his old friend and
rival Andy Roddick to
become the top-ranked
American on the ATP
World Tour computer
back in April, his remarkable achievement was
both well received and deeply admired by the
tennis cognoscenti. Fish, after all, is 29, an age
when many leading players no longer scale the
heights they once did. That said, a few top-ofthe-line players have discovered renewed
enthusiasm and played some of the best tennis
of their lives after 29. An unbending Jimmy
Connors won the US Open back-to-back in
1982 and 1983 at 30 and 31. The confounding
Andre Agassi secured five of his eight Grand
Slam tournament championships between the
ages of 29 and 32.
Clearly, Fish has reached his peak form
during the past year, enabling him to join an
illustrious group of 11 men who have been the
top-ranked American, including Stan Smith,
Connors, John McEnroe, Agassi, Jim Courier,
Pete Sampras and, of course, the ubiquitous
Roddick. Asked to put his ascent to the top of
American tennis into perspective, Fish
responds thoughtfully: “If you set goals and
then you achieve them, you have to relish the
moment. You look at how hard it is to be in the
position you are in and don’t take that for
granted. If you get there, you always are going
to want more. So it is important to step back
and say, ‘Wow, this is pretty good and I have
accomplished a lot. But on the other hand, I
don’t want to be satisfied.’”
That explains a lot about Fish and how he
managed to rise to the top of the charts in his
nation and why he also cracked the elite Top 10
in the world for the first time this year. So
much of Fish’s success is rooted in a newfound
level of maturity, a greater degree of professionalism and a more sophisticated outlook.
He lost 30 pounds prior to the 2010 season
and used his leaner frame as a springboard
toward a stronger commitment to training.
Tom Fish, Mardy’s father and a highly
regarded teaching professional, could not be
more proud of his son’s accomplishments.
“You get this incredible opportunity when you
are young to make a lot of money and travel
the world,” Tom says reflectively. “Mardy was
[ranked] 20 in the world when he was 21 and
then, through some bad luck and injuries,

Earlier this year, Mardy Fish became the top-ranked American player and earned a world’s Top 10 ranking for the first time.

really believed in himself. I think that started
with the fitness and losing the weight, and it
got to the point where he felt he could compete not just for one tournament or one week
at a time but throughout the year. Once you
have that confidence, it really shows.
“I don’t think there is a player in the world
that Mardy is scared of right now, and I don’t
think he feels he should lose to anyone. The
years or times he may have doubted himself
are gone. That’s a great feeling for him.”
What also bolsters Fish these days is the
wider range of options open to him since he

opened up more ways for Mardy to win.
Before, he had to come out with guns blazing,
and if he was on, he would win [but] if he was
off, he would lose. It kind of didn’t matter
what the other guy did. Now, he can still attack
better than most players, but so much of the
game these days is defense on the slower
courts. So he can throw that in very effectively
as well.”
Mardy is quick to credit the coaching he
has received from USTA Player Development
for his rise, while pinpointing his mental game
as being most critical to his improvement.
2011 US OPEN
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“The mental side of the game has been a big part of this for me,” Fish
says. “The USTA has been a huge help in supplying [national coach]
David Nainkin, someone who has been a huge proponent of the mental
game. Jay Berger, [head of Men’s Tennis], has also helped me in that
way. I have made huge strides in that arena, not only in showing up
match after match, but not giving up, not giving in and not giving my
opponent anything.”
Credit also goes to his wife, the former Stacey Gardner, whom Fish’s
childhood roommate, Roddick, might call the beauty and brains of the
pair. She was a “briefcase model” on the TV show “Deal or No Deal,”
but she’s also a lawyer. “Mardy looks at greatness every day,” Roddick
says. “Therefore, he has to achieve that on a daily basis for himself.”
Says Fish, “Having a wife and wanting to start a family soon is
important to me. My wife travels with me quite a bit, and I always enjoy
having her around and having her support. It makes it all more fun.”
Fish’s extraordinary surge into the forefront of the game has been a
testament to his resilience, temerity, forthrightness and character. He
finished 2003 at No. 20 in the world. That August, just one month
142
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before Roddick won the US Open, Fish had match points on Roddick in
the final of Cincinnati. In October 2003, Fish won his first singles title,
besting Swedes Thomas Enqvist and Robin Soderling at Stockholm.
Fish seemed poised to climb higher in the rankings—he was the 2004
Olympics men’s singles silver medalist—but his progress stalled.
In 2008, Fish reemerged impressively, defeating Roger Federer to
reach the final at Indian Wells, finishing that season stationed at No. 23
in the world. Once more, he lost ground, slipping to No. 55 in 2009. But
then came his stellar 2010 campaign, featuring tournament wins in
Newport and Atlanta, finals at London/Queen’s Club and Cincinnati,
plus a career-best match record of 40-14.
Fish has carried that selfClockwise from below: Mardy Fish
assurance with him throughout
captured his first ATP World Tour title at
2011 and is hoping to display his
Stockholm in October 2003, defeating
Robin Soderling in the final. Fish has been
finest tennis here at the US Open,
a fan favorite at the US Open throughout
his career. Fish was the only U.S. tennis
where he was a quarterfinalist in
player to bring home a medal from the
2008 and reached the round of 16
2004 Olympics, earning a silver medal in
Athens.
a year ago. He simply doesn’t see
age as a factor. “I certainly don’t
feel like 29,” he says. “I know that
29 is not old in regular years, but
in tennis years it is pretty old. But
I cherish being in the spot I am in
right now.”
So, too, does his father, who
joins many authorities in believing that the best may be yet to
come for his son. “Mardy’s body
is probably not as beat up as most
29-year-old’s,” Tom says. “There is
no reason why you can’t succeed
at Mardy’s age. That was the interesting thing about Agassi, that so
much of his success came when
he was 29 and over. So it can be
done. It is bizarre because in every
other sport they think you are hitting your peak when you are about 27.
In tennis, they say you are an old man at 27 or 28. But I don’t necessarily
agree with that. Mardy has some great tennis ahead of him.
“The incredible thing about Mardy is this unbelievable self-belief he
has. I have no idea where it comes from, but I love it. There is literally no
limit to what you can do if you believe in yourself, and Mardy really has
that conviction. He has always believed he would win, and this has been
a great time in his career and in his life.”
Naturally, Mardy would like nothing more than to be around on the
final weekend here at the US Open for the first time. “I have made it to
the quarters of a Slam and beat some good players, but I haven’t had
that one signature win at a major,” Fish said in the spring, his fourthround Wimbledon victory against 2010 finalist Tomas Berdych still to
come. “That is something I am really looking forward to doing. As far as
winning one of the majors, once you get as far as the semis you are right
there. If you can win four or five matches in a Slam, believe me: you can
win seven. That is certainly a position I have never been in before, but I
would love to have the opportunity.” ●
Mark Earthy/Getty Images
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Known for her unique on-court
attire, Bethanie Mattek-Sands
is starting to get attention
for her play.
BY DOUGLAS ROBSON

A Real
USOpen.org
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aseline character traits form at an early age. Baseline tennis?
That can take considerably longer. Rarely has this developmental dichotomy been so manifest as it is with Bethanie
Mattek-Sands, whose precocious personality blossomed far
quicker than her gradually maturing tennis career. “I was
more comfortable with my personality than with my game,”
says Mattek-Sands, whose sartorial sensations—animal prints, cowboy
hats and, lately, eye black and knee-high socks—have given her a cult
following and spawned comparisons to pop diva Lady Gaga. “I think it
has kind of caught up to me—being as confident in my personality as I
am now in my game.” That paradox was not lost on those who know her
best. Tim Mattek recalls the time his eldest child appeared with some
ex-NFL players on a local TV program and stole the show.
Bethanie was 9. “It was like, ‘Holy Cow, she’s such a
card!’” he says.
Not that she didn’t show early promise on the court,
too. At 14, the Minnesota native won the world’s most
prestigious event for girls her age and promptly turned
pro. But it was her penchant for pushing the fashion
envelope, rather than her slow-cooking game, that first
put her on the map with casual tennis observers. “I
think that’s kind of the consensus, that I’m pretty daring—
even on the court and even with my game,” says Mattek-Sands, 26.
Compared to today’s ubiquitous lanky, packaged, metronomic
women’s players, Mattek-Sands stands out—and not just for her
sturdy 5-foot-6 frame. Her body ink includes a bevy of bumble
bees on her right wrist (a reference to her nickname, “Killer B”)
and pink water lilies on the inside of her right bicep. She has
plans for another piece of art on her left thigh from Louis
Molloy, better known as the artist behind David Beckham’s
oft-photographed angel tattoo on his back. Mattek-Sands
likewise met with Alex Noble, a costume creator for Lady
Gaga, to devise a dress made of tennis paraphernalia—
balls, racquets, string and whatever else—for the preWimbledon WTA party. And she was not too shy to go backstage at
Paris’ famed Moulin Rouge, where she tried on a cabaret outfit and then
performed the can-can, which she promptly broadcast on YouTube.
While fans know her as one of the sport’s enduring novelty acts,
Mattek-Sands is a diligent, ambitious player. Beyond the style, she has
added indisputable substance, working hard to transform herself into a
player to be reckoned with on the women’s tour. She embraces her inner
fashionista, but she also wants to be known beyond her eye-grabbing
ensembles. “I get more attention for the colorful outfits than for wins,”
she laughs, “but once the wins kind of start coming, it’s like, ‘Oh, OK.

Courtesy Bethanie Mattek-Sands; John Thys/Getty Images
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She works hard in practice, too.’”
This season, Mattek-Sands has toned down her outfits and shored
up her game. After starting the season at No. 59, she was ranked a
career-high No. 30 when this year’s Olympus US Open Series began,
boosted by reaching the final at Hobart and the semifinals indoors at
Paris. In the spring on clay, she stunned former French Open champions
Ana Ivanovic and Francesca Schiavone back-to-back in Madrid before
falling to Li Na, who won her first Grand Slam tournament title at
Roland Garros a few weeks later. Mattek-Sands had been 1-16 versus
Top 10 players before taking down Schiavone. “I’m more confident in
my game plan, and that’s what has helped me this year,” she says.
As with many attacking players, Mattek-Sands’ game has taken time
to ripen. Despite her junior success (winning the famed Les Petits As in
France in 1999), she failed to break out as a teenager, and it has taken
time to organize her high-risk game. Mattek-Sands can grind when
necessary, but she is more dangerous when moving forward.
She isn’t afraid to take the net—even serve-and-volley—
and her kick serve has improved, too. She is best when
cracking returns and taking time away from opponents. “She was born to take the ball early and to be
aggressive,” says her coach Adam Altschuler.
Mattek-Sands did not first crack the Top 100 until
summer 2007. For the most part, she toiled among
the tour’s lower ranks; struggled with confidence
highs and lows; and fought through injuries,
including career-threatening hip surgery in
2009 that set her back after a best-ever Top 40
finish in 2008. True to her middle-class/
Midwestern roots, Mattek-Sands punched
the clock to get where she is. “She works
In mid-July, Bethanie
Mattek-Sands was one of
extremely hard,” says Altschuler, who
seven women ranked in
the Top 30 of singles and
began working with Mattek-Sands in
doubles, and she was the
early 2010 when she had dipped outNo. 1 U.S. singles player.
side the Top 150 in the rankings.
Part of the maturation process has been learning to cope with life
lived out of a suitcase. (Mattek-Sands often travels with her husband,
Justin Sands, whom she married in 2008.) “She’s a great example for upand-coming females,” says Lynne Rolley, the former director of women’s
tennis for the USTA who has worked with the likes of Lindsay Davenport
and Jennifer Capriati. “Not only do you have to develop your forehand,
you have to develop your lifestyle, your career, how to have fun, enjoy
the process every day, make friends, make it affordable, plan for the
future.” Rolley singles out Mattek-Sands as an exemplar of perseverance.
“The more I follow her, the more I admire her improvement,” she adds.

Head-Turner
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Fans often look at Bethanie Mattek-Sands in wonder
because of her on-court attire. So, in her own words,
she answers the question: “What was she thinking?”
1. My husband got me into tattoos. I love flowers, and
I love color. It’s kind of my little Zen garden right there.
2. I guess I was going for a little feminine [outfit], which
is not normally my look. I’m a little more edgy than that.
3. Those pants are Under Armour snow gear, believe it
or not. Again, I really love bright colors.
4. This was the gold Bebe dress. We were just going for
something metallic. I look like the gold Olympic medals.
5. I liked the animal print outfit. I was playing doubles
with Sania Mirza, and she still gives me grief for this.
6. That was probably one of the first funky outfits I did.
I would like to rock the fedora on court again.
7. Since March this year, I’ve been wearing the eye black
from EyeBlack.com. I wear them to help with the sun.
8. This is my Alex Noble Lady Gaga dress. My favorite
part about it was the mohawk. It wasn’t too over the top.

2.

4.

3.

6.
5.

8.
7.

2. Getty Images; 3. Getty Images; 4. AP Photo; 5. Getty Images; 6. US Presswire; 7. Fred Mullane/Camerawork USA; 8. Getty Images
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What was she thinking?

Art Seitz

“It seems that her confidence is building with all the little steps she has earned.”
Mattek-Sands says it grew out of necessity, since it took her a while to find her
rhythm on tour. “I think if you look at some of the younger players that had a lot
of success,” she says, “they had agents all around them, parents around them,
coaches around them. And they couldn’t really do much and think much for
themselves. For a long time, I was traveling by myself. I didn’t have a coach. So I
had to do a lot of stuff myself. I guess I’m just kind of used to that. And even now
with all my new opportunities I’m having as far as sponsorships or this and that, I
have a lot of say in it, just because I like to know.”
Mattek-Sands is still looking for her first WTA singles title, but she has earned
her share of doubles hardware. She owns nine titles and advanced to the 2010
Wimbledon semifinals with Liezel
Huber. She also has become a vital
member of the U.S. Fed Cup team,
scoring important wins for captain
Mary Joe Fernandez and providing
leadership for younger players such
as Coco Vandeweghe and Melanie
Oudin. Mattek-Sands came out of
Wimbledon as the top-ranked
American in singles—though that
offered her only a measure of pride. “When you talk about American tennis, being
the No. 1 player,” Mattek-Sands said at the French Open, “I don’t think you’re the
No. 1 player until you reach the Top 10.”
Elite status can only come with Grand Slam success. Although she reached the
fourth round at Wimbledon in 2008, Mattek-Sands’ biggest impact at the
majors has been with her unusual attire. But at this year’s French Open, she
reached the third round for the first time, becoming the first American woman
without the surname Williams to go that deep in Paris since 2006. On home soil,
tennis’ Gaga has yet to steal the limelight. In 10 consecutive trips to the US Open,
Mattek-Sands hasn’t punched past the second round, a record of frustration that
makes her seethe. “It’s a love-hate relationship,” she says of her favorite major,
where it has been her dream to play and win a night match.
Her offbeat couture and directness haven’t kept her from becoming one of the
tour’s best-liked players. At the end of 2010, she was elected to the players’ council.
“I don’t know anyone who doesn’t like her,” says Australian Sam Stosur. Adds
former No. 1 Jelena Jankovic of Serbia: “She has a great personality. Tennis
needs people like that. And she’s very humble outside of the court.” MattekSands says her peers even complain when she isn’t pushing the fashion envelope.
As with Germany’s Andrea Petkovic, another player with a personality-driven
cult following, Mattek-Sands has been a quick study when it comes to leveraging media. She has parlayed her personality into a brand, becoming a sort of
digital-age media maven. She regularly blogs for USA Today, did commentary
for BBC Radio during Wimbledon and uses her personal website as a portal for all
her on- and off-court endeavors. The women’s tour has taken note and chose
Mattek-Sands as one of six players for its XPeria Hot Shots, a social networking
campaign that follows the players throughout 2011.
Mattek-Sands sees her career as both entrepreneurial and opportunistic. The
line between professional athlete and entertainer is consciously blurry. “I’m the
CEO of my business and I’m running it,” she says. “For me, it’s a lot of fun, and
I’m glad people like it. It’s entertainment. That’s pretty much what tennis is.”
This comes as no surprise to her proud father, who always figured the style
would converge with substance. “We felt based on her genetics, personality and
character that this is what she’d be doing,” he says. ●
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America’s Sweetheart
Forty years after stealing the show in her US Open debut,
Chris Evert remains among the most beloved of American champions.
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herself, a drama of glittering comebacks that
stands out in the tournament’s history.
New girl (a Who? Girl) makes good, a tennis
version of Joan of Arc with a racquet as her sword.
A way-way-back comeback, all right. As
her plight grew darker at the hands of the No. 4
Jennifer Potheiser for USTA

o one was prepared for the meteor
that struck Forest Hills on that pleasant September Saturday afternoon.
The 1971 US Open was shuffling into
being with second-round matches
scattered across the lawns of the West Side
Tennis Club, the tournament’s long-time
home prior to the 1978 move to Flushing
Meadows. The meteor had a name—Christine
Marie Evert—and was fizzling, getting stomped
by a highly-ranked adult until…
Until this babe in the grass showed her
counter-punching stuff and launched the
“Chrissie Craze” that has lasted to this day.
Forty years on, the name Evert stirs recognition and memories of one of the greatest
champions. Though she might have seemed
the slight demure girl-next-door when she
arrived in New York for the first of her 19
Opens, there was danger in her gleaming hazel
eyes and unerring fusillades of groundstrokes,
a pillar of concentration and will that few
escaped in the two decades to follow.
“But, who is she?” wondered innumerable
hangers-out in the aged concrete horseshoe
where U.S. champions were crowned. They
soon found out. Those observers—about to
become her fans—would learn that this
Floridian truant from St. Thomas Aquinas
High in Ft. Lauderdale was a prim and proper
kid, barely over 100 pounds, but awash in
competitive juice.
At the same time, the rest of America was
getting an amazed look at Chris Evert on TV
screens, filing away a name they wouldn’t forget.
It was her national television debut, an occasion
that she couldn’t have scripted more implausibly

American, Mary Anne Eisel, again and again
Chrissie staggered with one-foot-in-the-grave
match points against her, six of them. In the
stands, her converts kept muttering, “Nice try,
kid!” feeling it was all over. “You’ll be better
next year.”
However, next year could wait. It was just
the beginning on the path that would lead to
Newport, R.I., and sporting canonization at
the International Tennis Hall of Fame in 1995.
Chrissie almost didn’t make it to the 1971
US Open. She laughs, remembering how she
and her mother showed up for the first-rounder

without credentials. “Nobody recognized me,
and we were turned away at three gates. Then,
my mother was finally able to talk our way in.”
(A bad break for a seasoned German foe, Edda
Buding, beaten 6-1, 6-0.)
Eisel, a sharp grass courter, steadily worked
her way to a huge lead: 6-4, 6-5, 40-0—three
match points. Three more followed in the wild
12th game of 14 points as a crowd of 9,000
shrieked in delirium, hoping the kid could
somehow hang on. She did, canceling a halfdozen match points altogether, mostly with
winning blasts from her two-fisted backhand.
Any one of those points was farewell, but the
kid wasn’t waving goodbye. Once Chrissie had
forced her way into the tie-breaker, Eisel
unraveled, 4-6, 7-6 (5-1), 6-1.
Even the ticket-holding witnesses couldn’t
believe what they’d seen. Chrissie says, “I
couldn’t believe it either. But I wasn’t nervous.
I just kept swinging. There was nothing else to
do, just hit every ball as hard as I could. We’re
unemotional in my family, so I wasn’t worried
about how it came out. But with the match
points—I didn’t think about them—the balls
seemed bigger and I was connecting well.”
But what was she doing with her racquet?
Enthusiastically, the crowds that grew larger
with her every appearance en route to the semifinals, adopted this cool, diminutive (5-foot-4
then), pony-tailed stick of dynamite. Still, why
did she hang on to the backhand, seemingly
for dear life, with both hands? Nobody did
that. This was another element of the “Chrissie
Craze.” Everybody started to do it.
Two more future Hall of Famers—Jimmy
Connors, the Brash Basher out of Belleville,
USOpen.org
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From her 1971 US Open debut (above)
to her 2011 US Open National Playoffs
appearance (opposite page),
Chris Evert has been one of the most
popular players in tennis history.
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Ill., and the Swedish Teen Angel, Bjorn Borg—showed up to lend more
Evert won her sixth title in 1981, once more stopping Hall of Famer
backing for Chrissie’s style. One-handers became an endangered species. Mandlikova, 6-3, 6-1, and lost three finals. Two were to Martina
“My dad didn’t like the two-hander,” Chrissie says of Jimmy Evert, for Navratilova (1983-84), pieces of The Greatest Rivalry, spanning 16
years the gracious teaching pro at Ft. Lauderdale’s Holiday Park. “But he years, connecting great friends that closed with the lefty ahead, 43-37.
could see the racquets were too heavy for me as a little girl, 6 or 7, and I was
Showing up in 1971, Chrissie was a headliner in a year that contained
better with two hands. So he eventually gave his approval.”
President Nixon making his secret tapes…Muhammad Ali losing the
Beating Eisel so sensationally would have been enough for a rookie heavyweight title bout to Joe Frazier, but winning a Supreme Court verdict
adventure, but there were two more world-class women immediately in that granted him conscientious objector status for the Vietnam War…the
the way: No. 6 Francoise Durr of France, and Australian Lesley Hunt, a banning of cigarette commercials from television, but Virginia Slims was
semifinalist in her homeland’s championship. Suspense continued in underwriting the fledgling women’s tennis tour…Walt Disney World
the Evert pattern: losing the first set, but roaring down the stretch to opening…“Jesus Christ Superstar” coming to Broadway.
beat Eisel, then Durr, 2-6, 6-2, 6-3, and Hunt, 4-6, 6-2, 6-3.
A superstar herself, she was Chris America. After turning pro at 18,
Those triumphs provoked downpours. Not rain. Instead, tears she fashioned a virtually flawless career, a member of the world’s Top 10
flowed from the embarrassed professionals as they were buffeted by the every one of her 19 seasons—year-end No. 1 five times, No. 2 seven.
She captured 154 titles in 267
teen, an amateur, the youngest
semifinalist since 1927. Of the
finals. Of those, 18 were majors
crazed, highly partial audience,
from a record 34 finals. Her batHunt, feeling like she was in the
ting average was phenomenal:
enemy camp, said, “I’m worn out
.901 (match victories). She won
from fighting Chrissie and
more US Open matches (101)
12,000 people.”
than anyone and was never worse
Chrissie, the newcomer,
than a quarterfinalist.
found the pros largely unfriendly.
But the record that might give
Evert the most satisfaction is
Though not No. 1 Billie Jean
claiming at least one major chamKing, who would crash Chris in
pionship for 13 consecutive years,
the semifinals, 6-3, 6-2, and go
1974 to 1986. No one else is close.
on to the championship over
Forty years have slipped by,
Rosie Casals, 6-0, 7-6 (5-2).
“Billie Jean was welcoming
yet Chrissie remains slim, lovely,
and encouraging,” Chrissie
stylish, vivacious and able to go a
remembers. “I know she told the
round or two at the USTA Billie
other girls that I’d put money in
Jean King National Tennis Center.
their pockets, that I’d bring
Calling on her celebrated calm
attention to the women’s game.”
and patience, she has plenty to
Attention plus. Evert and
do, overseeing the Evert Tennis
King squared off in front of a
Academy in Boca Raton, Fla., and
sell-out gathering of 13,647.
Chris Evert Charities, a beacon
for drug-addicted single mothers.
“This was my fifth match,”
Chris Evert and President Barack Obama rally with kids on the White House’s South Lawn
in April to promote 10 and Under Tennis, a revolutionary approach to tennis
And there is the raising of three
Chrissie says, “and the nerves
that makes the game easy to learn and enjoy.
teenage sons.
showed up at last. But it didn’t
Her mother, Colette, remembers the kid’s rousing reception on
make any difference. Billie Jean knew how to play me on grass—slices,
chops, drop shots. She used her superior volleying in just the right returning to school after that first Open. “She missed two weeks of
places and kept me off balance.”
classes, had work to make up. Had to make her bed again, do the dishes,
While it was clear that Billie Jean was the better player, the tourna- household chores. She wasn’t a star at home,” Mom chuckles.
ment belonged to Chrissie. The men? Merely added attractions.
Chrissie looks back to those afternoons as a surprise meteor who
Evert made the semis again the next three years on Forest Hills stuck around as a semifinalist: “The semis. Yeah, the nerves had me for
greensward, then seized the titles of 1975-77 on the newly installed clay. the first time. In those days, you had to walk together from the dressing
She continued her reign in 1978 as the Open packed up and moved to the room in the clubhouse to the stadium. It seemed like the last mile, and
mean green pavement of Flushing. But her streak—31 consecutive match it was crowded. People wanted to greet us, touch Billie Jean and me.
wins at the US Open—ended in the 1979 final. The culprit was a rising There were no security escorts then.
prodigy, 16-year-old Tracy Austin, also on her way to the Hall of Fame.
“Billie Jean had done it many times, and could see I was nervous. I’ll
“That hurt,” Evert recalls. “Tracy was a baseliner like me, but she did never forget how considerate she was. She said to me, ‘You’re riding a
it better that day. I wanted to get my title back, and I did the next year, wave. Enjoy it. Have fun.’
“Good advice. I did.” ●
over Hana Mandlikova. But I had to beat Tracy in the semis.”
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THE LAST
GOODBYE
Bjorn Borg and John McEnroe’s final match
at the 1981 US Open marked the end of an era.
BY STEPHEN TIGNOR
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hirty years ago, Bjorn Borg, the silent Swede who had become the richest and most famous player in the sport’s history over
the previous decade, lost to his young rival, John McEnroe, in the final at Flushing Meadows. As his last shot floated long,
Borg walked to the net, shook McEnroe’s hand in silence and disappeared from the sport he had defined and dominated for
so long. He was 25 years old. ★ Try, if you can, to imagine Roger Federer walking off the court after losing his epic 2008

Wimbledon final to Rafael Nadal and never returning. There would have been no French Open title for Federer in 2009, no career Grand
Slam, no 13th major for Federer, let alone a 14th, 15th or 16th. The golden era of men’s tennis that he and Nadal had created would
have been cut short. ★ The disruption in tennis’ timeline was exactly that drastic when Borg walked away. He would never triumph at the

US Open. More important, he left a void at the top of the game that McEnroe, his foil, couldn’t fill on his own, not even when he found a
new adversary in Ivan Lendl. The wild west days of 1970s tennis and its early band of roughnecks—larger-than-life figures such as
Jimmy Connors, Ilie Nastase and Vitas Gerulaitis—were over. ★ This is the story of how that golden age of professional tennis came
crashing down at the 1981 US Open.

Head down but quietly pleased,

Russ Adams/RAP

Stephen Szurlej/TENNIS

When he served out the first set, the audience, fully behind the stoical,
Bjorn Borg walked out of a breezy Louis Armstrong Stadium a winner on gentlemanly Swede and against their controversial hometown son
the evening of September 12, 1981. He had, at long last, defeated Jimmy McEnroe, was jolted with excitement.
Connors at the US Open. Borg’s semifinal win had been one of the finest
If anything, though, the support for Borg only helped calm McEnroe.
matches of his career and, he would later claim, the best he had ever He was used to adversity and hostile audiences all over the world, and revserved. He felt that if he could serve that well again, he would finally, after eled in beating Borg at his own game. Two months before, when he won
nine tries, break through to win the Open. He believed he was ready to Wimbledon after dropping the first set to the Swede, McEnroe said that
turn the tables on his great rival, John McEnroe,
he “wanted to prove that it wasn’t just Borg who
after the 22-year-old American had taken Borg’s
could come back.”
McEnroe broke in the second set by moving
Wimbledon title on July 4.
around a Borg second serve and knifing a foreBut this was New York, and bad things haphand up the line for a winning return. It was a
pened to Borg here. Soon after his semifinal win,
vintage piece of magical McEnroe unorthodoxy.
he was informed that a threat had been made on
his life before the match had begun. The next
He went ahead, 2-0.
day, the specter of an assassin in the stands only
Borg’s shots began to float, inexplicably, over
added to the tension that always surrounds the
the baseline and past the sidelines and McEnroe
men’s final at the US Open. The long wait through
won the second set. The Swede, though just 25,
the day, the massive, mingling audience in the
looked worn. Ten years on tour and endless days
on the road had taken a toll.
stadium, and the orange sun that had just begun
But Borg wasn’t finished. He sprung his own
its afternoon descent all combined to create a
ambush at 2-2 in the third set, when he broke
shootout-at-dusk atmosphere.
McEnroe with a backhand pass that woke up the
Just after 4 p.m., Borg and McEnroe made
John McEnroe exchanged the No. 1 ranking with
crowd. The pace had quickened. When Borg held
their way down the tunnel to the court. The
Bjorn Borg seven times from March 1980 to August 1981.
Swede toted his customary pile of Donnay racserve for 4-2, the crowd again erupted. The rivals
quets; McEnroe sported his red, white and blue U.S. Davis Cup jacket.
appeared ready to lift each other skyward one more time.
Whatever they thought of the credibility of the death threat against
After McEnroe held serve for 4-3, Borg began his service game by
Borg, the New York City Police Department wasn’t leaving anything to approaching the net, again to McEnroe’s backhand side. McEnroe bent
chance. Six plainclothes officers were stationed at various spots in the slightly at the waist, took almost no backswing, and snapped the ball
stands. Borg came into the match under police guard.
crosscourt, past a startled Borg. The shot sounded like a gun crack. It
Tension flooded the stadium from top to bottom, but as play began, was the hardest hit ball of the match, and it silenced the stadium.
Borg appeared to be oblivious to his surroundings. As he had hoped the
“Suddenly I felt like I could hit, or attempt, any shot I wanted,”
night before, he was serving as well as he had against Connors and was McEnroe remembers. “I was going for it.”
dictating points by hitting heavy forehands to McEnroe’s backhand.
McEnroe had trumped Borg’s consistency with the totality of his
USOpen.org
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After bowing to Bjorn Borg in their first Grand Slam tournament
encounter, which featured their unforgettable tie-breaker in the 1980
Wimbledon final, John McEnroe never again lost to Borg in a major.

The audience, fighting their native son until the bitter end, cheered
wildly, but he ignored them, sped through his delivery and sent a second
serve down the middle. Borg reached up to hit a backhand and floated
a sluggish, knuckling return down the middle of the court. McEnroe
could have swatted it away, but he chose to let it fly. The ball sailed
harmlessly over the baseline.
McEnroe threw his fist in the air briefly, but didn’t drop to his knees.
There was little triumph in the air for him to drink in. The afternoon
smelled of failure, Borg’s failure yet again to win the US Open.
“At the end,” says McEnroe’s longtime doubles partner, Peter Fleming,
“we were like, ‘Hey, great, [John’s] gonna win this thing!’ But when it
was over, and you saw Borg, it was a little deflating. His heart was broken.
I’m sure John could sense it.”
After his brief celebration, McEnroe kept moving. With a look of
grim determination rather than anything approaching joy, he walked
quickly toward the net and put his hand out toward a shell-shocked
Borg. At Wimbledon the previous year, the two had stood close during the handshake and exchanged congratulations. There were no
words this time. They shook hands from
a distance.
McEnroe, after briefly meeting Borg’s
eyes, looked to the ground and moved off
toward the sideline in a hurry. He wasn’t
sure how to react, after his rival had
refused to fight. So the new, undisputed
world No. 1 kept walking, past the umpire
and toward his chair on the sideline.
On the other side of the net, Borg
knew exactly what he was doing—he was
getting out of town. He waved his racquet
at the chair umpire, picked up his stack of
Donnays and started walking. The six
policemen, walkie-talkies in hand, surrounded him as he entered the tunnel.
There, the phalanx was joined by Borg’s
coach, Lennart Bergelin. After a shower,
Borg was escorted quickly to a waiting
Volvo while being chased by reporters.
“Are you leaving because of the death
threat or because you lost?” a journalist
yelled. Borg didn’t acknowledge that he had heard
the question. Bergelin, hurrying to keep up,
mumbled that everything would “be all right.”
Borg laid his racquets in the back seat of the
car. Rather than letting Bergelin drive, as he
had for so long, he took the wheel himself.
Flashbulbs popped in his face. His stringy hair
was pulled to the side as he stared ahead, seemingly a thousand miles into the distance. He
started the car. Just before he hit the accelerator,
a tiny, inscrutable smirk appeared on his lips.
The car roared off. At 25, there would be no
more comebacks for Bjorn Borg. He would
never play another Grand Slam match. ●
Photos by Russ Adams/RAP

game. In the process, he had revived several traditional aspects of the
sport—the slice, the volley, the chip-and-charge, touch shots at net—
that had seemed close to extinction. But there was one shot McEnroe
hadn’t used to much effect in his previous matches with Borg: the lob.
At 15-15, Borg approached the net to McEnroe’s forehand. This
time, rather than try to drill the ball past him, McEnroe slowed his
swing and lofted a delicate topspin lob over Borg’s head. As it touched
down, well inside the baseline, Borg already had his head down and was
putting his hand in his pocket to get the ball for the next point.
At 15-30, stubborn to the end, Borg came to the net again, this time
hitting to McEnroe’s backhand. McEnroe was ready again with another
stinging crosscourt pass that was as perfectly struck as the last—15-40.
On the next point, a rally began. McEnroe hit short and softly. Borg,
for the fifth time in the game, moved in to the net. McEnroe scrambled
across the baseline, jumped and whipped his racquet straight upward so
that his forehand swing finished behind his head. The ball soared high,
much higher than his previous lob, and dropped like a stone in the far
corner of the court. Borg watched in futility as it kicked away and
toward the back wall.
“That shot broke him,” McEnroe’s coach, Tony
Palafox recalls. The crowd was silent.
Forty-five minutes later, McEnroe, having won
the third set, 6-4, served at 5-3, 40-15 in the fourth,
double championship point. He missed his first serve.
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Championof Change
Andre Agassi helped change the face of the sport—and now
dedicates himself to changing lives.
BY JOHN FEINSTEIN

O
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Chris Nicholson

n the surface there really wasn’t much to figure out about Andre Americans—Michael Chang, Sampras and Jim Courier—won major
Agassi when he first burst upon the tennis scene in the mid-1980s. titles before Agassi did. Sampras routed Agassi in the 1990 US Open
He was the punk-rocker of tennis, the gifted kid with the flowing final; Courier beat his junior rival in five sets in the 1991 French final.
locks, the pigeon-toed walk and a return of serve that left peo- Agassi was accused of giving up in a Davis Cup match in Germany in
ple—opponents included—gasping.
1989 and feuded with captain Tom Gorman even while the United
When he wanted to, Agassi made the game look easy and he made States was winning the Cup a year later.
life look easy. He was so good so young that he was a quarterfinalist in a
Agassi made his infamous “Image is Everything” commercial for
Canon, at the time seeming to sum up
star-studded field at Stratton Mountain at
who he was: lots of image and flash and
the age of 16; he was a US Open semifinalist
very little substance. In 1990, he skipped
at 18. He had money and talent and looks
Wimbledon for a third consecutive year
and an entire sport eager to embrace him.
Which is why his induction into the
amid growing disdain from his fellow
International Tennis Hall of Fame in Newplayers. When Agassi tried to convince a
port in July was a surprise to no one. After
crowd at a Washington, D.C., exhibition
all, this was one of tennis’ most decorated
he had played with John McEnroe that
careers: eight Grand Slam tournament
Wimbledon wasn’t all that important,
titles in all, including victories at all four
McEnroe shook his head as he listened and
said, “The guy is absolutely absurd.”
majors (on three different surfaces); an
Agassi became testy with the media,
Olympic gold medal; two Davis Cup
ducked almost all one-on-one contact with
championships; and center stage in one of
print reporters and was willing to be interthe sport’s great rivalries, along with Hall
viewed on camera only by hand-picked
of Famer Pete Sampras.
Game, set, match—Hall of Fame.
soft-ballers who knew not to bring up
And yet, none of it was simple or easy.
issues such as Wimbledon or Davis Cup or
Tennis, as Agassi revealed two years ago
his tendency to throw in the towel when
in his autobiography, was more or less
things got tough.
force-fed to him by a pushy stage father. He
And then, just when it seemed that
Agassi was going to become a poster-child
resented both his father and the sport and
for untapped potential, something funny
almost went out of his way to self-destruct
Andre Agassi received the sport’s highest honor when he was
happened: He began to care about more
during the early years of his career.
inducted into the International Tennis Hall of Fame in July.
than money and image. He returned to
Agassi was the No. 3 player in the
world by the end of 1988, having made the semifinals at both the Wimbledon in 1991, and a year later, in yet another twist of irony, it
French Open and the US Open. But he hadn’t bothered to play Wim- was there that he won his first major, beating Goran Ivanisevic in a
bledon, claiming he didn’t want to conform to Wimbledon’s policy five-set final.
that players had to dress in white. In truth, Agassi didn’t feel comfortBy 1994, Agassi was challenging Sampras for the No. 1 ranking. He
able on the grass and wanted to take those two weeks off to rest before won his first US Open and then began 1995 by taking the Australian
Open—an event he hadn’t played his entire career—defeating Sampras
playing for lucrative appearance fees on clay post-Wimbledon.
The next few years were filled with ups and downs. Three young in the final.
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Then came the next bend in the road: There was his failed marriage to
Brooke Shields and a loss of interest (again) in competing and training.
By late 1997, Agassi was out of shape and almost out of the game. His
ranking had dropped to No. 141 in the world and he appeared finished
at the age of 27. In his autobiography, Agassi admitted that he experimented with illegal substances during that period and even failed an
ATP Tour drug test. He avoided punishment by writing a letter claiming
someone had spiked a drink and he had unknowingly taken the drug. In
his book, Agassi wrote that the letter was a lie.
It was almost as if Agassi lived to do what people least expected.
When it looked like he was a certain star, he found ways to punch holes
in that stardom. When people were ready to write him off, he came
roaring back, playing better than he had ever played in the past. He did
it again in 1998, re-starting the training regimen that had made him a
star in the mid-’90s. His ranking jumped from No. 110 at the end of
1997 to No. 6 by the end of ’98.
A year later, he had the best stretch of his career: winning at Roland
Garros to complete the career Grand Slam; losing to Sampras in the
Wimbledon final and then winning the US Open; and beginning 2000
by capturing his second Australian Open championship. He was
27-1 in those four majors, the loss to Sampras in London
the only thing that stood between him and an Aga-Slam.
It is probably not coincidence that his best play
came soon after he began dating Steffi Graf in the
summer of 1999. Graf was everything Agassi was
not: mature, steady, always willing to compete. Being
with her seemed to instill a new sense of maturity and direction in Agassi, and the birth of their two children also seemed to
change him—as it changes almost anyone.

Al Bello/Getty Images

In a celebrated playing career that spanned 21 years, Andre Agassi sported a variety of looks
while assembling a Hall of Fame portfolio that contains eight major championship singles
titles, including the coveted career Grand Slam; two Davis Cup championships; an Olympic
gold medal; and 101 weeks at No. 1 in the world.
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PEACHY KELLMEYER:
THE SOUL OF WOMEN’S TENNIS
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Injuries and age began to wear on Agassi after he won his last major title—the
2003 Australian Open—but he remained competitive almost until his retirement
at the age of 36 following a third-round loss in the 2006 US Open. In a match that
bridged generations, he played Roger Federer in the 2005 US Open final, Federer
prevailing in four sets from one set all and down a break.
By then, Agassi was a fan favorite, but for entirely different reasons than he had
been as a rising teenage star. He was the gritty old warrior who never quit in a match,
who spent considerable time raising money for charity, who was the responsible
husband and father—the role model for the younger players coming up.
It was yet another unexpected twist in a life full of them.
“If they ever gave an award to athletes for most improvement as a person
during a career, I think they’d have to give it to Andre,” says Mary Carillo, who
clashed with Agassi as much as anyone during the early stages of his career. “You
have to give it to the guy; he really
made an effort to figure things
out and he did.”
Yes he did. Agassi went from
punk to paragon in a 20-year
career that made Days of Our Lives
look like a reality show. He thrilled
people, he infuriated them, he lost
them and he won them back. He
wasted great talent and then
squeezed all he had out of an aging
body. He went from the guy who seemed to be done the first time someone broke
his serve to the guy who was never done until the moment when you shook hands
with him at the net.
Once, Agassi chased money all over the globe to enhance an expensive
lifestyle. Now he chases money to try to make life better for children who desperately need help.
In the end, Agassi learned a very simple lesson that many athletes never quite
get to: Image is Nothing. Substance is Everything.
The Andre Agassi who joined his rival and friend Sampras in the Hall of Fame
in July was all substance. It was never simple or easy, but in the end he figured it
all out. ●

Getty Images

Above: Andre Agassi poses with students from the Andre Agassi College Preparatory Academy, a public
charter school for at-risk children in Las Vegas that opened 10 years ago. Below: Agassi at a charity
exhibition with his wife, Steffi Graf.

easurable snow in Houston was rare.
But in January 1973, that wasn’t the most
remarkable event for the city, as history
now shows. There was a fledgling start-up just
opening for business, and Peachy Kellmeyer was
the first employee, working from the boss’ home.
Day One at the Women’s Tennis Association:
“It was January, and it started to snow a little bit.
It never snows in Houston,” remembers Fern Lee
“Peachy” Kellmeyer, who in 1959, at age 15,
became the youngest woman at that time to play in
the U.S. National Championships, predecessor to
the US Open. “Gladys [Heldman, the boss] had
two cats: one named ‘Virginia’ and one named
‘Slims.’ About every five minutes, one of these cats
would come in with a dead bird.
“We had to do prize money; we didn’t have a
prize money breakdown,” Kellmeyer continues.
“We had to do rules; we didn’t have any rule books
then. So that was my first day on the job, watching
a bunch of dead birds come in while working at
Gladys’ house.”
Needless to say, working conditions improved
for Kellmeyer during the next 38 years of her career
at the WTA, and thanks to Kellmeyer, women’s
tennis has improved—in all aspects—for players
ranging from Billie Jean King to Caroline Wozniacki
and beyond. Kellmeyer is hailed as “the unsung
hero of women’s tennis.” As such, she received her
reward this summer: induction into the International
Tennis Hall of Fame.
A hero to more than women’s tennis, Kellmeyer
is a lifelong champion of women’s sports. In 1966,
as tennis coach at Marymount College (now Lynn
University) in Boca Raton, Fla., she sued for the right
to award scholarships to women athletes, paving
the way for the passing of Title IX six years later.
— Andre Christopher
USOpen.org
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The Right
Chemistry
The Bryan brothers are totally committed to one another,
which is what helps distinguish them from other top doubles duos.
horeography takes on a whole other meaning when you As father Wayne Bryan points out, “For a while, the Jensens were the thirdwatch the Bryan brothers. The defending US Open doubles most popular act in tennis, right up there with Agassi and Sampras.”
Wayne Bryan also once told his sons, “You don’t necessarily have to
champions came to New York with the chance to become
the first team in the Open Era to win four US Open men’s doubles titles. like each other to play well together.” Indeed, the history of doubles has its
Though they’re now 33 years old, Bob and Mike appear ageless, as share of duos who went together, as the Australians put it, “like chalk and
cheese.” Bob Hewitt and Frew McMillan won 57 titles together—
youthful and driven as that duo who have been playing together
including five major championships—while hardly exchanging a
since…well, since they were conceived. As their longstanding friend,
word, owing largely to Hewitt’s hot temper and McMillan’s tranTennis Channel commentator Justin Gimelstob, once noted,
quil demeanor. Ditto for the short-term team of Gabriela
“Just think: You could have been playing with someone
Sabatini and Steffi Graf. There was little rancor between
your whole life and you’d be partners nine months
them; they just didn’t have much to say to one another on
less than Bob and Mike.”
their way to winning the 1988 Wimbledon doubles title.
Whether on a hard court in the California
More current is the Indian duo of Mahesh Bhupathi and
sun, an indoor arena in Europe or any of the
Leander Paes. Back in 1999, the two reached the finals
familiar and distinct venues where they’ve played Davis
of all four majors, claiming two. But within
Cup, the Bryan brothers have brought new meaning to the
three years, the picture changed. “Was it the Xs
concept of team play. While there is no question they
and the Os that broke them up?” asks Wayne
bring exceptional prowess and physicality—be it Mike’s
Bryan. “No way. They just didn’t like each other.”
sharp service returns or Bob’s bazooka-like serve—the
Within the last decade, Bhupathi and Paes have each
twins most of all are supremely disciplined. As their forfound success with other partners. Bhupathi even won a
mer Davis Cup captain Patrick McEnroe says, “Watch
title with Mike Bryan in 2002 at the former tour stop
how these two work through a practice and you will see
on Long Island. This year, though, Bhupathi and
all it takes to be a great doubles team.”
Paes reunited, advancing to the final of
Every time Bob and Mike walk on the court,
the Australian Open.
they conduct drills that build team skills. But all
The Bryans on-court
But a strict business relationship is
the technical work pales when compared to
harmony has allowed
them to win more ATP
rarely
the key to long-term success. Says
one key question: How does a pair stay
titles than any doubles team
in history, and they are one shy
Hall of Famer Gigi Fernandez, winner of
together? As teens, the Bryans studied the
of tying the all-time record for
17 Grand Slam tournament doubles titles,
great teams. For obvious reasons, they were
Grand Slam tournament crowns.
“It’s always important to like your partner.
particularly struck by sibling duos. Gene and
Sandy Mayer won the French Open in 1979. A trio of Amritraj brothers I know there are some who don’t, but I don’t see how that can really
generated fine results. Twins Tim and Tom Gullikson reached the ’83 happen.” Looking across a room one night in a bar, Australian John
Wimbledon final. But probably no duo pointed the way for Mike and Bob Newcombe pointed to his longstanding partner Tony Roche and said,
more than ’93 French Open champions Luke and Murphy Jensen, who “That, sir, is my mate. I would run through a wall for him, and I know
brought tons of high-octane sibling-fueled energy everywhere they played. he would do the same for me.” According to another Aussie, Rennae
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(Left) Mahesh Bhupathi and Leander Paes needed almost 10 years apart to rediscover
the unity that brought them success in 1999, while (above) Serena and Venus Williams
have rarely strayed from one another in tournament play. (Below) Murphy and Luke
Jensen taught the Bryans the importance of being committed to your partner.

Todd Warshaw/Getty Images

tennis court, Mike tending to be more disciplined, right down to his
concise and dart-like service returns; while Bob is more carefree,
looking to finish points anywhere possible.
And yet for all their time spent hitting balls,
what holds a team together is a complicated matter.
“It’s not easy,” Mike says. “You have to work at it. Of
course it’s easy when you are winning. You both are
always smiling and enjoying a post-match meal
together. The tough part comes when you take a
couple of losses in a row, especially the bad losses—
when you are much better than your opponents.”
Comparisons to marriage surface frequently: the
need for constant communication and the attendant willingness to confront reality. Says Fernandez,
“You need to set time aside away from the court,
either one-on-one or with the coach, and go over what’s going on.” All
sorts of things can trigger misunderstanding, from defining the causes
of a loss to unstated events in one partner’s personal life to shifts in selfregard. “Sometimes one partner starts thinking it’s all them that’s carrying the team and that they are way better than the other guy,” says Bob.
In the Bryans’ case, marriage literally did enter the picture when Bob
married Michelle Alvarez last year. Says Wayne, “That was something
we knew would have some difficulty. [Mike and Bob] share bank
accounts, cars, real estate, practice time. So to separate things and live in
a different home, that’s tricky.”
But again, in sports there may be a lot of talk about the process—yet
nothing validates the process better than significant results. Coming
into the US Open, the Bryans remained the world’s best doubles team,
winning the Australian Open and Wimbledon this year to tie Todd
Woodbridge and Mark Woodforde’s Open Era record of 11 Grand Slam
tournament titles, one shy of the all-time record of Newcombe-Roche.
It’s hard to believe, though, that any shift in their fortunes would alter
what binds the Bryan brothers. Says Mike, “As we learned from the
Jensens, the key is that you have to be committed to sticking with your
partner through thick and thin and no matter what.” ●

Clive Brunskill/Getty Images

Stubbs, winner of multiple majors with such partners as
American Lisa Raymond and Cara Black of Zimbabwe,
“You don’t have to always hang out together, but you have
to have tremendous respect for one another’s abilities.”
Mutual respect has become increasingly important in
an era when doubles and singles occupy vastly different
realms. Time was when players would pair off more by dint of their relative ages, nations and friendship, along the way figuring out how to
make their respective styles mesh. Besides, until the ascent of Bjorn Borg,
virtually every pro was de facto an all-court player, someone as reasonably comfortable with the skill set required for doubles as in singles.
But the combination of both big groundstrokes and big money
compelled more and more players to cease playing doubles. While on the
women’s side, sisters Venus and Serena Williams have won singles and
doubles crowns at the same Grand Slam event eight times, not since
Yevgeny Kafelnikov’s run at the ’96 French Open has a man walked away
with two winners’ trophies at one major.
“Respect comes from the start,” says Stubbs. “It’s important for the
team to understand what each person brings to the table, whether it’s
technical, or the way the team matches up together, or the way strengths
and weaknesses balance. A good partner must do things that complement
what you do.”
Although they share as much DNA as possible, the Bryans certainly
have their contrasts that go back a long way. As children, Mike grew so
fed up with the way Bob maintained their shared bedroom that one
day he drew a line right down the middle. Those traits carry over to the
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An Unmatched
RIVALRY

David Wagner and Peter Norfolk, the quad division’s premier players,
have become very accustomed to playing each other.
BY SANDRA HARWITT

T
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he most talked about rivalry in tennis the past few years has been different match in different conditions. David has a good style of play
Roger Federer versus Rafael Nadal. If those two were in the same that matches mine. So we’re always going to have good matches unless
tournament, that was the matchup almost everyone wanted to one of us is really on fire.”
Eight of their last 11 matches through the end of July went to three
see. And when this year’s Olympus US Open Series began, fans
sets, with Norfolk winning five and Wagner taking three. Norfolk leads
had gotten their wish 25 times.
In the last seven months, however, Novak Djokovic has upstaged the overall series, 33-18 (their 2008 meeting in the Sydney International
final was unfinished), and seized the
Federer to make Djokovic-Nadal the
No. 1 ranking in wheelchair tennis’
more compelling rivalry. Their
quad division with the British Open
Wimbledon showdown was their
crown. Since 2005, each has been the
28th encounter—their fifth this year.
year-end No. 1 three times.
But the most storied active rivalry
As a rivalry, Norfolk-Wagner has
in tennis doesn’t involve any member
more chapters than Bjorn Borg-John
of the aforementioned trio. The two
McEnroe (14). More then Steffi Grafparticipants are David Wagner of
Monica Seles (15). More than Andre
Hillsboro, Ore., and Englishman Peter
Agassi-Pete
Sampras (34).
Norfolk. During the last 10 years up
The only high-profile pairing
through mid-July, they have faced off
that exceeds the Norfolk-Wagner
52 times, including three of the past
series is Chris Evert versus Martina
four years here at the US Open.
Navratilova, which featured 80 headWagner, 37, and Norfolk, 50, are
Since the quad division became part of the US Open Wheelchair Competition
to-head encounters.
the preeminent players in the quad
in 2007, Peter Norfolk (left) and David Wagner (right) have contested
each final—in singles and doubles. Wagner took home the singles title
“In an era defined by the rivalry
division of international wheelchair
for the first time last year.
between Roger Federer and Rafael
tennis. Basically, if both are entered
in a tournament, one of them is likely to wheel off with the title. Of their Nadal, we have also witnessed an astonishing rivalry in wheelchair tennis
between Peter Norfolk and David Wagner,” says Francesco Ricci Bitti,
52 career matches, 38 took place in tournament finals.
“Any time you can play one person that many times and [a high per- president of the International Tennis Federation (ITF), which governs
centage] of those times have been in finals,” Wagner says, “that’s pretty able-bodied and wheelchair tennis. “For 10 years, the two players have
special that we’ve been able to do that over the course of our careers. It’s continued to show great skill and determination in their matches
against each other, and remain outstanding ambassadors for the sport.”
a healthy rivalry and very cool.”
Indeed, the wheelchair tennis community is well aware of the magic
At times, as might be expected, the two will stare at each other from
across the net and think, “You again?” But it’s only a momentary contem- in their midst. Dutch great Esther Vergeer, who has perhaps the most
plation for a pair of inspirational athletes who both possess a powerful remarkable winning streak in all of sports—422 matches through July,
dating back to 2003—might even be a wee bit envious.
competitive drive.
“Sure, I’m a little bit…” Vergeer begins. “Well, I don’t know if you
“It’s a different challenge every time,” says Norfolk, “because it’s a

HARWITT_Wheelchair Story.7_••2004 US OPEN TEMPLATE 8/1/11 3:40 PM Page 3

David Wagner

Peter Norfolk

Tom Shaw/Getty Images

Phil Cole/Getty Images USTA

HARWITT_Wheelchair Story.7_••2004 US OPEN TEMPLATE 8/1/11 3:40 PM Page 4

should call it jealous. But it’s a lot of fun if you have tough matches and
have to fight for it.
“I know David and Peter very well and to see those two play, it’s the
way sports should be because they respect each other on court and off
court. And you see that there’s a lot of tactics going on, which is important in their quad game because their physical is not as good as ours.”
The differences between tennis for the able-bodied and wheelchair
tennis are pretty clear. The primary rules difference is that wheelchair
players have the option of hitting the ball after two bounces, with only
the first bounce having to be within the confines of the court. But
wheelchair athletes are in the chair in the first place because of a substantial loss of function in one or both of their lower extremities. Quad
wheelchair players have a permanent and substantial loss of function in
one or both of their upper extremities as well.
Wagner and Norfolk share a belief that wheelchair tennis—and living the circumstances of your life—is all about ability, not disability.
Both were young, vibrant, able-bodied men when their fates took an
unexpected twist.
In 1979, at age 19, Norfolk became a paraplegic when a motorcycle
accident left him with a broken back. In 2000, a further spinal complication resulted in his losing strength in his right arm, shoulder, elbow
and wrist, thereby qualifying him as a quad wheelchair tennis player.
In 1995, at age 21, Wagner was playing Frisbee with friends in the
Southern California surf. When he tried to jump over a wave, he lost his
footing, and the freak incident left him with a broken neck.
Norfolk is a family man and business entrepreneur. He plays tennis
only part-time. His wife, Linda, is a sports physiotherapist, and they
have two children—a son, Joseph, and a daughter, Evie—both under
the age of 3. Formerly a successful hotel and banquet specialist, Norfolk
for the last 21 years has operated a company that sells top-of-the-line
wheelchairs to the physically challenged.
Wagner, by contrast, is currently single. He played college tennis
before becoming disabled and returned to the game when looking for a
sport to pursue in a wheelchair. Until 2004, he taught elementary
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Clockwise from left: Peter Norfolk and David Wagner have faced off at the US Open three
of the past four years, with Norfolk winning twice. But Wagner is undefeated at both the
US Open and the Paralympics in quad doubles with Nick Taylor. Norfolk has captured the
past two Paralympic Games quad singles gold medals.

school, but now plays tennis full-time.
“I try to make my living at it, but I don’t believe I’ll ever be a millionaire,” Wagner says. “I would love to be, if that worked out. But—
although I know it isn’t great for a professional athlete to say, ‘I’m happy
to be breaking even’—maybe, I’m hoping, for the future there will be
more money in [wheelchair tennis] because the sport is definitely growing. At the Paralympics they sell out all the venues.”
Any differences in their ages and lifestyles quickly fade when Wagner
and Norfolk literally tape their racquets to their hands—a necessity to
keep a firm hold of the racquet, even though it prevents them from
changing grips for certain shots. That’s when they become passionate
equals about their sport.
Both agree Norfolk has the better serve but believe they both excel
on the return. While Wagner is capable of going for the first strike, a
tactic Norfolk always prefers, the American often chooses to keep on
the move and grind out points.
Wagner has claimed the quad singles crown in the last two Grand Slam
tournaments: the 2010 US Open and the 2011 Australian Open. (The
French Open and Wimbledon do not feature the quad division in their
wheelchair events.) He also has four Paralympic medals, including two
gold in quad doubles with regular partner Nick Taylor of Wichita, Kan.
Norfolk, who won the first two US Open Wheelchair Competition
quad singles titles, has captured quad singles gold in the last two Paralympic Games. The latter caught the attention of Queen Elizabeth, who
named Norfolk a Member of the British Empire (MBE) in 2005, then
upped the ante to the Order of the British Empire (OBE) in 2009.
Norfolk hopes to keep his Paralympic success alive in front of the
home crowd at the 2012 London Games next summer.
“That’s what I’m going for,” Norfolk says. “That would be the highlight of my career; to win in London would be the pinnacle.
“But I’m sure David will be there trying to do the same.” ●
USOpen.org
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Rafael Nadal
hould Rafael Nadal successfully defend his US Open crown, he will match

S

Bjorn Borg’s total of 11 Grand Slam tournament singles titles in the Open Era

and trail only Roger Federer (16) and Pete Sampras (14). He won his 10th

major title at this year’s Roland Garros—his record-tying sixth crown there—
following wins in Barcelona and Monte Carlo, where he became the first player in
ATP history to win a tournament seven years in a row. At last year’s US Open,
Nadal completed the career Grand Slam
to become the seventh player in
history (and the youngest in

Born: 6/3/86, Manacor, Spain
Residence: Manacor, Spain
Height: 6'1" Weight: 188 lbs.
Plays: Left-handed

the Open Era) to do so. His
many accomplishments add
up to Nadal establishing himself
as one of the greatest players of all time.

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

29-6

QF QF W SF QF -

Roland Garros

45-1

W W 4R W W W W -

-

Wimbledon

35-5

F

3R

US Open

28-7

W -

W F

F

Timothy A. Clary/Getty Images

Grand Slam Record

4R 3R -

2R -

W SF SF 4R QF 3R 2R 2R

Kim Clijsters

K

im Clijsters has won the US Open in her last three appearances and is the
first two-time defending champion since Venus Williams in 2002. It has
been 33 years since a woman claimed three consecutive US Open titles, but

Clijsters has a history of remarkable achievements. She won here in 2009, just one
month into her comeback from two years of retirement, and became the first
mother in 29 years to win a major. After claiming the 2011 Australian Open title,
she returned to No. 1 before ankle and
foot injuries marred her clay
court season and forced her

Born: 6/8/83, Bilzen, Belgium
Residence: Bree, Belgium
Height: 5'81⁄2" Weight: 150 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

to skip Wimbledon. Yet hard
courts are where Clijsters is at
her best: she has won more hard

Susan Mullane/Camerawork USA

court titles than any other active player.
Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

38-8

W 3R -

-

SF SF -

Roland Garros

23-7

2R -

-

-

-

SF 4R -

F

Wimbledon

26-8

-

QF -

-

-

SF 4R -

SF 2R QF 2R 4R

US Open

37-5

W W -

-

-

F

F

W -

SF SF 4R 1R 3R F

1R -

4R QF 2R 3R
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Roger Federer
istory, it seems, has been Roger Federer’s constant companion. He is the only

H

man in the Open Era to have won five consecutive US Open titles, and here
in New York he can become the first man to win at least one Grand Slam

tournament singles title for nine consecutive years. He already stands alone as the
only man to capture 16 major singles championships, as well as the only one to
reach the final of each Grand Slam tournament at least five times. And at 2011

Wimbledon, he reached his record 29th
straight Grand Slam quarterfinal.
Even Federer’s durability is

Born: 8/8/81, Basel, Switzerland
Residence: Bottmingen, Switzerland
Height: 6’1" Weight: 187 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

unmatched, with this year’s
US Open being his 48th consecutive major, comfortably the
most of any active player.
Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

59-8

SF W F

Roland Garros

49-12

F

Wimbledon

59-7

QF QF W F

US Open

56-6

SF F

SF W W SF W 4R 4R 3R 3R F

F

SF 3R 1R 1R QF 4R 1R

W W W W W 1R QF 1R 1R

Bob Straus

QF W F

W W W W W 4R 4R 4R 3R -

Serena Williams

A

new chapter in Serena Williams’s storied career began when she returned to
action the week before Wimbledon—after missing 49 weeks because of a
lacerated foot, a pulmonary embolism and a hematoma. Although her

Wimbledon journey ended in the round of 16, it served notice she will again be a
strong contender at the US Open. Serena, who held the No. 1 singles and doubles
rankings at the time of her foot injury, has captured at least one major singles
crown each year since 2007 (her last return
from a prolonged injury layoff)
and has won 13 Grand Slam

Born: 9/26/81, Saginaw, MI
Residence: Palm Beach Gardens, FL
Height: 5'9" Weight: 150 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

tournament singles titles. In
the Open Era, only Steffi Graf
(22), Martina Navratilova (18),

Mike Hewitt/Getty Images

and Chris Evert (18) have won more.
Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

51-6

-

W W QF W 3R W -

Roland Garros

39-9

-

QF QF 3R QF -

Wimbledon

60-8

4R W W F

US Open

52-8

-

QF -

-

W -

QF 4R 3R 2R

QF SF W QF -

3R F

3R 4R

W W QF SF -

SF W QF 4R 4R QF -

W F

3R

QF W 3R

2011 US OPEN

175

Bios_Featured.7_••2004 US OPEN TEMPLATE 8/1/11 5:16 PM Page 4

Novak Djokovic
ovak Djokovic’s triumph at 2011 Wimbledon capped a remarkable first

N

half of 2011 that saw him run his overall record to an astonishing 48–1.
Entering the summer season with the No. 1 ranking and eight titles on the

year, including his second Australian Open crown, Djokovic now looks to make
his next major statement here in New York. He has been in the US Open final
two times (2007, 2010) and been stopped in the semifinals twice (2008, 2009),
but since last year’s loss to Rafael Nadal,
he has taken his game to a higher
level. Perhaps the game’s top

Born: 5/22/87, Belgrade, Serbia
Residence: Monte Carlo, Monaco
Height: 6'2" Weight: 176 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

returner of serve and one of
its best movers, he is playing
with the supreme confidence

Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

25-5

W QF QF W 4R 1R 1R

Roland Garros

26-7

SF QF 3R SF SF QF 2R

Wimbledon

27-6

W SF QF 2R SF 4R 3R

US Open

26-6

SF SF F

3R 3R

Maria Sharapova
uccess came early for Maria Sharapova. She won Wimbledon at age 17 (in

S

her second year of Grand Slam play), became No. 1 in the world the
following year and had captured the US Open and the Australian Open

titles by the time she was 21. A serious right shoulder injury in 2008 disrupted her
reign atop the game, but Sharapova, with her characteristic resolve, has charged
back. From a low of No. 126 in May 2009, she re-entered the Top 10 this April and

came close to completing a career Grand
Slam at Roland Garros, where she
fell in the semifinals. By win-

Born: 4/19/87, Nyagan, Russia
Residence: Bradenton, Florida
Height: 6'2" Weight: 130 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

ning at Rome in May, she has
now won at least one singles
title in nine consecutive years, the
longest active streak in women’s tennis.

Sandra Mu/Getty Images

F

Matthew Stockman/Getty Images

known only by a true champion.

Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

28-7

4R 1R -

Roland Garros

30-9

SF 3R QF 4R SF 4R QF QF 1R

Wimbledon

34-8

F

US Open

22-6

W F

SF SF 3R 1R

4R 2R 2R 4R SF SF W 4R
4R 3R -

3R W SF 3R 2R
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Andy Murray

A

ndy Murray continues his quest to become the first British man to capture
a Grand Slam tournament singles title since Fred Perry at the 1936 U.S.
Championships. Although he’s maintained a Top 5 ranking for the past

three years, the grand prize has continued to elude him. Murray was a finalist at the

Australian Open the last two years and at the US Open in 2008, and has reached
the semifinals or better in the past three majors; rarely has any man advanced to
four straight Grand Slam semis without
winning one of them. For much of
2011, Murray has been superb:

Born: 5/15/87, Dunblane, Scotland
Residence: London, England
Height: 6'3" Weight: 185 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

from April through Wimbledon, he made it to at least the
semifinals of five tournaments

Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

18-6

F

Roland Garros

14-5

SF 4R QF 3R -

1R -

Wimbledon

24-6

SF SF SF QF -

4R 3R

US Open

17-6

3R 4R F

4R 1R 4R 1R -

3R 4R 2R

Caroline Wozniacki

F

or the last three seasons, Caroline Wozniacki has played and won more WTA
matches than anyone. She also has won the most tournaments, leading the
women’s tour with six championships in 2010 and five through Wimbledon

of this year. As a result, she now ranks ninth all time for most weeks at No. 1.

Wozniacki’s titles in 2011 have come at some of the tour’s biggest events, including
Dubai, Indian Wells and Charleston. With her fondness for hard courts, she is
almost sure to be a factor at the US Open,
where she was a finalist in 2009.
On hard courts, she also ran

Born: 7/11/90, Odense, Denmark
Residence: Monte Carlo, Monaco
Height: 5'10" Weight: 128 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

away with last summer’s
Olympus US Open Series
title and reached the Australian
Open semifinals at the start of this year.

Jeff Gross/Getty Images

F

Matthew Stockman/Getty Images

and won at London/Queen’s Club.

Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

13-4

SF 4R 3R 4R -

Roland Garros

10-5

3R QF 3R 3R 1R

Wimbledon

12-5

4R 4R 4R 3R 2R

US Open

15-4

SF F

4R 2R
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Andy Roddick

A

former world No. 1 and the 2003 US Open champion, Andy Roddick is the
only man to win a hard court title every year in this millennium. He ranks
third among active players in singles crowns won, behind Roger Federer and

Rafael Nadal, and is ninth all time among Americans. In fact, Roddick’s 30th career

title, which came in Memphis in February, ensured him 11 seasons in a row with at
least one tournament championship. Buoyed by a runner-up finish in Brisbane
and a semifinal showing at Queen’s Club,
Roddick has positioned himself
to make 2011 his 10th in a

Born: 8/30/82, Omaha, Nebraska
Residence: Austin, Texas
Height: 6'2" Weight: 195 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

row in the year-end Top 10.
Only Federer has enjoyed
such enduring success among
today’s players.

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

37-10

4R QF SF 3R SF 4R SF QF SF 2R -

Roland Garros

9-9

-

Wimbledon

39-11

3R 4R F

US Open

36-10

-

1R 1R 2R 2R 1R 1R 3R -

2R QF 3R F

2R 3R QF QF F

F

SF 3R 3R -

1R QF W QF QF 1R

Venus Williams

V

enus Williams, who first reached No. 1 in the world in 2002, returned to No. 2
last spring for the first time in seven years. A two-time US Open winner and
five-time Wimbledon champion, she entered 2011 having competed in at

least one major singles semifinal in 12 of her 14 years as a pro—including the 2010
US Open. Since then, knee, hip and abdominal injuries limited her to playing in
only the Australian Open over the next nine months. Venus finally returned to
action this spring and advanced to the
Eastbourne quarterfinals before
reaching the round of 16 at

Born: 6/17/80, Lynwood, CA
Residence: Palm Beach Gardens, FL
Height: 6'1" Weight: 160 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

Wimbledon. Owner of the
fastest women’s serve (129
mph) in US Open history, she
led last year’s tournament in total aces.

Mike Hewitt/Getty Images

3R 4R -

Michael Regan/Getty Images

Grand Slam Record

Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

39-12

3R QF 2R QF -

Roland Garros

40-14

-

Wimbledon

71-10

4R QF F

US Open

60-10

1R 4R 3R F

QF SF -

4R 3R 3R 3R QF 3R QF 4R F
W W 3R W 2R F

SF 4R QF SF -

QF 4R -

QF QF -

1R QF 4R QF 2R

F

W W QF QF 1R

F

W W SF SF F

2011 US OPEN

181
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Robin Soderling
obin Soderling ended 2010 as Sweden’s first Top 5 player in a decade and also

R

became the first Swede to finish in the Top 10 in back-to-back seasons since
2000. He got off to a fast start in 2011 with a 17-1 record while claiming three

titles (Brisbane, Rotterdam and Marseille) in his first four tournaments—marking
the first time he has won a trio of ATP World Tour titles in the same season—and
adding a career-best fourth-round showing at the Australian Open. A foot injury

interrupted his momentum during the
spring hard court swing, but
Soderling got back on track

Born: 8/14/84, Tibro, Sweden
Residence: Monte Carlo, Monaco
Height: 6'4" Weight: 192 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

on clay, reaching the quarterfinals at Madrid, Rome
and Roland Garros, where he

Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

5-6

4R 1R 2R -

Roland Garros

19-8

QF F

Wimbledon

14-9

3R QF 4R 3R 1R 1R 1R 1R 3R -

US Open

13-8

1R 2R -

-

3R 1R 1R 2R 1R -

1R -

-

QF QF 1R -

2R 3R 2R 1R 2R

Vera Zvonareva

L

ast year’s US Open and Wimbledon women’s singles runner-up, Vera
Zvonareva is no longer the emotionally volatile player who cracked the Top 10
during her third full season on tour. She is now a calmer, more focused and

thoughtful competitor who has emerged as one of the game’s most consistent
players. She reached a career high of No. 2 last October and has continued her
solid play in 2011, winning the 11th singles title of her career and advancing to
four semifinals, including the Australian

Open, before the summer began.
Zvonareva is also a highly

Born: 9/7/84, Moscow, Russia
Residence: Moscow, Russia
Height: 5'73⁄4" Weight: 1301⁄2 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

accomplished doubles player.
At the US Open, she has been
both a doubles champion (2006)
and a mixed doubles champion (2004).

Nicolas Asfouri/Getty Images

F

Matthew Stockman/Getty Images

was runner-up in 2009 and 2010.

Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

20-9

SF 4R SF 1R 4R 1R 2R 4R 1R -

Roland Garros

18-8

$R 2R -

Wimbledon

19-9

3R F

US Open

21-8

F

4R -

1R 3R 3R QF 4R

3R 2R -

1R 2R 4R 4R 2R

4R 2R 3R 3R -

4R 3R 3R
2011 US OPEN
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Juan Martin Del Potro

J

uan Martin Del Potro won the 2009 US Open but was unable to defend his
crown last year while recovering from right wrist surgery. This season, his
steady comeback has taken the hard-hitting Argentine from No. 485 in

February to the Top 20 after Wimbledon. He reached at least the semifinals in four
consecutive pre-spring U.S. tournaments, claiming his first title since the US Open
at Delray Beach, and captured the Estoril championship in his first clay court event
since 2009. In Grand Slam play this year,
Del Potro has advanced one
round further at each tourna-

Born: 9/23/88, Tandil, Argentina
Residence: Tandil, Argentina
Height: 6'6" Weight: 182 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

ment. Having reached the
round of 16 at Wimbledon for
the first time, he appears to be
headed for another big US Open.

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

10-5

2R 4R QF 2R 2R -

Roland Garros

8-5

3R -

SF 2R 1R 1R

Wimbledon

6-4

4R -

2R 2R 2R -

US Open

13-3

W QF 3R 1R

Li Na

L

i Na has been a trailblazer her entire career. She is the first Chinese to: win a
WTA title (2004); reach the US Open quarterfinals (2009); crack the Top 10
(January 2011) and Top 5 (June 2011); and capture a Grand Slam tourna-

ment singles championship. The latter feat took place this year at Roland Garros,
when she defeated defending champion Francesca Schiavone. Li began 2011 by
subduing Kim Clijsters to win the title at Sydney and, in fact, has defeated nine of

the 10 women to hold the No. 1 ranking
in the last 10 years. Although no
woman Li’s age, 29, has won

Born: 2/26/82, Wuhan, China
Residence: Wuhan, China
Height: 5'73⁄4" Weight: 143 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

the US Open in the past 24
years, she is playing better
than ever, which makes her a
strong contender for this year’s title.

Clive Brunskill/Getty Images

-

Daniel Garcia/Getty Images

Grand Slam Record

Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

18-6

F

Roland Garros

16-4

W 3R 4R -

Wimbledon

12-5

2R QF 3R 2R -

US Open

10-5

1R QF 4R -

SF -

3R 4R 1R 3R
3R 3R QF 4R 1R
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David Ferrer

A

Top 20 player for the past six years, David Ferrer is a relentless competitor
who chases down every ball within reach. His doggedness makes him one of
the game’s premier clay court players and a dangerous opponent on hard

surfaces. In fact, his best showings in Grand Slam events have come on hard courts,
reaching the semifinals at the 2007 US Open and this year’s Australian Open.
Ferrer began 2011 by winning at Auckland and defending his title at Acapulco. He
then shined on clay—reaching the Monte
Carlo and Barcelona finals, the
Madrid quarterfinals and the

Born: 4/2/82, Javea, Spain
Residence: Valencia, Spain
Height: 5'9" Weight: 160 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

Roland Garros round of 16
—before returning to the
hard courts in July to lead Spain
over the U.S. in Davis Cup.

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

19-9

SF 2R 3R QF 4R 4R 1R 2R 1R

Roland Garros

21-9

4R 3R 3R QF 3R 3R QF 2R 2R

Wimbledon

16-9

4R 4R 3R 3R 2R 4R 1R 2R 2R

US Open

15-8

4R 2R 3R SF 3R 3R 1R 1R

Clive Mason/Getty Images

Grand Slam Record

Victoria Azarenka

A

two-time Grand Slam tournament mixed doubles champion (including the
2007 US Open) and three-time women’s doubles runner-up (including this
year’s Australian Open), Victoria Azarenka has the power game to be a

serious singles contender at a major. In March, she won at Miami for the second
time in three years, then transitioned from hard courts to clay the following week to
take the title at Marbella. She was runner-up at Madrid a month later, matched her

career-best as a quarterfinalist at Roland
Garros and then reached her first
Grand Slam singles semifinal

Born: 7/31/89, Minsk, Belarus
Residence: Monte Carlo, Monaco
Height: 5'10" Weight: 132 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

at Wimbledon. The US Open
would be an ideal place for
Azarenka to make the next step;

Susan Mullane/Camerawork USA

she was junior champ here in 2005.
Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

14-6

4R QF 4R 3R 3R 1R

Roland Garros

11-6

QF 1R QF 4R 1R 1R

Wimbledon

15-6

SF 3R QF 3R 3R 1R

US Open

10-5

2R 3R 3R 4R 3R
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Gael Monfils

F

ew players are as entertaining to watch as Gael Monfils. The animated, acrobatic
Frenchman knows how to please the crowd by hitting near impossible shots
that can bring down the house while taking the heart out of his opponent.

However, his body often pays the price for his extraordinary athleticism, and so it
was that a left wrist injury earlier this year required six weeks of rest and kept him
out of the spring showcase events in Indian Wells and Miami. Nevertheless,
Monfils still posted an excellent first half
to the season, making it to the
semifinals in San Jose and

Born: 9/1/86, Paris, France
Residence: Trelex, Switzerland
Height: 6'4" Weight: 177 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

Halle and the quarterfinals at
both Barcelona and Roland
Garros—and returning to the

Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

10-6

3R 3R 4R -

Roland Garros

19-7

QF 2R QF SF 3R 4R 1R

Wimbledon

8-5

3R 3R -

US Open

11-5

3R 1R 3R

QF 4R 4R -

2R 1R

Francesca Schiavone

F

rancesca Schiavone charmed the world last year with her unexpected
journey to the Roland Garros championship, seemingly leaving herself with
nothing more to prove in a career now in its 14th season. Instead, she began

2011 by reaching the quarterfinals of the Australian Open for the first time (defeating Svetlana Kuznetsova in the round of 16 in the longest women’s match in Grand
Slam tournament history). Upon returning to Roland Garros, Schiavone then
showed that she is perhaps the best clay
court player in women’s tennis
today. She made it back to the

Born: 6/23/80, Milan, Italy
Residence: Milan, Italy
Height: 5'51⁄2" Weight: 141 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

final with a series of stunning
performances, and though she
couldn’t retain her title, proved
she has the heart of a champion.

Ben Stansall/Getty Images

-

3R 1R 2R

Fred Mullane/Camerawork USA

Top 10 for the first time in two years.

Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

18-11

QF 4R 1R 3R 2R 4R 3R 2R 1R 3R 1R -

Roland Garros

33-10

F

Wimbledon

13-11

3R 1R QF 2R 2R 1R 1R 2R 3R 2R 2R -

US Open

25-11

W 1R 3R 3R 4R 4R 4R 2R 3R QF -

QF 4R 2R 2R 3R 3R 4R QF 4R 1R 3R
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Jo-Wilfried Tsonga

P

erhaps no other player in men’s tennis has the swagger of Jo-Wilfried Tsonga.
With the looks of a young Muhammad Ali, Tsonga seems to have embraced
much of The Champ’s persona. He certainly has the “float like a butterfly,

sting like a bee” game, with good movement around the court and punishing
strokes. A finalist at the 2008 Australian Open, he was runner-up this year at
Rotterdam and London/Queen’s Club—the latter a prelude to his performance at
Wimbledon, where he shocked Roger
Federer to reach the semis. Tsonga
missed last year’s US Open

Born: 4/17/85, Le Mans, France
Residence: La Rippe, Switzerland
Height: 6'2" Weight: 200 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

because of a left knee injury
but has the potential for going
far in New York, having won the
US Open boys’ singles title here in 2003.

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

17-5

3R SF QF F

1R -

-

Roland Garros

8-4

3R 4R 4R -

-

1R

Wimbledon

13-4

SF QF 3R -

4R -

-

US Open

7-3

4R 3R 3R -

-

Petra Kvitova

P

etra Kvitova became tennis’ newest Grand Slam tournament singles champion
by winning Wimbledon this summer, a rousing encore to her surprising
romp to the 2010 Wimbledon semifinals. The powerful left-hander had been

building to such a moment all year. She won the season opener at Brisbane, netted a
career-best quarterfinal finish at the Australian Open and shut down Kim Clijsters
in the Paris Indoors final. Kvitova’s triumph at Madrid in May vaulted her into the

Top 10. “I don’t just want to be Top 10,” she
said. “I want to keep getting better
and better.” With her range on

Born: 3/8/90, Bilovec, Czech Republic
Residence: Fulnek, Czech Republic
Height: 6'0" Weight: 154 lbs.
Plays: Left-handed

the court and the way she
attacks her opponents’ serves,
Kvitova has been succeeding in
getting what she wants.
Jacques Demarthon/Getty Images

-

-

Alexander Klein/Getty Images

Grand Slam Record

Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

5-3

QF 2R 1R -

Roland Garros

6-3

4R 1R -

Wimbledon

12-3

W SF 1R 1R

US Open

5-3

4R

3R 4R 1R
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Mardy Fish

D

uring the past two seasons, Mardy Fish has reinvented himself as a player,
surging into the Top 10 and becoming the No. 1 American in April with a
game that translates well to every surface. He has always had a potent serve

and an aggressive all-court style, but by getting into the best shape of his career, he

has been able to tweak his game and craft points rather than always attack. Indeed,
last September’s Davis Cup showcased the “new and improved” Fish, when he
became the first U.S. player since Pete
Sampras in 1995 to win three live
points. This year, he was a
quarterfinalist or better in
four of his first five U.S. events

Born: 12/9/81, Edina, Minnesota
Residence: Tampa, Florida
Height: 6'2" Weight: 178 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

and advanced further than ever
at Roland Garros and Wimbledon.
Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open
Roland Garros
Wimbledon
US Open

13-9
4-6
12-9
12-10

QF
1R
2R

3R
2R

2R
1R
1R

1R
2R
2R

3R
1R
3R
2R

2R
2R

1R
1R

1R

Svetlana Kuznetsova

S

vetlana Kuznetsova has won two Grand Slam tournament singles titles,
including the 2004 US Open, and has finished in the year-end Top 10 five
times. Yet her mercurial talent continues to make her one of the game’s most

underrated players. After a disappointing 2010 in which she dropped from No. 3 to
No. 27, she has reentered the Top 20 and remains a major contender at every event.

Kuznetsova’s match against Francesca Schiavone at the 2011 Australian Open was
one of the year’s most riveting and the
longest in women’s Grand Slam
history (4 hours, 44 minutes).

Born: 6/27/85, St. Petersburg, Russia
Residence: Monte Carlo, Monaco
Height: 5'81⁄2" Weight: 161 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

She then reached the final at
Dubai and was a quarterfinalist at Roland Garros—her first
Final 8 since winning there in 2009.

Greg Wood/Getty Images

2R 1R 3R 3R
3R 2R 1F 2R
QF 2R 3R 1R
4R - QF

Mike Ehrmann/Getty Images

Grand Slam Record

Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

25-10

4R 4R QF 3R 4R 4R QF 3R 1R 2R

Roland Garros

34-8

QF 3R W SF QF F

Wimbledon

22-9

3R 2R 3R 4R QF 3R QF 1R QF -

US Open

28-8

4R 4R 3R F

4R 4R 1R -

4R 1R W 3R 3R

Ad Template_Layout 1 8/2/11 1:49 PM Page 1
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Richard Gasquet

A

t his best, Richard Gasquet is one of the top talents in men’s tennis, exhibiting
a sublime backhand and world-class shot-making. He entered this summer
playing perhaps the best tennis of his career; at the ATP Masters event in

Rome (where he reached the semifinals), Gasquet defeated Roger Federer in the
round of 16 and then toppled Tomas Berdych the next day. He had previously
collected consecutive Top 10 wins at Indian Wells when he upset Jurgen Melzer and

Andy Roddick to reach the quarterfinals,
following a trip to the semifinals
in Dubai. The latter two

Born: 6/18/86, Beziers, France
Residence: Neuchatel, Switzerland
Height: 6'1" Weight: 165 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

results show Gasquet can
contend on hard courts. His
challenge at the US Open is to
get from Labor Day to Super Saturday.
Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open
Roland Garros
Wimbledon
US Open

9-9
7-8
14-6
10-5*

4R
4R
1R

4R
2R
SF
2R

1R
2R
1R
4R

3R
4R
4R

1R
1R
1R
-

1R
1R
-

1R
-

Julian Finney/Getty Images

3R 1R 3R
4R 1R 4R - 4R 1R

*Walkover in 2007 is not included as a loss.

Marion Bartoli

M

arion Bartoli long has been regarded as one of the game’s quirkier players,
yet she has outgrown many of her idiosyncratic on-court habits and
grown into a consistent top performer. Indeed, this has been the best

season of her career. In March, she was runner-up at Indian Wells, and the week

before Roland Garros she was a finalist at Strasbourg. The Frenchwoman then
achieved her top Grand Slam tournament result in four years by reaching the
semifinals in her home major. Bartoli
followed that by winning on grass
at Eastbourne—to collect her

Born: 10/2/84, Le Puy en Velay, France
Residence: Geneva, Switzerland
Height: 5'63⁄4" Weight: 139 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

sixth career singles title—
and advancing to the quarterfinals at Wimbledon by beating

Alex Livesey/Getty Images

Serena Williams for the first time.
Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

11-10

2R 3R QF 1R 2R 2R 2R 2R 1R 1R -

Roland Garros

13-11

SF 3R 2R 1R 4R 2R 1R 1R 2R 1R 1R

Wimbledon

21-9

QF 4R 3R 3R F

US Open

15-9

2R 2R 3R 1R -

-

2R 2R 4R 4R 3R 3R 2R 1R 3R -
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Nicolas Almagro

T

he 2011 season has been the best of Nicolas Almagro’s career. He began by
reaching the second hard court semifinal of his career at Auckland in January.
In May, he cracked the Top 10 for the first time, the result of a near-historic

Latin American clay court stretch in February and March. Almagro won at Costa
Do Sauipe and Buenos Aires, giving him a chance to become the first player to
capture as many as three of the four championships in the tour’s “Golden Swing.”
Although he lost in the Acapulco final,
his 13-match winning streak was
the longest on tour at the

Born: 8/21/85, Murcia, Spain
Residence: Murcia, Spain
Height: 6'0" Weight: 179 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

time. And he soon resumed
his winning ways, claiming
the 10th title of his career in
Nice the week before the French Open.

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

8-7

4R 4R 3R 1R 1R 1R 1R -

Roland Garros

13-8

1R QF 3R QF 2R 2R 2R 1R

Wimbledon

5-7

3R 1R 3R 2R 1R 1R 1R -

US Open

9-6

3R 3R 3R 3R 1R 2R -

Alex Livesey/Getty Images

Grand Slam Record

Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova

A

n outstanding junior player, Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova was an ITF Junior
World Champion who won multiple junior Grand Slam tournament titles,
including the 2006 US Open singles championship. She broke into the Top 20

after last year’s US Open and may very well remain at the top of the women’s game
for years to come. Pavlyuchenkova, who just turned 20, started the 2011 season by
reaching the semifinals in Brisbane, and in March successfully defended her title
at Monterrey and then advanced to the
Madrid quarterfinals. She reached
her first Grand Slam tourna-

Born: 7/3/91, Moscow, Russia
Residence: Samara, Russia
Height: 5'10" Weight: 159 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

ment quarterfinal at Roland
Garros and looks to have her
well-rounded game ready for

Alex Livesey/Getty Images

another career best in New York.
Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

3-3

3R 2R 1R -

Roland Garros

9-4

QF 3R 3R 2R -

Wimbledon

6-5

2R 3R 2R 3R 1R

US Open

4-3

-

4R 1R 2R -
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Tomas Berdych

T

omas Berdych had a spectacular 2010, with runner-up finishes at Wimbledon
and Miami. Yet, in the end, he was the first player in six years to finish the
season in the Top 10 without winning a title over the course of the year. Still,

Berdych looms as a threat at every tournament—attested by the fact that he owns
titles on every surface. He is, perhaps, the prototypical 21st century player: tall and
athletic, with good movement, excellent power and a deft touch. Improved
consistency has been the key factor in his
emergence as a Top 10 player.

Until this year’s French Open,
he was at least a quarterfinalist in all but two events, an
improvement over his effort to

Born: 9/17/85, Valasske Mezirici,
Czech Republic
Residence: Monte Carlo, Monaco
Height: 6'5" Weight: 200 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

the same point in 2010.
Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

16-8

QF 2R 4R 4R 4R 2R 1R 2R -

Roland Garros

10-8

1R SF 1R 2R 1R 4R 2R 1R -

Wimbledon

23-8

4R F

US Open

14-8

Mark Dadswell/Getty Images

Grand Slam Record

4R 3R QF 4R 3R 1R -

1R 3R 1R 4R 4R 3R 4R 2R

Andrea Petkovic

A

s the summer began, Andrea Petkovic stood on the verge of becoming the
first German woman in the world’s Top 10 since Steffi Graf in 1999. At last
year’s US Open, Petkovic advanced to the round of 16 for the first time at a

Grand Slam event and debuted the “Petko Dance,” which helped her become a
social media sensation. This season, her play has been the bigger story. In January,

she reached the final at Brisbane and then stunned Maria Sharapova at the
Australian Open to reach her first Grand
Slam tournament quarterfinal.
Two months later, she made it

Born: 9/9/87, Tuzla, Bosnia
Residence: Darmstadt, Germany
Height: 5'11" Weight: 152 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

to the semifinals in Miami by
upsetting world No. 1 Caroline
Wozniacki and defeating former

Nicolas Asfouri/Getty Images

No. 1 Jelena Jankovic the following day.
Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

6-4

Roland Garros

6-3

QF 2R -

-

2R

Wimbledon

2-2

3R 1R -

-

-

US Open

4-3

QF 2R 2R 1R -

4R 1R -

2R
2011 US OPEN

199
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Viktor Troicki

V

iktor Troicki has gone from being a borderline Top 30 player to pushing the
envelope for the Top 10. After losing to childhood friend Novak Djokovic in a
hard-fought, five-set first-round match at last year’s US Open, he went on a

tear and compiled a 35-17 record through this year’s French Open. He won his first
singles crown last fall in Moscow, advanced to the final at Sydney in January and
the semifinals in Rotterdam in February, and reached the second week at a Grand

Slam event for the first time at Roland
Garros. Troicki’s career highlight
came last December, however,

Born: 2/10/86, Belgrade, Serbia
Residence: Belgrade, Serbia
Height: 6'4" Weight: 189 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

when he played the fifth and
decisive match against France
in the Davis Cup final and
clinched the title for his native Serbia.

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

4-4

3R 2R 2R 1R

Roland Garros

6-4

4R 3R 2R 1R

Wimbledon

5-4

2R 2R 3R 2R

US Open

3-3

1R 2R 3R

Alex Livesey/Getty Images

Grand Slam Record

Agnieszka Radwanska

A

gnieszka Radwanska has been a consistent Top 10 player ever since she
reached her first Wimbledon quarterfinal three years ago. Although she
began this summer without a singles title since Eastbourne in 2008, she has

enjoyed strong results throughout 2011. She was a quarterfinalist at the Australian
Open, as well as in Dubai and Miami, and made the semifinals at Stuttgart. A twotime junior Grand Slam tournament singles champion, she is looking to make a
major breakthrough here in New York,
where she reached the round of
16 in 2007 and 2008. To do so,

Born: 3/6/89, Krakow, Poland
Residence: Krakow, Poland
Height: 5'8" Weight: 123 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

she will likely rely on her
mastery of spins and angles,
a style that distinguishes her

Julian Finney/Getty Images

from her baseline-bashing peers.
Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

11-5

QF 3R 1R QF 2R -

Roland Garros

10-5

4R 2R 4R 4R 1R -

Wimbledon

17-6

2R 4R QF QF 3R 4R

US Open

9-5

2R 2R 4R 4R 2R

Ad Template_Layout 1 7/22/11 4:37 PM Page 1
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Stanislas Wawrinka

N

ow entering the prime of his career, Stanislas Wawrinka achieved career-best
results at this year’s Australian Open and Roland Garros before falling to
fellow Swiss Roger Federer at both events. Wawrinka, who captured the 2008

Olympics men’s doubles gold medal with Federer, opened 2011 by winning Chennai,
marking the third singles title of his career. He then advanced to the Australian
Open quarterfinals for the first time and had only one more loss than Federer this
season when they met in the round of 16
at Roland Garros. At last year’s
US Open, Wawrinka reached
his initial Grand Slam tournament Final 8. A strong

Born: 3/28/85, Lausanne, Switzerland
Residence: St. Barthelemy, Switzerland
Height: 6'0" Weight: 174 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

second half could return him to

Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open
Roland Garros
Wimbledon
US Open

12-6
13-7
9-7
14-6

3R
2R
1R
4R

2R
1R
3R
3R

3R
1R
3R

Samantha Stosur

B

y finishing in the Top 10 last year, Samantha Stosur became the first
Australian-born woman to accomplish that feat since 1984. She climbed to
No. 4 this February, shortly after a season in which she reached her first

major singles final at Roland Garros, was a US Open quarterfinalist for the first

time and won her second career singles title. This spring, Stosur was a semifinalist
at Stuttgart, where she also captured the doubles title, and three weeks later defeated
Francesca Schiavone and Li Na back-toback to reach the final at Rome. A
former world No. 1 in doubles

Born: 3/30/84, Brisbane, Australia
Residence: Gold Coast, Australia
Height: 5'73⁄4" Weight: 143 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

who possesses one of the best
serves in the women’s game,
Stosur won the US Open doubles
title (with Lisa Raymond) in 2005.

Stan Honda/Getty Images

QF 3R 3R 2R
4R 4R 3R 3R
2R 1R 4R 4R
QF 1R 4R

Dibyangshu Sarkar/Getty Images

the Top 10, where he first landed in 2008.

Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

14-9

3R 4R 3R -

Roland Garros

17-8

2R F

Wimbledon

5-9

1R 1R 3R 2R 2R 2R 1R 1R 1R -

US Open

6-7

QF 2R 1R 1R 1R 1R 2R -

2R 4R 1R 2R 3R 1R

SF 2R 3R 1R 2R 1R -

-

2011 US OPEN

203
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Jurgen Melzer

J

urgen Melzer is the oldest player in the Open Era to enter the Top 10, reaching
the milestone at age 29 years, 8 months, shortly after advancing to the round
of 16 at this year’s Australian Open. That result marked his fourth consecutive

career-best effort in Grand Slam tournament singles, beginning with his charge to
last year’s Roland Garros semifinals. Already an elite doubles player who won 2010
Wimbledon, Melzer is the first men’s player in 10 years to be in the Top 10 in both
singles and doubles. This April, he earned
another distinction: by upsetting
Roger Federer at Monte Carlo,

Born: 5/22/81, Vienna, Austria
Residence: Vienna, Austria
Height: 6'0" Weight: 178 lbs.
Plays: Left-handed

he became the only player to
register wins over Federer,
Novak Djokovic and Rafael

Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

10-9

3R 1R 3R 2R 2R 1R 3R 3R 1R -

-

-

Roland Garros

14-9

2R SF 3R 3R 2R 1R 3R 2R 1R -

-

-

Wimbledon

13-10

4R 4R 3R 3R -

US Open

11-9

4R 2R 3R 2R 1R 1R 3R 2R 2R -

1R
-

Jelena Jankovic

F

ormer world No. 1 and 2008 US Open finalist Jelena Jankovic is among the
most consistent baseliners in women’s tennis. She runs down nearly everything
and seldom makes unforced errors. A measure of her excellence is that she

ranked in the Top 10 for 222 consecutive weeks from February 2007 to June 2011,
dropping out only when she lost in the round of 16 at Roland Garros. Still, Jankovic
opened this year with a record that would be the envy of many. She was at least a

semifinalist in four of her six events after
the Australian Open, including
runner-up at Monterrey. The

Born: 2/28/85, Belgrade, Serbia
Residence: Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Height: 5'91⁄2" Weight: 130 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

two exceptions were Miami,
where she was a quarterfinalist, and Indian Wells, where she
was defending champion.

Clive Brunskill/Getty Images

1R 3R 1R 2R 1R -

Matthew Stockman/Getty Images

Nadal over the past 12 months.

Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

18-9

2R 3R 4R SF 4R 2R 2R 2R 2R

Roland Garros

23-8

4R SF 4R SF SF 3R 1R 1R -

Wimbledon

16-8

1R 4R 3R 4R 4R 4R 3R 1R -

US Open

21-7

3R 2R F

QF SF 3R 2R -
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Sam Querrey

S

am Querrey reached a career-best ranking of No. 17 in the world the week

after this year’s Australian Open. Two weeks later, he was a quarterfinalist
at Memphis, and one month after that, he recorded his first Top 10 victory

since July 2010, defeating then-No. 9 Fernando Verdasco at the ATP Masters
1000 event in Indian Wells. Querrey was sidelined by bone chips in his right
elbow two weeks before Wimbledon, but that, oddly, could be a harbinger of

success. Querrey’s 2009 season ended
abruptly when he cut his right
arm on a glass table at a

Born: 10/7/87, San Francisco, California
Residence: Las Vegas, Nevada
Height: 6'6" Weight: 200 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

tournament. He came back
in 2010 and had a super year,
winning four titles, one each on

hard court, clay, grass and indoors.
Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

4-5

1R 1R 1R 3R 3R -

Roland Garros

1-5

2R 1R 1R 1R 1R -

Wimbledon

3-4

-

US Open

9-5

Alex Livesey/Getty Images

Grand Slam Record

4R 2R 1R 1R 4R 3R 4R 1R 2R

Yanina Wickmayer

H

aving reached the US Open semifinals in 2009 and the round of 16 last year,
Yanina Wickmayer surely seems at home on New York’s hard courts. She is
almost certain to be Belgium’s next great women’s player, following in the

footsteps of US Open champions Kim Clijsters and Justine Henin. Indeed, the
2011 season began as a showcase for the hard-hitting—almost go-for-broke—
game that took Wickmayer to the cusp of the Top 10 a year ago. She was runner-up
at Auckland in January, and two months
later reached the Indian Wells
semifinals. By the start of the

Born: 10/20/89, Lier, Belgium
Residence: Monte Carlo, Monaco
Height: 6'0" Weight: 150 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

summer, she had been a
quarterfinalist in four other
tournaments: Paris, Charleston,

Phil Walter/Getty Images

Brussels, and ’s-Hertogenbosch.
Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

4-3

2R 4R 1R -

Roland Garros

5-4

3R 3R 2R 1R

Wimbledon

5-4

4R 3R 1R 1R

US Open

8-3

4R SF 1R
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John Isner

S

ummer could hardly have begun better for John Isner. He won the second

singles title of his career at the Hall of Fame Championships in Newport—
the first top seed in 35 years to win that event. The following week, he

advanced to the final of the Atlanta Tennis Championships for the second year
in a row. With almost as strong a start to his summer in 2009, Isner arrived at
the US Open and upset then-No. 5 Andy Roddick to reach the round of 16 in a

Grand Slam event for the first time.
Isner is among those whom no
one wants to see in his sec-

Born: 4/26/85, Greensboro,
North Carolina
Residence: Tampa, Florida
Height: 6'9" Weight: 245 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

tion of the US Open draw
because of his serve, which
thunders down from the heavens
and can bounce nearly as high.

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

5-4

3R 4R 1R 1R -

Roland Garros

2-3

1R 3R -

1R -

Wimbledon

2-3

2R 2R -

1R -

US Open

7-4

Thomas Coex/Getty Images

Grand Slam Record

3R 4R 1R 3R

Bethanie Mattek-Sands

K

nown to shock with her fashion, Bethanie Mattek-Sands has done likewise
to opponents this year with her play. In January, Mattek-Sands was runnerup at Hobart, her first WTA final outside North America. Two weeks after

the Australian Open, she was a semifinalist at the Paris Indoors, losing to ensuing
champion Petra Kvitova. On clay at Madrid, Mattek-Sands upset former Roland
Garros titlists Ana Ivanovic and Francesca Schiavone before falling in the quarterfinals to eventual French Open winner Li
Na. Mattek-Sands’ victory over
then-No. 4 Schiavone was her

Born: 3/23/85, Rochester, Minnesota
Residence: Phoenix, Arizona
Height: 5'6" Weight: 145 lbs.
Plays: Right-handed

first Top 10 triumph since
June 2008. It was no surprise,
then, to see Mattek-Sands rise

Paul Kane/Getty Images

to a career-best No. 30 in mid-July.
Grand Slam Record

Career 11 10 09 08 07 06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99 98 97

Australian Open

0-1

1R

Roland Garros

4-5

3R 2R 1R 2R -

Wimbledon

4-6

1R 1R 1R 4R 2R 1R

US Open

4-10

1R

2R 2R 2R 2R 1R 1R 1R 1R 1R 1R
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U.S. MEN

James
Blake

Ryan
Sweeting

Born: 12/28/79, Yonkers, New York
Residence: Tampa, Florida
Ht: 6'1" Wt: 183 lbs. Plays: Right-handed

Born: 7/14/87, Nassau, Bahamas
Residence: Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Ht: 6'5" Wt: 184 lbs. Plays: Right-handed

Born: 4/23/83, Moscow, Russia
Residence: Miami, Florida
Ht: 5'10" Wt: 170 lbs. Plays: Right-handed

Highest ATP World Tour Ranking: No. 65 (2011)
Tour Singles Titles/Finals: 1/1
Australian Open (best result): 2R (2011)
Roland Garros (best result): 1R
Wimbledon (best result): 2R (2011)
US Open (best result): 2R (2006)

Career Highlights
Matthew Stokman/Getty Images

Career Highlights

Julian Finney/Getty Images

Ezra Shaw/Getty Images

Career Highlights
Highest ATP World Tour Ranking: No. 4 (2006)
Tour Singles Titles/Finals: 10/14
Australian Open (best result): QF (2008)
Roland Garros (best result): 3R (2006)
Wimbledon (best result): 3R (2006, 2007)
US Open (best result): QF (2005, 2006)
U.S. Davis Cup Team Member: 2001-03, 2005-09

Alex
Bogomolov Jr.
Highest ATP World Tour Ranking: No. 56 (2011)
Tour Singles Titles/Finals: 0/0
Australian Open (best result): 2R (2006)
Roland Garros (best result): 1R
Wimbledon (best result): 3R (2011)
US Open (best result): 1R

U.S. WOMEN

Christina
McHale

Vania
King

Born: 5/11/92, Teaneck, New Jersey
Residence: Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey
Ht: 5'7" Wt: 127 lbs. Plays: Right-handed

Born: 2/3/89, Monterey Park, California
Residence: Boynton Beach, Florida
Ht: 5'5" Wt: 128 lbs. Plays: Right-handed

Born: 5/21/86, Tashkent, Uzbekistan
Residence: Allentown, Pennsylvania
Ht: 5'11" Wt: 159 lbs. Plays: Left-handed

Highest WTA Ranking: No. 50 (2006)
Tour Singles Titles/Finals: 1/1
Australian Open (best result): 2R (2010, 2011)
Roland Garros (best result): 3R (2011)
Wimbledon (best result): 2R (2006, 2009)
US Open (best result): 3R (2009)
U.S. Fed Cup Team Member: 2006-09, 2011

Career Highlights

Oli Scarff/Getty Images

Career Highlights
Matthew Stockman/Getty Images

Glyn Kirk/Getty Images

Career Highlights
Highest WTA Entry Ranking: No. 65 (2011)
Tour Singles Titles/Finals: 0/0
Australian Open (best result): 1R
Roland Garros (best result): 1R
Wimbledon (best result): 2R (2011)
US Open (best result): 2R (2009)
U.S. Fed Cup Team Member: 2010-11

Varvara
Lepchenko
Highest WTA Ranking: No. 74 (2010)
Tour Singles Titles/Finals: 0/0
Australian Open (best result): 1R
Roland Garros (best result): 2R (2010, 2011)
Wimbledon (best result): 2R (2010)
US Open (best result): 2R (2006)
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U.S. MEN

Michael
Russell

Donald
Young

Born: 5/1/78, Detroit, Michigan
Residence: Houston, Texas
Ht: 5'8" Wt: 155 lbs. Plays: Right-handed

Born: 7/23/89, Chicago, Illinois
Residence: Atlanta, Georgia
Ht: 6'0" Wt: 160 lbs. Plays: Left-handed

Born: 5/7/92, Shreveport, Louisiana
Residence: Bradenton, Florida
Ht: 6'0" Wt: 160 lbs. Plays: Right-handed

Highest ATP World Tour Ranking: No. 73 (2008)
Tour Singles Titles/Finals: 0/0
Australian Open (best result): 2R (2010)
Roland Garros (best result): 1R
Wimbledon (best result): 1R
US Open (best result): 3R (2007)

Career Highlights
Carl De Souza/AFP/Getty Images

Career Highlights

Ezra Shaw/Getty Images

Clive Brunskill/Getty Images

Career Highlights
Highest ATP World Tour Ranking: No. 60 (2007)
Tour Singles Titles/Finals: 0/0
Australian Open (best result): 2R (2008, 2011)
Roland Garros (best result): 4R (2001)
Wimbledon (best result): 2R (2010)
US Open (best result): 1R

Ryan
Harrison
Highest ATP World Tour Ranking: No. 82 (2011)
Tour Singles Titles/Finals: 0/0
Australian Open (best result): 1R
Roland Garros (best result): 1R
Wimbledon (best result): 2R (2011)
US Open (best result): 2R (2010)
U.S. Davis Cup Team Member: 2010

U.S. WOMEN

Melanie
Oudin

Coco
Vandeweghe

Born: 9/23/91, Marietta, Georgia
Residence: Marietta, Georgia
Ht: 5'6" Wt: 130 lbs. Plays: Right-handed

Born: 12/6/91, New York, New York
Residence: Rancho Santa Fe, California
Ht: 6'1" Wt: 155 lbs. Plays: Right-handed

Born: 5/4/90, Portoviejo, Ecuador
Residence: Atlanta, Georgia
Ht: 5'4" Wt: 135 lbs. Plays: Right-handed

Highest WTA Ranking: No. 89 (2011)
Tour Singles Titles/Finals: 0/0
Australian Open (best result): 1R
Roland Garros (best result): 1R
Wimbledon (best result): 1R
US Open (best result): 1R
U.S. Fed Cup Team Member: 2010

Career Highlights

Keld Navntoft/Getty Images

Career Highlights

Ezra Shaw/Getty Images

Thomas Niedermueller/Getty Images

Career Highlights
Highest WTA Ranking: No. 31 (2010)
Tour Singles Titles/Finals: 0/0
Australian Open (best result): 1R
Roland Garros (best result): 1R
Wimbledon (best result): 4R (2009)
US Open (best result): QF (2009)
U.S. Fed Cup Team Member: 2009-11

Irina
Falconi
Highest WTA Ranking: No. 81 (2011)
Tour Singles Titles/Finals: 0/0
Australian Open (best result): 1R
Roland Garros (best result): 1R
Wimbledon (best result): 1R
US Open (best result): 1R
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Bob Bryan / Mike Bryan
Twins Bob (left) and Mike Bryan, the defending US Open champions, have won at least
one Grand Slam event a year for the last seven years, including this season’s Australian
Open and Wimbledon. Their 11 titles place them in a tie for most Grand Slam tournament doubles crowns in the Open Era—only one behind the all-time record. Last year,
the Bryans set the record for most overall team titles, a mark that stood at 73 as of Aug. 1.
Chris McGrath/Getty Images

Grand Slam Career Highlights

• 2006, ’07, ’09-11 Australian Open champions
• 2003 Roland Garros champions
• 2006, ’11 Wimbledon champions
• 2005, ’08, ’10 US Open champions

• 2004-05 Australian Open finalists
• 2005-06 Roland Garros finalists
• 2005, ’07, ’09 Wimbledon finalists
• 2003 US Open finalists

Max Mirnyi / Daniel Nestor
The first-year tandem of Max Mirnyi (right) and Daniel Nestor, both former men’s
doubles No. 1s, has a limited history together. They won their first title at Memphis in
February and captured their first Grand Slam tournament championship at Roland
Garros in June. But across their full careers, the tour veterans have a combined 12
major championships, 100 regular tour crowns, plus five mixed doubles titles.
Clive Brunskill/Getty Images

Grand Slam Career Highlights

• 2011 Roland Garros champions
• 2011 Australian Open semifinalists
• 2011 Wimbledon second round

Michael Llodra / Nenad Zimonjic
Within seven weeks of playing against one another in the doubles match of the 2010 Davis
Cup final, Frenchman Michael Llodra (right) and Serbia’s Nenad Zimonjic launched a
partnership that has produced the world’s No. 3 team. The crafty Llodra and powerful
Zimonjic were still seeking their first championship as of Aug. 1, but with two finals this
year and six Grand Slam tournament crowns between them, a title is only a matter of time.
Michael Regan/Getty Images

Grand Slam Career Highlights

• 2011 Australian Open quarterfinalists
• 2011 Roland Garros semifinalists
• 2011 Wimbledon semifinalists

Mahesh Bhupathi / Leander Paes

Grand Slam Career Highlights

• 1999, 2001 Roland Garros champions
• 1999 Wimbledon champions
• 1999, 2011 Australian Open finalists

• 1999 US Open finalists

Matthew Stockman/Getty Images

Amid various new doubles pairings on the ATP World Tour in 2011, Mahesh Bhupathi
(left) and Leander Paes opted for the old, committing to a steady partnership for the first
time since 2002, excluding when they have represented India in events such as Davis Cup
and the Olympics. Immediately, they rediscovered the magic that had brought them 23
titles, winning two of their first five tournaments and reaching the Australian Open final.
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Kveta Peschke / Katarina Srebotnik
Kveta Peschke (left) and Katarina Srebotnik have long been gifted doubles players. When
their partnership began in February 2010, Peschke had won 14 titles, Srebotnik 21. Then,
within their first 17 months as a team, they collected six championships, including this
year’s Wimbledon, the first Grand Slam tournament women’s doubles crown for both
players. Subsequently, the Czech-Slovenian combo became No. 1 in the world.
Clive Brunskill/Getty Images

Grand Slam Career Highlights

• 2011 Wimbledon champions
• 2010 Roland Garros finalists
• 2011 Australian Open semifinalists

• 2011 Roland Garros quarterfinalists
• 2010 Wimbledon quarterfinalists

Gisela Dulko / Flavia Pennetta
The winningest women’s doubles tandem of 2010, Gisela Dulko of Argentina (right)
and Flavia Pennetta of Italy moved to No. 1 and No. 2, respectively, after capturing the
year-end WTA Championship—their seventh title of the season. Dulko and Pennetta
then began 2011 by taking the Australian Open crown, their first major. Dulko strained
her left groin in June, but if healthy, this pair should contend for the US Open title.

• 2010 Roland Garros quarterfinalists
• 2010 US Open quarterfinalists

Mark Kolbe/Getty Images

Grand Slam Career Highlights

• 2011 Australian Open champions
• 2010 Wimbledon semifinalists
• 2010 Australian Open quarterfinalists

Vania King / Yaroslava Shvedova
California native Vania King (right) and Yaroslava Shvedova, a Moscow-born Kazakh,
won Wimbledon last summer in their third outing as a team, and then, as if to prove that
wasn’t a fluke, they captured the US Open. Injury kept Shvedova out of the Australian
Open this year, but at Roland Garros, the duo extended their Grand Slam winning streak
to 16 matches, third-best for a new team in the last 30 years, before bowing in the semis.

Getty Images for USTA

Grand Slam Career Highlights

• 2010 US Open champions
• 2010 Wimbledon champions
• 2011 Roland Garros semifinalists

Liezel Huber / Lisa Raymond
Americans Liezel Huber (right) and Lisa Raymond played their first WTA doubles
matches 18 years ago and 21 years ago, respectively. During that time, they faced off
against one another 33 times, including in the 2008 US Open final. But it wasn’t until this
past April in Charleston that they ever partnered. With nine Grand Slam tournament
titles and 264 weeks at No. 1 between them, major success together seems inevitable.

• 2011 Roland Garros semifinalists
• 2011 Wimbledon quarterfinalists

Matthew Lewis/Getty Images

Grand Slam Career Highlights
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US OPEN WHEELCHAIR COMPETITION
MEN’S DIVISION

USTA

QUAD DIVISION

David Wagner
Born: 3/4/74, Fullerton, California
Residence: Hillsboro, Oregon
Plays: Right-handed
Began Playing: Age 25
Career Record: Singles: 446–72 / Doubles: 298–49
2011 Ranking: Singles: 2 / Doubles: 1
2011 Record: Singles: 36–3 / Doubles: 30–1

Shingo Kunieda

Stephen Welch

Born: 2/21/84, Tokyo, Japan
Residence: Chiba, Japan
Plays: Right-handed

Born: 7/28/72, Fort Worth, Texas
Residence: Arlington, Texas
Plays: Right-handed

USTA

USTA

Began Playing: Age 11
Career Record: Singles: 327–49 / Doubles: 245–52
2011 Ranking: Singles: 1 / Doubles: 4
2011 Record: Singles: 26–1 / Doubles: 15–6
2010 US Open Result:
Singles – Champion / Doubles – Semifinalist

Jeremiah Yolkut/USTA

2010 US Open Result:
Singles – Champion / Doubles – Champion

Began Playing: Age 16
Career Record: Singles: 653–149 / Doubles: 396–98
2011 Ranking: Singles: 23 / Doubles: 22
2011 Record: Singles: 24–6 / Doubles: 15–4
2010 US Open Result:
Singles – Did not play / Doubles – Did not play

Peter Norfolk
WOMEN’S DIVISION

Born: 12/13/60, London, Great Britain
Residence: Hampshire, Great Britain
Plays: Right-handed
Began Playing: Age 30
Career Record: Singles: 235–28 / Doubles: 111–53
2011 Ranking: Singles: 1 / Doubles: 3
2011 Record: Singles: 19–3 / Doubles: 9–4

USTA

2010 US Open Result:
Singles – Runner-up / Doubles – Runner-up

Nick Taylor

Esther Vergeer

Daniela di Toro

Born: 11/12/79, Wichita, Kansas
Residence: Wichita, Kansas
Plays: Left-handed

Born: 7/18/81, Woerden, Netherlands
Residence: Woerden, Netherlands
Plays: Right-handed

Born: 10/16/74, Melbourne, Australia
Residence: Victoria, Australia
Plays: Right-handed
Began Playing: Age 14
Career Record: Singles: 382–109 / Doubles: 256–74
2011 Ranking: Singles: 3 / Doubles: 13
2011 Record: Singles: 13–4 / Doubles: 1–2

2010 US Open Result:
Singles – 4th place / Doubles – Champion

2010 US Open Result:
Singles – Champion / Doubles – Champion

2010 US Open Result:
Singles – Runner-up / Doubles – Runner-up

USTA

Began Playing: Age 12
Career Record: Singles: 644–25 / Doubles: 420–32
2011 Ranking: Singles: 1 / Doubles: 3
2011 Record: Singles: 21–0 / Doubles: 10–1
USTA

Began Playing: Age 14
Career Record: Singles: 243–144 / Doubles: 237–48
2011 Ranking: Singles: 6 / Doubles: 2
2011 Record: Singles: 18-9 / Doubles: 19–1

Rankings and Records as August 7, 2011
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Ryan Harrison is one of the up-and-coming American
players who has used the USTA Pro Circuit to prepare
for success on the major pro tours.

KORBA_USTA_Circuit.7_••2004 US OPEN TEMPLATE 8/1/11 3:04 PM Page 3
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O

ver the past year, Ryan Harrison
has established himself as one
of the breakout stars in tennis,
and he continues to climb the
rankings. The young American
made a splash at last year’s US Open, qualifying for the main draw and then knocking off
No. 15 seed Ivan Ljubicic in the first round. In
the second round, he stretched Top 40 player
Sergiy Stakhovsky to a thrilling fifth-set tiebreaker that put Harrison on the map as a
player to watch in the years to come.
But rather than accepting wild cards or taking a break from a long year of play, Harrison,
19, of Bradenton, Fla., returned to competition
on the USTA Pro Circuit to earn his way up the
rankings. Since the 2010 US Open, Harrison
has reached the quarterfinals or better at five
USTA Pro Circuit Challengers, including a
runner-up showing at the Challenger in
Tiburon, Calif., immediately following last
year’s US Open and his first Challenger title
earlier this year in Honolulu.
“As a young player, I am still developing my
game and working on a lot of things,” Harrison
says. “It is really important to put these
changes into practice in match situations.
Playing in Futures and Challengers on the
USTA Pro Circuit is not only a great way to do
this, but also a great way to build confidence as
well as your ranking. The events may not be as
glamorous as the Grand Slams, but they teach
you how to compete at a consistent, high level,
which is so important.”
Since 1979, many of the best young players
in the United States and beyond, like Harrison,
have risen to greater heights by launching their
careers on the USTA Pro Circuit. The largest
professional developmental tennis circuit in
the world, the USTA Pro Circuit hosts approximately 90 events each year at public facilities
and clubs nationwide, giving local fans a
chance to see some of the top tennis players
in the world playing in their own backyard.
Tournaments range from $10,000 events to
$100,000 events, with nearly $2.8 million in
prize money awarded annually.
The USTA Pro Circuit is similar to the ATP
World Tour and WTA, with a season running
from January to November and tournaments
taking place each week. That format provides
players with the proper preparation to transition to the game’s highest levels and the
opportunity to accumulate the ranking points

Breaking
Through
The USTA Pro Circuit serves as a building block
for players to develop their games
and make it in the professional ranks—and many
are starting to see their hard work pay off.
BY AMANDA KORBA

needed to gain entry into the main draw of
tour and Grand Slam events. It also spares upand-comers the costly expenses of traveling
the world.
Harrison started his career as a junior
standout, and in 2008, he became the thirdyoungest player since 1990 to win a main-draw
ATP match (bested only by Rafael Nadal and
Richard Gasquet). He
then moved on to the
USTA Pro Circuit, where
his results boosted his
ranking and prepared him for Grand Slam
competition. This year, Harrison qualified for
the Australian Open, pushed two-time French
Open runner-up Robin Soderling to four sets
at Roland Garros and advanced to the second
round at Wimbledon before falling to Top 10
player David Ferrer in five sets. All that hard
work launched Harrison into the Top 100 as
the 2011 Olympus US Open Series began,
making him one of only two teenagers in the
Top 100 (along with Australia’s Bernard Tomic).
“The USTA Pro Circuit is where all the best
players have to start in order to work their way
to the top,” Harrison says. “It is like a tough
testing ground that makes you stronger and a
better competitor.”
Champions who got their start on the
USTA Pro Circuit include Andre Agassi, Lindsay
Davenport and Pete Sampras, in addition to

current stars Andy Roddick, Andy Murray,
Maria Sharapova and Caroline Wozniacki. In
all, USTA Pro Circuit graduates have combined
for more than 50 Grand Slam tournament singles titles, and 16 USTA Pro Circuit veterans
have risen to No. 1 in the world.
“The USTA Pro Circuit has long been a place
where young pros can mature and develop into
the next generation of
stars,” says Brian Earley,
Director, USTA Pro Circuit. “We’re very proud of
our efforts. And best of all, we continue to grow
the USTA Pro Circuit in a way that will benefit
American tennis for years to come.”
As with Harrison, the USTA Pro Circuit
has helped other young Americans climb the
rankings. Christina McHale, 19, of Englewood
Cliffs, N.J., competed in three USTA Pro Circuit
events in early 2010, advancing to the quarterfinals or better in each tournament. She has
built on those results by excelling on the WTA
tour, earning a spot on the U.S. Fed Cup team
and appearing in the main draw of five of the
past six Grand Slam events. She also entered the
summer as the youngest woman in the Top 100
and the No. 3 American.
Other rising stars in American tennis have
also utilized the USTA Pro Circuit effectively.
Coco Vandeweghe, 19, a two-time USTA Pro
Circuit champion in 2010 and U.S. Fed Cup
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ABOUT THE
• More than 90 tournaments and nearly
$2.8 million in prize money
• Gives American players more competitive
opportunities in the United States, making it
more affordable to earn ranking points
• Serves as a bridge between the USTA junior
championships and the major pro tours
MEN’S TOURNAMENTS
• $10,000 and $15,000 events (“Futures”)
serve as proving grounds for top-ranked
juniors and collegiate players
• $50,000 to $100,000 events (“Challengers”)
span the Futures and the ATP World Tour

Christina McHale

Matthew Stockman/Getty Images

Ryan Sweeting

USTA

Al Bello/Getty Images

WOMEN’S TOURNAMENTS
• $10,000 and $25,000 events for players
looking to establish their rankings and gain
ranking points
• $50,000, $75,000 and $100,000 events are
close in level to that of the WTA

Jack Sock

Lauren Davis

Ezra Shaw/Getty Images

team member, broke into the Top 100 earlier this year after qualifying for the Australian Open
and reaching the quarterfinals of the WTA event in Memphis; 17-year-old Lauren Davis won
two USTA Pro Circuit events in October 2010 and, two months later, won a USTA Playoff to
earn a wild card into the 2011 Australian Open for her maiden appearance in a Grand Slam
event; and Jamie Hampton, 21, climbed an astounding 593 spots in the WTA rankings in
2010 by reaching the singles final at eight USTA Pro Circuit events, with victories at a USTA
Pro Circuit–best four tournaments.
Among the men, Jack Sock, 18, won his first USTA Pro Circuit singles title at the $10,000
Futures in Amelia Island, Fla., in 2009 and went on to win the boys’ singles crown at the 2010
US Open and the 2010 USTA Boys’ 18s National Championships; and Ryan Sweeting, 24,
broke into the Top 70 this year after capturing his first ATP singles title at the U.S. Men’s Clay
Court Championships in Houston. Following Houston, he earned more ranking points by
reaching the semifinals of the $75,000 Challenger in Sarasota, Fla.
This year, the USTA Pro Circuit is providing more opportunities for players to develop
than ever before, by working hand-in-hand with USTA Player Development to mold the next
generation of world-class American tennis players. To that end, the USTA Pro Circuit has
added a total of 15 clay-court events since 2008—primarily at the $10,000 and $25,000 levels
for the women and in the Futures ($10,000 and $15,000) level for the men—to better shape
the all-around games of young players.
“We’re trying to develop well-rounded tennis players who will be able to compete on all
surfaces,” says Patrick McEnroe, General Manager, USTA Player Development. “The USTA
Pro Circuit is designed to be a building block for Top 100 players, and if we’re doing our job
developing players at the Futures level, by the time they are at the $50,000-plus level, they’ll be
adequately prepared to break that Top 100 threshold.”
Also for this year, five tournaments have increased their prize money to $100,000, giving
players more opportunities to earn points, prize money and confidence. The dual men’s and
women’s event in Vancouver is offering equal prize money of $100,000 each for the men and
women for the first time, becoming the USTA Pro Circuit’s inaugural $200,000 event.
Many young Americans are now finding the best results of their careers thanks to their
successes on the USTA Pro Circuit. Each year, more than half the players in the US Open
men’s and women’s draws either have played or are currently competing on the USTA Pro
Circuit. Promising young Americans such as John Isner, Sam Querrey and Melanie Oudin
have all broken through on the hard courts of Flushing Meadows after starting on the local
courts of such places as Lexington, Ky., and Raleigh, N.C.
It would not be surprising if the future of American tennis were playing at the US Open
this year—and those same future stars might be playing in your own backyard at a court
near you. ●
USOpen.org
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ACHIEVEMENT
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In helping American juniors prepare to become
world-class players, USTA Player Development has
become well-schooled in cooperation and collaboration.
BY ANDREW LABOVITZ
Photos by David Kenas for USTA

here is no singular way to create a
world-class tennis player. Across
the spectrum of elite tennis players,
both in past generations and among
the current group of dominating figures, there
are any number of unique stories about how
players rose to prominence. For as much success as the Spanish men have had over the last
decade, many having been trained through
Spain’s tennis federation, the RFET, 10-time
Grand Slam tournament champion Rafael
Nadal has been coached by his Uncle Toni
from the very beginning. Among the top
Americans of the past 25 years, Andre Agassi
and Jim Courier each graduated from Nick
Bollettieri’s academy in Florida, while Venus
and Serena Williams were coached in private by
their father, Richard.
USTA Player Development General Manager
Patrick McEnroe and Director of Coaching
Jose Higueras understand there is no single
method that will automatically breed one success
after another. As such, they have set out to foster
an environment of cooperation and collaboration with the top tennis coaches from across the
United States. The USTA Player Development
program provides this collaborative environment not just through its three national training centers, but through its ever-expanding
network of USTA Certified Regional Training
Centers as well.
“I don’t believe you can necessarily create a
champion, but I think you can create an environment where you’re setting yourself up to
find those champions a little bit more easily,”
McEnroe says. “Our main goal is to try to prepare our young players as best we can to try to
make it into the professional ranks, to have our
kids maximize the game they have.”

To that end, USTA Player Development
now operates three national training centers:
the USTA Training Center – Headquarters in
Boca Raton, Fla., where approximately 25 students live and train full-time throughout the
school year; the USTA Training Center – West
at the Home Depot Center in Carson, Calif.;

and the USTA Training Center – East, located
at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis
Center in Flushing, N.Y.
In addition to the elite junior players who
have been accepted to train at these sites on a
year-round basis, each facility regularly plays
host to any number of additional players who

Above: Gabrielle Andrews (left), 14, and Alexios Halebian, 17, began August as the top-ranked
juniors in the USTA 18s national rankings.
Opposite page: Among the aspiring U.S. junior players to watch are:
FAR LEFT

LEFT

RIGHT

FAR RIGHT

Bjorn Fratangelo, 18
Taylor Townsend, 15
Marcos Giron, 18
Kimberly Yee, 14
Shane Vinsant, 17

Madison Keys, 16
Austin Siegel, 17
Grace Min, 17
Yancy Dennis, 14
Samantha Crawford, 16

Thai-Son Kwiatkowski, 16
Lauren Herring, 18
Nikko Madregallejo, 16
Skylar Morton, 17
Daniel Kerznerman, 15

Yuki Chiang, 16
Mitchell Krueger, 17
Caroline Doyle, 15
Mac Styslinger, 17
Alanna Wolff, 16

2011 US OPEN
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Clockwise from top: Eight players ages 13-14 were invited to participate in a Player Development camp
held in July in conjunction with the Davis Cup quarterfinal between the United States and Spain in
Austin, Texas. Kyle McPhillips, 17, captured this year’s Girls’ 18s Easter Bowl title, while Henrik
Wiersholm, at age 13, became the first American since 2005 to win at Les Petits As in Tarbes, France.

come for days or weeks at a time to train under
the direction of Higueras and the USTA national
coaching staff. Bjorn Fratangelo, who earlier
this year became the first American to win the
French Open boys’ singles title since John
McEnroe in 1977, has often made his way to
the east coast of Florida from his home in
Naples to train in Boca Raton, while New Jersey
native Christina McHale, who entered the
summer as the world’s third-highest–ranked
U.S. woman, spends half her time practicing in
Flushing. Moreover, professionals such as Mardy
Fish and Sam Querrey can often be found training with USTA national coaches in Carson.
USTA Player Development also hosts a
number of camps throughout the year. These
camps, often held for elite players ages 12 to
15, allow kids from across the country to train
under the watchful eyes of the USTA coaching
staff, an opportunity that many of these kids
would not otherwise enjoy. One such camp
was held this summer in Austin, Texas, as eight
juniors ages 13 to 14 were invited to a camp
held in conjunction with the Davis Cup quarterfinal tie between the United States and Spain.
“The Davis Cup camps provide unique settings for our player development camps,” says
226

2011 US OPEN

Patrick McEnroe. “Not only do the players
improve their games by working with USTA
national coaches, but they are afforded the rare
chance to observe the best American professionals as they prepare for such an important
event in Davis Cup. It’s truly a positive learning
experience and hopefully will help them
become the best players that they can be.”
Aside from the ongoing programming at
the USTA’s national training centers, the chief
example of McEnroe’s insistence on cooperation and collaboration comes through the
USTA Certified Regional Training Center
(RTC) Program. The program was designed to
expand the reach of USTA Player Development by partnering with academies, clubs and
tennis centers that have a proven record of
identifying and developing tennis players. The
RTC program enhances the training and
development of junior players in their respective areas of the country, and USTA Player
Development uses these partnerships as a
vehicle to educate and collaborate with top
junior coaches across the country.
In December 2008, the USTA reached
agreements with the Racquet Club of the
South in Norcross, Ga.—where 2009 US Open

quarterfinalist Melanie Oudin honed her skills
—and the Junior Tennis Champions Center in
College Park, Md.—the training ground of
young talents Beatrice Capra and Denis Kudla
—to become the first two RTCs. The program
has since expanded, and earlier this year, USTA
Player Development designated eight new
facilities and programs as RTCs, bringing the
total number of RTCs to 20, covering 12 of the
17 USTA sections across the country.
“One of USTA Player Development’s goals is
to reach as many of this country’s top coaches
and junior players as possible in a collaborative
environment,” says Martin Blackman, Senior
Director, Talent Identification and Development, USTA Player Development, who runs
the USTA’s RTC program, “and these new
USTA Certified Regional Training Centers will
help us continue to expand that outreach.”
USTA Player Development’s practice of
collaboration extends not just to private
coaches and academies, but to collegiate
coaches and teams as well. McEnroe has
become more adamant in recent years that all
but the very cream of the junior crop should
attend college, and more elite players each
year are choosing that route. That list includes
Capra, who, after advancing to the third round
at the 2010 US Open, opted to attend Duke
University this fall, and newly crowned NCAA
singles champion Steve Johnson, who also
helped lead the USC Trojans to three consecutive NCAA team titles.
Through the USTA Summer Collegiate
Team, which was established in 1996, USTA
Player Development works with the top
American collegians to provide them with
valuable exposure to the USTA Pro Circuit in a
team-oriented environment. In addition to the
players named to the team, USTA Player
Development also tabs four collegiate coaches
for the team to work with the USTA coaching
staff during training camps and to travel to the
Pro Circuit events with the players.
There may not be one true method to create a world-class tennis player, but through its
programming at its three USTA national
training centers, its network of USTA Certified
Regional Training Centers and its increased
focus on collegiate competition, USTA Player
Development is intent on working with players
and coaches from across the country with the
hope of cultivating the next generation of
American world-class players. ●
USOpen.org
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The Best Is
Yet to Come
Davis Cup Captain Jim Courier
has a very pragmatic view of
Davis Cup competition. He does
not posit each tie as a battle of good versus evil,
approach it with an “us against the world”
mentality or overstate what needs to be done to
achieve success. Quite simply, he says, his job is
to put together the team most capable of winning three matches before the opposition.
In this, the United States may be uniquely
positioned for success in the years to come.
While a victory over, say, Spain on clay may be
a tall mountain to climb in the near future, the
U.S. in recent years has built a deep and versatile squad, blending youth and experience—
with room to grow as the competition unfolds.
“When picking a team, there are a lot of
things to consider,” Courier says, “but I think it’s
pretty self-evident: You pick the guys who are in
form and healthy, and the guys who give you
the best chance to win based on the matchups.
The subtlety is in the matchups, but basically
you pick the guys who give you the best chance
to win. Our job is to put the best team on the
floor and enable them to play their best.”
The United States’ 2011 campaign, Courier’s
first at the helm, met with mixed success. The
team traveled to Chile and won a match away
on clay—long a bugaboo of the American
squad—but dropped a tight 3-1 decision to
Spain at home, with Mardy Fish losing a pair
of heart-stopping matches, a five-setter to
Feliciano Lopez that ended 8-6 in the final set
and a 7-5, 7-6(3), 5-7, 7-6(5) decision to world
No. 6 David Ferrer that registered, at more
than four hours, as the longest four-set match
in U.S. Davis Cup history. A victory in either

Photos by Ron Angle for USTA

U.S.

USOpen.org

Despite a loss to Spain in the 2011 quarterfinals,
the U.S. Davis Cup team has built
a deep, versatile squad that is poised for
success in the years ahead.
BY E.J. CRAWFORD

The U.S. Davis Cup team for the World Group quarterfinal tie in Austin, Texas, featured (left to right) Bob Bryan,
Mike Bryan, Andy Roddick, Mardy Fish and captain Jim Courier.

match would have set up Andy Roddick to do
what he does best—close out a Davis Cup tie,
in front of his hometown crowd in Austin,
Texas, no less. In his career, Roddick is 12-0 in
tie-clinching situations, the best mark in U.S.
Davis Cup history, and he owned a 7-1 career
record against Lopez, his likely opponent,
heading into the match.
“I had a lot of chances out there,” Fish said
after the loss to Ferrer. “You take advantage of

some of those break points—not even all of
them—and I could win that match in straight
sets. But that’s not how it works. … The crowd
was incredible. I badly wanted to get to the
point where we could get Andy out there playing in front of them as well in the fifth match.”
For the most of the 2000s, the United States
relied on a strict four-man team of Roddick,
James Blake and the dynamic doubles duo of
Bob and Mike Bryan. Those four at one point
2011 US OPEN
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U.S. Looks to Regain Its Footing in 2012

T

he U.S. Fed Cup team entered 2011 fresh off back-to-back appearances in the Fed Cup final in 2009 and 2010, but also with a young
squad and an unforgiving schedule. The result leaves the United

States in uncharted territory—looking to regain its place in the World Group
for the first time ever in 2012 but with a hope for the future.
The U.S. team began its 2011 campaign with a tough quarterfinal assignment of facing Belgium in Antwerp. An underdog role was nothing new for
U.S. captain Mary Joe Fernandez’s team, as Bethanie Mattek-Sands, Melanie

Oudin, Liezel Huber and Vania King knew they would play that role against a
formidable Belgian team featuring both reigning US Open and Australian
Open champion Kim Clijsters and Top 20 player Yanina Wickmayer.
But unlike the previous two years, when the United States pulled out a
series of nail-biters to advance, there would be no magic against Belgium.
losses to Wickmayer and Clijsters. Huber and King combined to give the
U.S. team its only point of the tie with a 6-3, 7-5 win over Kirsten Flipkens and
An-Sophie Mestach in the doubles rubber.
With the opening-round loss, the United States was forced into a World

Ron Angle for USTA

The U.S. fell, 4-1, despite strong performances by Mattek-Sands in close

Against Spain this year, Mardy Fish played the longest four-set
match in U.S. Davis Cup history.

Group Play-off in April, drawing another tough opponent in Germany with rising
stars Andrea Petkovic and Julia Goerges, and forced to play another away
tie, this time in Stuttgart on red clay. Oudin, Huber, King and Christina McHale
competed for the U.S. as Mattek-Sands was forced out with an injury. The

Paul Zimmer

young U.S. team, featuring McHale and Oudin in singles, fought hard, but
behind two singles victories from
Petkovic, Germany prevailed to
move into the 2012 World Group.
With the loss, the U.S. Fed
Cup team now competes in
World Group II for 2012 for the
first time since the home/away
format was adopted in 1995.
To return to the World Group in
2013, Fernandez and her squad
will need to win their first-round
Christina McHale

tie against Belarus in February
and then a play-off in April. They
will go into next year, however,
buoyed by the experience gained

by King, McHale, Oudin and 2010 Fed Cup participant Coco Vandeweghe, all
of whom are 22 or younger, and with veterans Mattek-Sands, Huber and
perhaps even the Williams sisters still on call to compete.
“It is tough; it is the first time the U.S. is out of the World Group, but at the
same time this young team was in the Fed Cup final the past two years,”
Fernandez says of the team’s recent success. “It makes you appreciate that
kind of success and makes you realize there is still a lot of work to be done.
We have a home tie [in February], which is nice. It is back to trying our best
and hopefuly getting back into the World Group.”
– Erin Bruehl

played 10 consecutive ties together—seven more
than any other Davis Cup foursome in U.S. history
—and in 2007 produced the country’s 32nd Davis
Cup championship, the best of any nation. But
their streak ended in September 2008, forcing the
United States to reshape its team on the fly.
Roddick remains the linchpin of the current
U.S. squad—he went 2-0 and clinched the team’s
victory over Chile with his 33rd singles victory in
Davis Cup play, second among Americans only to
John McEnroe’s 41—but there are now reinforcements on the horizon. At 29, Fish has played the
best tennis of his life in 2011, achieving the highest
ranking of his career and surpassing Roddick as
the No. 1 American in the world rankings. Moreover, Sam Querrey and John Isner are entering
their primes and have established themselves as
legitimate contenders and Davis Cup veterans, and
young talent is rising through the pipeline, led by
Ryan Harrison, one of the most promising young
players in the sport, as well as reigning US Open
boys’ champion Jack Sock and 2011 French Open
boys’ champion Bjorn Fratangelo.
And while the Bryans, 33, remain the No. 1
doubles tandem in the world and say they plan to
play deep into their 30s, the United States now has
depth in doubles, too. Fish and Isner partnered to
win the doubles point in the U.S. team’s relegation
victory in Colombia in 2010, and Isner and Querrey
have paired to form a dangerous combination as
well, claiming titles at the Masters Series event in
2011 US OPEN
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(Top) Members of the U.S. Davis Cup team got a “big head” start to play in July, and the
Bryans (above) improved their Davis Cup record together to 18-2.

Rome earlier this year and in Memphis a year ago.
“I think it’s an exciting time for American tennis, with a number of
established veterans and some promising young players—and we’ll
need every one of them,” Courier says. “A Davis Cup team is a team for
all seasons. To advance to the final, we have to play four different matches
in four different seasons, so you can’t exactly put the same four players
together and say, ‘Let’s play great for a month or three weeks’ because
you start in March and the final isn’t until the end of November. There
are a lot of variables and you have to adapt.”
To that end, Courier says he is open to adding new players to the mix
in 2012—depending on the results.
“I gave myself as much cushion as I think I could take in 2011 with a
six-man team of four singles players plus Bob and Mike Bryan,” he says.
“And we have the luxury of having singles players who can play doubles,
so we had a pretty special situation this year to have six great tennis
players to work with. But that doesn’t mean I wouldn’t change my mind
if Ryan Harrison or Donald Young or Ryan Sweeting or you name an
American player who can pop up and win Wimbledon or the US Open,
because my obligation is to put a winning team on the court, period.” ●
USOpen.org
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THE USTA
TENNIS—THE SPORT OF OPPORTUNITY

T

he USTA is the national
governing body for the

sport of tennis in the U.S. and
the leader in promoting and
developing the growth of
tennis at every level—from
local communities to the highest level of the professional
game. A not-for-profit organization with more than 750,000
members, it invests 100% of its
proceeds in growing the game.
The USTA owns and operates
the US Open, the highest-attended
annual sporting event in the world,
and launched the Olympus US Open
Series linking 10 summer tournaments to
the US Open. In addition, it owns the 90-plus
Pro Circuit events throughout the U.S., is a
minority owner and promotional partner of
World TeamTennis and selects the teams for the
Davis Cup, Fed Cup, Olympic and Paralympic Games.
USTA Serves, the National Charitable Foundation of
the USTA, provides financial support for disadvantaged
youth and people with disabilities through tennis and education programs.
2011 US OPEN
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MAKING TENNIS
MAKE A DIFFERENCE

The USTA makes a difference in local communities across the country through grants,
educational programs, new courts and equipment.
id you know that while you’re watching the world’s
highest-attended annual sporting event, you’re also
giving back to the community? That’s because all
proceeds from the US Open fund the USTA mission: to
promote and develop the growth of tennis. Last year, the
USTA directed over $48 million to communities across
America to make a difference in the lives of hundreds of thousands of
children and adults. Here are some of the many ways the USTA is
making tennis make a difference:
• The USTA has provided more than 170,000 free racquets to hundreds of
after-school programs that give kids the path to pursue a lifetime goal in
tennis, while also achieving excellence in the classroom by providing
tutoring and homework assistance. The USTA wants to ensure that kids
are just as prepared in the classroom as they are on the court.
• The USTA welcomes and respects all players on and off the court. As
the national governing body for the sport of tennis, we want to remove
barriers to participation and encourage all people in all communities
to play and contribute. Tennis has been the fastest-growing traditional
sport for most of the past decade. We want to continue to grow tennis
and make it look like America.
• In 2010, the USTA provided more than $3 million in grants to park and

Photos by USTA except lower left and lower second from right by Getty Images
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USOpen.org

recreation agencies, YMCAs, National Junior Tennis and Learning
chapters and school districts for tennis programs, as well as tennis
court construction, expansion and refurbishments. We want to make
friends out of neighbors and champions out of communities.
• In 2002, the USTA became the first national governing body of both an
Olympic and Paralymic sport. In addition to governing wheelchair
tennis for the Paralympics, Para Pan American Games and World
Team Cup, the USTA hosts dozens of section and national wheelchair
events to ensure that players at every level have the opportunity to
play and compete in the sport they love.
• For those who dare to dream big, the USTA serves young players who
aim to be the next professionals. USTA Player Development attracts
and trains the best junior players and junior coaches in the United
States. From Boca Raton, Fla., to Carson, Calif., to certified regional
training centers, to right here at the USTA Billie Jean King National
Tennis Center—the USTA seeks to identify and support up-andcoming American athletes.
Tennis can make a difference and is truly the sport of opportunity. If
you’d like to learn more about how your attendance at the US Open or your
becoming a USTA Member can help make a difference in communities
across the country, be sure to visit USTA.com/jointoday.
2011 US OPEN
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A Perfect ‘10’
With a host of programs and initiatives, the USTA and its revolutionary
10 and Under Tennis initiative are making it easier than ever
to get involved in the sport for a lifetime.
BY E.J. CRAWFORD
he USTA is making it easier than ever before for kids to get
involved in tennis, breaking down the barriers to draw more
young players and their families to the sport through its revolutionary 10 and Under Tennis initiative. 10 and Under Tennis is the largest youth initiative in USTA history. It follows
the model of other sports, such as soccer and baseball, by scaling the
sport to size for its youngest players. That means shorter courts, slowermoving and lower-bouncing balls, and lighter and shorter racquets.

T
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And now, getting started is easier than ever before with the USTA’s
free first-year junior membership offer for kids 10 and under. The offer,
exclusive to first-time members 10 and under and running through the
end of the year, provides the opportunity for more kids to enroll in more
programs in more places, all while delivering them the tennis news,
gear and guides that help turn first-time participants into lifelong players
and fans.
“10 and Under Tennis provides the opportunity for thousands of kids
USOpen.org
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to have more success and more fun learning
and playing the game,” says Kurt Kamperman,
Chief Executive, Community Tennis, USTA.
“And our first-year free membership offer will
help fuel that growth by allowing more kids to
participate in USTA programs and events.
Making the game easier to learn and play also
allows us to bring tennis to new and diverse
audiences. With this approach, we hope tennis
will become the newest ‘pick-up’ sport, and
we expect to see more and more kids playing
the game.”
For many programs, the influx has already
begun. At the Western Racquet Club in Elm
Grove, Wis., the number of juniors registered
in programs has seen a significant bump since
the introduction of the first-year free membership offer, resulting in a new group of kids who
can grow up with tennis.
“Waiving the membership fee for the 10-and-under program has
had a huge impact on the numbers for our first 8- and 10-and-under
tournaments in June—and the turnout for our July events is trending
even higher,” says Timon J. Corwin, Managing Director of Tennis Operations for the Western Racquet Club and the Moorland Park Tennis
Center. “Making it easy for the new players and their parents to [get
started] is absolutely the way to go.”
The early results for the junior membership offer have indeed been
promising, with more than 10,000 new members added in the first three
months alone. And that is just one part of the puzzle. In addition, 10 and
Under Tennis courts (60 feet for ages 9-10, 36 feet for ages 8 and under)
and courts with blended lines (lines for 10 and Under Tennis painted on
top of the traditional 78-foot court) are popping up around the country—
more than 1,100 were added in the first half of 2011, with a projection of
3,000 by year’s end—and more
tennis clubs, programs and other
providers are incorporating 10 and
Under Tennis into their programming. That translates to more kids
involved in the sport at a younger
age, which leads to an increase in
the number of people involved in
tennis down the road.
“We’re fundamentally changing
the sport of tennis—the way it’s
taught and the way it’s played,”
says Scott Schultz, Managing
Director, Youth Tennis, USTA. “The
USTA has worked diligently in conjunction with all its partners to
make it easier than ever to play the
game. So whether you’re just getting started, want to play for fun or
have designs on playing collegiate or professional tennis, 10 and Under
Tennis has a program for you.”
USOpen.org
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The first-year free membership offer for
juniors is just the latest in a series of creative
measures undertaken by the USTA to get more
kids playing—and loving—tennis. In addition,
the USTA will invest $1.3 million over a threeyear period in 26 local markets around the
country, from Amarillo, Texas, to Yonkers, N.Y.,
and from Portland, Ore., to Seminole County,
Fla. During the course of the three years, each
of the communities will receive $50,000 in
matching grants from the USTA to build new
courts and/or adapt current courts for 10 and
Under Tennis, to provide equipment for
schools and other programs, to market programs to parents, and to make sure that local
clubs, facilities and teaching pros know the
best techniques and plans to pass their love of
the game on to tennis’ youngest generation.
The goal is to add 25 additional local markets
in 2012 and to expand the local investments
even further to more than 100 markets during
the next five years.
“10 and Under Tennis has made a significant

2011 USTA RECOMMENDED STANDARDS FOR 10 AND UNDER TENNIS
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impact on our community,” says Mike Woody, Executive Director of the
Midland Community Tennis Center in Midland, Mich., one of the initial
local investment communities. “It has increased our programming and
the number of new people coming to our facility. That has meant more
money, better business and more kids playing tennis. I would recommend
it to anyone out there who’s interested.”
To make sure that tennis is fun first and foremost, the USTA took the
US Open’s primary interactive showcase for kids, SmashZone, on the
road. The SmashZone Mobile Tour made its way around the country this
spring and summer, setting up at events as varied as the San Mateo
County Fair and the Atlanta Jazz Festival, in addition to a stop in tornadodevastated Joplin, Mo.
“Taking one of the premiere attractions of the US Open on the road
to showcase our 10 and Under Tennis initiative allows us to reach audiences that might not have ever experienced tennis before,” says Jon
Vegosen, Chairman of the Board and President, USTA. “To be able to
get more racquets in kids’ hands at a young age, and to share with them
the idea that tennis can be played anywhere from schoolyards to parks
to clubs and even at home underscores the fact that tennis truly is the
sport of opportunity.”
Opportunity abounds as well through the Home Court Championship
Sweepstakes. By going to 10andUnderTennis.com and submitting your
name and e-mail address, you can have a chance to win one of the daily
tennis kits—comprising 10 and Under Tennis racquets and balls—
being awarded through September 15 and a shot at the grand prize—
accommodations and tickets for four to the 2012 US Open.
The first-year free membership offer for
juniors also opens up the possibility of competing in the USTA’s newly revamped tournaments
for those 10 and under. Thanks to a rule
change passed last year by the USTA and
backed by the International Tennis Federation,
starting January 1, 2012, all USTA-sanctioned
tournament play for those 10 and under must
utilize the components of 10 and Under Tennis.
To complement that change, the USTA is working to overhaul its tournament structure to
emphasize participation and de-emphasize
competition. The result will be a more laidback, fun environment that features multiple
play opportunities and develops skills and a
love of the game.
To further that end, the USTA is working with its local partners and
grass-roots organizers to expand such fun, non-competitive participatory events as Play Days, Tennis Festivals and USTA Kids Tennis Clubs
to attract kids to the sport—and to keep them playing into high school
and beyond.
“Above all, kids want to have fun,” says Kirk Anderson, Director,
Coach Training and Education, USTA. “They want to play with friends,
have success and enjoy the activity they’re participating in. That’s why
10 and Under Tennis is such a hit—it incorporates all these elements.”
Beyond tournament competition, USTA membership also gives kids
242
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access to Jr. Team Tennis, the popular, fun, team-based
way to compete with friends and improve tennis skills.
And tennis providers and organizers across the country
will be hosting after-school and back-to-school programs
for kids this fall, in addition to the wealth of programming
already offered by thousands of local park and recreation agencies. Throw in the growth of at-home tennis
kits and pop-up nets that can get kids started in tennis in
their own driveway or on their local playground, and
there is plenty of optimism for the future.
“We’re very excited about 10 and Under Tennis, both in terms of
what it has already delivered and what it promises for the future,” says
Kamperman. “We believe we’re going to see the results of our collective effort popping up on playgrounds and tennis courts throughout the
United States for generations to come.”
To get started today or for more information on 10 and Under Tennis,
go to 10andUnderTennis.com. For more information on the first-year
free membership offer for those 10 and under, go to tryusta.com or
usta.com/membership and use the source code NEWGAME. And for
more on USTA Jr. Team Tennis, go to jrteamtennis.usta.com. ●
USOpen.org
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Looking to the Future
Exciting changes are on the horizon to make sure USTA
League is successful for years to come.
USTA League, the world’s largest recreational tennis league, added an astounding 40,000
participants from 2009 to 2010 to peak at 779,000—a figure that is up more than 100,000 since
2007 alone—all while continuing to offer the mix of competition and camaraderie that has always
been the hallmark of USTA League play. With an eye on long-term growth
and a desire to provide the best possible experience for players, captains,
coordinators and providers now and into the future, USTA League will introduce a new structure starting with the 2013 League championship season.
Gone will be the monikers “Senior” (50 & over) and “Super Senior” (60 &
over), replaced instead by more representative groupings based on age.
Under the new structure, USTA League will be divided into just two divisions—Adult and
Mixed. The Adult Division will consist of 18 & over, 40 & over and 55 & over, with a potential 70 &
over division being considered for the future. The Mixed Division will continue as 18 & over. In
another significant change, the Adult 40 & over bracket will consist of two singles and three
doubles matches, while the former “Senior” category was solely three doubles matches. The
Mixed Division will continue to be contested as three doubles matches.
“We recognize people are often resistant to change, but we believe this new structure will
win over any skeptics in short order,” says Kurt Kamperman, Chief Executive, Community
Tennis, USTA. “This is not a decision we made lightly; it was heavily researched and well-vetted
in response to feedback from USTA League players. We feel these age breaks will offer something for everyone and will increase player satisfaction, thereby positioning USTA League for
continued growth in the years to come.”
– E.J. Crawford

Head of the Class
College tennis is a major success.
College tennis is becoming an increasingly viable option for high school tennis players at all levels of competition, whether they’re coming from
junior tournament play, high school varsity, junior varsity, no-cut programs or USTA Jr. Team Tennis.
As the pro game has become more and more physical, fewer teenagers are breaking into the upper echelon. Entering August, 19-year-old American Christina McHale was the youngest woman in the Top 100, and the average age of the men’s Top 100 was 26. That is why the USTA has designated
college tennis as a critical step in the maturation of future American stars.
“College tennis is a key component of the player development pathway from junior tennis to the professional level,” says Patrick McEnroe, General
Manager, USTA Player Development. “And the more we can get our collegians playing professional events on all surfaces, the better off those
players—and American tennis—will be in the long run.”
College tennis, however, is about far more than preparing the next generation of world-class players, and high school graduates who love tennis
now have access to an expanding array of options. In addition to varsity competition, there is the ever-growing USTA Tennis On Campus, a coed,
club-based program that embraces camaraderie alongside competition and includes a National Campus Championship held each spring. Since
its inception in 2000, Tennis On Campus has grown from a handful of programs to more than 550 colleges and universities, with more than 32,000
student-athletes participating.
“It’s really been amazing to witness the growth of the Tennis On Campus
program and the USTA National Campus Championship over the past 12
years,” says Glenn Arrington, National Manager, USTA Tennis On Campus.
“The quality of play has improved tremendously over the years, as has the
leadership and dedication of all the student-athletes involved.”
College tennis offers the opportunity to compete on a team, a rarity in a
sport that grows increasingly individual at the higher levels. And in an
increasingly competitive world, a college degree is an important step for any
young person in securing his or her future, with tennis student-athletes
serving as attractive job candidates for their work ethic, time management
skills and teamwork.
Now, more than ever before, opportunities abound in college tennis.
There are hundreds of programs at all levels—meaning there is one for
everyone with an interest and a love for the game.
– E.J.C.
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US Open Champs Are Eager to
Welcome You to Their Neighborhood!
hey are among the greatest ever to play the game—Andre Agassi,
Pete Sampras, John McEnroe, Ivan Lendl and Billie Jean King.
Every one of them has left an indelible mark upon the sport of
tennis with their talent, their style and the singular presence that
defines a true champion. Throughout their illustrious careers,
each was a major presence at the major events, and each made a particular
impression at the US Open. Indeed, those names helped to define the tournament as one of the world’s greatest sporting events. Now, thanks to an
exciting new initiative from USTA Serves, those names will be a part the
USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center—and your name can be right
alongside your favorite!
These five legends now each have their own “neighborhoods” along the
popular “Avenue of Aces,” located on the magnificent grounds of the home
of the US Open. The Avenue of Aces, inaugurated in 2005, is an eye-catching stretch of engraved pavers that welcomes fans as they enter the
grounds through the NTC’s East Gate. This donor-supported program
supports the good works of USTA Serves, the National Charitable Foundation of the USTA, which seeks to improve the lives of at-risk youth and people with disabilities through the combination of tennis and education.
Since its inception, the Avenue of Aces has raised more than $1.5 million for
programs utilizing that combination.
Now, you can show your appreciation for your favorite player and support the important works of USTA Serves by ordering a paver in your favorite
player’s neighborhood!
You’ve cheered these champions from afar for years—and now you can
move in next to them—thanks to this exciting new offer.
“Tennis continues to be an important part of my life so I’m very happy
that USTA Serves asked me to be a part of the Champions’ neighborhoods,
especially since it supports youth tennis and education in underserved
communities around the country,” says Lendl, who reached the US Open
final eight consecutive years, from 1982 to 1989, winning three titles. “It’s
important to give everyone a chance to be a champion in school, on the
court and in life.”
“I applaud the work USTA Serves is doing to give young boys and girls
opportunities to excel academically, become healthier and more fit and
learn skills to help them succeed in life,” adds King, the pioneering champion
for whom the National Tennis Center was named in 2006. “I am honored to
have a neighborhood on the Avenue of Aces and be a part of this effort with
other champions.”
To date, USTA Serves has awarded more than $10 million in grants and
scholarships in order to give the less-advantaged the opportunities they
need for a brighter future. By ordering a paver today, you’re helping to
ensure a brighter tomorrow for those who need it most.
“I’m honored to be included in the US Open Champions’ neighborhood
on the Avenue of Aces because like USTA Serves, the Andre Agassi Foundation for Education is dedicated to transforming the lives of under-served

Photos by Getty Images

USTA Serves’ exciting new initiative lets you be a
neighbor to a great champion—and a champion of
a great cause.

T
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youth by providing academic opportunities,” says Agassi. “So, welcome to
the neighborhood and join our efforts to provide tennis and education
opportunities so more kids can be champions in their own lives.”
“When you support the Avenue of Aces Neighborhood program, you
not only get to join US Open Champions and become part of the US Open
experience, you’ll be in the company of others who want to help our youth
get educational and health opportunities they’ll need to succeed in school
and throughout their lives,” says Deborah Larkin, USTA Serves’ Executive
Director.
For information on ordering your paver, please visit ustaserves.com, call
(914) 696-7223 or e-mail foundation@usta.com. It couldn’t be easier. Simply
pick a player, purchase a paver and move into the neighborhood. You’ll be a
neighbor to a great champion, and a champion of a great cause.
USOpen.org
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Avenue of Aces—Donor Recognition Project
USTA Serves is grateful for the generous support of its donor recognition project. This list includes donor names and the
personalized pavers that have been placed on the Avenue of Aces, located near the East Gate on the grounds of the
USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center.
FOUNDER’S COURT
Silver Aces ($25,000+)
Friends of Andre Agassi*
Friends of Betty & Mike Agassi*
Friends of Randel G. Barnett*
David Boies
Bowden Family
Michèle Bowman
Disney Hauser Family
Barbara & Eric Dobkin
William Donnell
Mike & Dana Goldstein
Lee & Molly Hamilton
Sidney & Jane Harman
George & Cheryl Haywood
John & Susan Hess
Friends of Billie Jean King*
Friends of Ivan Lendl*
Stan Malless
David & Tracy Markin
Friends of John McEnroe*
Friends of Pete Sampras*
Alan & Ronnie Schwartz
Barry & Dolly Segal
Michael & Suzanne Tennenbaum
Ralph & Mary Wilson
Bronze Aces ($15,000+)
Michael & Suzanne Ainslie
Ivor Braka
Gary & Barbara Brandt
Matthew & Stacy Bronfman
Buchholz Family
Alexander & Irene Chu
Howard & Roni Cowan
Karen Martin-Eliezer
Thomas & Mary James
Marion Ketcham
Doug & Carol Kimmelman
Lazenby Family
Lessin Family*
Gordon & Judy Levering
MARGARET Fund
Friends of Jeffrey Marx*
McEnroe Family
Jack Mills Family
Friends of Martina Navratilova*
Lawrence & Madelon Rand
Friends of Dana & Christopher
Reeve*
Jean Tower Rennie*
George Rowe
J.D. Roxe
Segal Family
Fred & Irene Shen
Pam Shriver
Renny & Tiina Smith
Sy & Laurie Sternberg
Thompson Family*
Henry Talbert
Van Brunt Family
Rosalind P. Walter
Women’s Tennis Assoc*
John & Barbara Wynne
Zimman Family

PATHWAY PATRONS
Silver Supporters ($5,000+)
Brooklyn Racqueteers*
Mary Carillo
Everett & Kathleen Checket
Gary & Lisa Davis
Amalia Lacroze de Fortabat
Mayor David & Joyce Dinkins
Benjamin F. Doller
Thomas & Kathleen Donnell*
Robert Fagenson

Jim & Bobbie Farley
James A. Figgins
Friends of Peter Fleming*
Friends of Tom Gullikson*
Anthony Ittleson
Ms. Nancy Jeffett
Franklin & Anne Johnson
Kantarian Family
Kornblau Family
Patricia V. Linton & Jeffrey S. Fenton
Alvin W. Littwitz, Jr.
Mangan Family*
Margaret Marcinkowski
John and Kay McEnroe
Mark and Diane McEnroe
Patrick & Melissa McEnroe
Dick & Sally Phelps
Anna Popps*
Bud & Maryann Scherr
Eugene & Polly Scott*
Barry & Dolly Segal
Lucille Segal*
Sussman Family
Herbert Swan
Bahar Uttam & Kathryn Soderberg
Brenda Williams
Peggy Woolard
Edgar Woolard
Bronze Benefactors ($2,500+)
Scott Adams
Richard & Pamela Ader
Altman Family*
Arthur Ashe
Sheila Banks
Jim Baugh
Harry & Vanna Beeth
Stephen & Sondra Beninati
Jan Lenore Bernstein*
Dr. Jasvinder Bhatia
Stephen B. Bonner
Hilary Boone
Boston Lobsters*
Lynda & Ann Brach
Jack & Paula de la Bretonne
Burgo Family*
Chakrabarti Family
Cole Foundation
Dana Family*
Anne Marie Davis
Hunter Delatour
Donald & Carole Dell
Eastern Adult Tennis Fnd*
Keane & Darian Ehsani*
Jay & Karen Eliezer
Dan Eule
Robert Faulhaber
Samuel Fields*
Friends of Harlan Friedman*
Patricia & Lance Fung
Chirag Gandhi
Georgia Tennis Assn*
Gersten & Quatermain Family
André & Rita Hawaux
Ryan & Kevin Hollander*
Holwell Family & Jean Gray
Robert & Laurie Horne
Anne & Bill Humes
Alfredo Antonio Isaac*
Indianapolis Junior Tennis
Fay Jozoff
Karkus Family
Karp Family
Maryln Kauder
Scott Kimmel
Catherine Kindley
Kovel Family
Biligere Kripanidhi
John Krueger
Kubicki Family
Lornie Kuhle

Lee, Ragione & Tsung Han Lin
Levine Family
William W G Lew*
Lisicich Family
Livingston Family
Ricardo McCrimmon
Chuck Moe*
Richard C. Moore, III & Carol L. Smith
Moyer Family
Julie A. Nakamatsu
Dr. Phong Nguyen
Scott Perlstein*
John S. Poppell, Jr
Stephanie Rehe & Ruth Vanderplas
Rob & Terry Ryan
Sonia Sader & Sandy
Maxwell-Hoffman
Samprasfanz*
Alan Schwartz
Enzo & Maria Sella
Serota Family
Samir Shah
Joe Shapiro
Lawrence Shaw
Claude Skoblicki*
Rachel Small
Alden & Barbara Smith
Gordon & Jane Smith
Suzanne & Oscar Smith*
Solomon Family
Sparks Family
Deborah Standifer
Michael O. Stewart*
Summerford Family*
Janice Miller Thorpe*
Donald Trump
Bill Tully
Washington Kastles*
Celeste Wendell-Birkhofer
James Whitman*
Wendell Willis
Women’s Sports Fdn
Zuckerman Family
Brick Builders ($1,000+)
Richard Acunto
Jodie Adams
Katrina Adams
Addy Cup Eastern Team*
Suzette Adler & Joe &
Dorothea Driban*
George Agutter
Gary Alexander
Almaden Swim & Racquet Club
Mitchel & Debra Alpert
Carleton Anderson, Jr
& Henry Benisch
Jack Roger Anderson
Renuka Arun Kumar
Hidetake Asano
Esther-Ann Ash
Wendy Azriliant
George Bacso
David Baldacci
Lil Bardon
Carla Beachcomber-Lutz
Laura Beard
Wade Becker
Ann Belkov & Connie Povich
Ambrose W. Benkert, Jr.
Jerome Berlinger
Nancy & David Bilheimer
Blackmans, McKoys & Berekets
Linda Bogdan*
Jeff Blankinship
Blodgett Family
Lawrence & Lizbeth Blum
Judge Paul D. Borman
Deborah Bradley & Troy Kai Eskew*
Diane Brandt & Marty Lewis
Christina Braun

Alexander & Maxwell Brenner*
Richard & Eleanor Brenner
James & Mary Jane Brown
Peter Brual
Buckingham Racquet Club
John Buell
Sam Burchers & Marta Hernandez
Charles Caldwell
Dale Caldwell
Lisa Camerino
Laura Canfield
Chaffin Family
Steve & Margie Champlin
Chandra Family
David Chang
Cobb Family
Darcy & Jamie Cobb
Malachi William Lawrence Coleman*
Bud Collins
Connors Family
Consolo Family
Mitry Family
Robert & Elizabeth Cookson
Terry Cossette
Court Jesters
Howard Cox
Kenneth Crawford*
Tina Cressent & Lucille Conklin
Sue Dähnert
Robert Daino
Colonel Michael Davis*
Patrick Desroches
Gini B. Diehl*
Josette Dominguez
Jane A. Draper*
Jim & Terry Dreyfus
Fred Dunbar
William Ehrlich
Roberta Feldman
Sally Fennell
Jack Fisher
Stone W. Fisher*
Gareth Fong
Jill Fonte
Foust, Connolly & Jeffett
Bruce O. Francis*
Howard & Joann Frazer
Friends of Pat Freebody*
Walt Freeman*
Friedman Family
Jeffrey Frimet & Neil Gibgot
Patricia Garcia-King
Zina Garrison*
Bob & Lucy Garvin
Julian Garyk*
Michael Gill & Virginia Wright
Leroy I. Ginsburg*
Bobbi Giudicelli & Caryl Parker
Glickstein Family
Gluck Family
Marc & Lisa Goldberg
Good Friends 4.5 Women
Mary Goldschmid
Joan Goldsmith
Spike Gonzales*
Melvin Gordon*
Gordon Family
Robert Gorsen
George Gowen Family
Greeley Tennis Champions
Benjamin, Rachel & Griffin*
Victor Griffiths
Jane Brown Grimes
Joseph & Shima Grover
Jay & Marilyn Hacker
Dr. K. Hashimoto*
Charles Hattenbach
Heller Family*
Robert Herrmann & Richard Menaker
Eric Herschmann
William E. Hester, III

Tommy Ho Family
Charles H. Holland, Jr.
Humphrey Family
Bruce Hunt & M.R. Carleton
James Hunt
Ivy Families
Matt Jacobson
Robert Jacobson
Saralee Jacobson
Leslie & Jeanne Jenkins*
Todd Jones
Jorgensen Family
Jeffrey Jue
Kalb Family
Jessica Kaplan & Ruth Kirschbaum
Peter Karp
Karen Pervin Kass*
Lex Kessler
Kumar Kirpalani
Ruth Kirschbaum
Albert M. Klein*
Nancy Koeller
Norman Korff*
Friends of Eve Kraft*
Kratz Family
Chuck Kuhle
Julie Kunes
Kupper Family
Karen Wayne & Nanpin Kuo
Lachman Family
Audrey Lander
Langbein Family
Lavin Family
Zach Lazenby*
Alexander & Zachary Lerangis*
Lewis Family*
Julius & Larry Lewis*
Litwin Family
Lhullier Family
Deborah Loober & Jane Burns
Louisiana Tennis Assoc
Patricia Lowry & James Hopkins
Edmund Ludwig & Vicki Azar
Dr. Steve Lukancic
Kathleen Lyons
Janie Mac Fund*
David Machicao
Jason Mack*
Rita Maklin
Sherri Manoogian*
Martin Family*
Greg Martin Family*
Martin Family*
Elizabeth L. Mathieu, Esq.
Raymond & Mary Ann Mauk
Johnna Maytin
Mr. Roger McCoach*
McKenna Family
Daniel McMullen
Aaron Melhorn*
Linda Metrock & Mindy Long
Mintzer Family
Kneeland S. Moore*
Dr. Stanley Morris
Joseph J. Morsman, III
John Moter & Jane Graham
John Andrew Mouer
Leroy Nelson
Netters
Helen & Milton Neuman*
Neuman Family
Norwalk Grassroots Tennis*
Steve Nichols & Patty Schnyder*
Marina Nudo
Charles Nurnberger*
Gary Oberst
Bernie O’Connor*
Julie Omsberg*
Originals*
Chris Murphy Peck
Eric Perkins

Norman J. Perry
Marjorie Peterman & Rose Bareis
Thomas Petters
Roberta Petti
Leslie Mimi Pfeiffer*
Pick Family
Ravi Pidaparthy**
Prangley Family
Andrew Pritchard
Phyllis Pullman
Roy & Lisa Rachlin
Dan Ramras
Nile Ramsbottom
Joaquim & Nancy Rasgado
Joyce Remkus
Sylvia Renard
Rivlin Family
Carlos Rodriguez
Clifford Roffis
Edward Rosensteel
Len & Lil Rubin*
Rudominer Family
Timothy Russell
Deborah Sale
Marion Tremaroli Savage*
Edwin & Edith Scheurer
Schleimer Family
William Schneider
Richard Schneidman
William Schoen
Schwalb Family
Lucy Scott*
Samuel Scott*
Frank Scurlock
Annice & Martin Seelig
George Seewagon
Friends of Edna Shalala*
Mike & Maureen Shannon
Perry Sholes
Janice Simon
Skinner Family
Smith Family*
Susan Snyder
Mildred Southern
Bob Spence
Theodore Sperry*
Mariann Springer
Jay Steckman
Sterman Family
Stickney Family
Sunnyvale Tennis
Beth Ann Sweetanna
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Taurel
Tennis Housewives of Westchester
Tisdel Family
Peggy Trefaller
Bob & Nancy Turner
Bill & Wanda Tym
Dennis & Pat Van Der Meer
Jon & Shari Vegosen
Verdieck Family
Jill & Cliff Viner
Vogel Family
Bruce Vosburg
James Vu & Phuongdung Nguyen
Cammie Wadman-Day
Florence Watson
Marcus Weinstein*
Carol Welder
Carlton Wessel
David Wheaton
Willette Family
Patti Womble
Yieh Family
Thomas Yue & Cindy Lou Andren
Zenker Family
Lexi & Zoe Zimman

*Other/multiple donor(s) contributed to this paver
**Winner of an 8” x 8” Brick Paver Raffle held at the 2006 US Open
Note: The above list consists of donations made from February 2005 to July 2011. If you notice any inaccuracies, please contact the USTA Serves office at 914.696.7223 or foundation@usta.com.
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TO PROMOTE AND DEVELOP THE GROWTH OF TENNIS

The Big Serve
The Big Serve—the USTA’s online
advocacy initiative—is aimed at connecting
the passion of USTA members and the larger
tennis community with the public policy
needs of the communities in
which they live. We
know that tennis is a
sport that can change
lives and improve communities, and the USTA
has developed The Big
Serve advocacy website to
help make that happen across the
country.
The focus of the website—
USTA.com/thebigserve—is to highlight
the opportunities, the successes and the
challenges of generating public support for
the growth of tennis. There are three areas
of particular interest:
• Building or renovating of places to play
• Creating new opportunities to play
during after-school
• Protecting varsity tennis and creating
opportunities to play recreational tennis
on college campuses.
You can register on The Big Serve
website to receive updates about tennis
advocacy. The site also has great resources
—such as handbooks and a step-by-step
guide through the advocacy process—to
help you build tennis facilities and create
programming in your area. In addition,
there’s a link to the facilities inquiry form,
which will allow you to tap the resources at
the USTA in building new or renovating
existing tennis courts.
Do you have a success story regarding
growing tennis in your community? Were you
able to get your local government to install
new courts or refurbish existing ones? Did
you secure funding for an after-school tennis
program? Were you able to save a college
varsity tennis team? There are hundreds of
success stories that motivate and inspire
others! Share your story by visiting
http://bigservestories.usta.com/share.
We’re all advocates of tennis in our own
way, but if you’re on Facebook there’s a great
way you can show your support of tennis:
“Like” The Big Serve. Through The Big Serve
advocacy initiative, the USTA is connecting
its members’ passion for tennis with the
issues affecting the communities and spaces
where tennis is played. The goal of the
USTA’s Big Serve Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/TheBigServe) is to
increase awareness of the policies that
affect the tennis community.
After all, the USTA will become a better
and more effective advocacy organization
with your participation and willingness to
share your stories, your challenges and your
successes.
USOpen.org
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The USTA promotes the sport of tennis through its national office; through a national network
of 17 section offices, each of which manages the sport in its geographical area; and at the
local level through community tennis associations—all of which are supported by thousands
of volunteers throughout the country.

USTA SECTION OFFICES
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

New England
newengland.usta.com
Eastern
eastern.usta.com
Middle States
middlestates.usta.com
Mid-Atlantic
midatlantic.usta.com
Southern
southern.usta.com
Florida
usatennisflorida.usta.com
Caribbean
caribbean.usta.com
Midwest
midwest.usta.com
Northern
northern.usta.com
Missouri Valley
missourivalley.usta.com
Texas
texas.usta.com
Southwest
southwest.usta.com
Intermountain
intermountain.usta.com
Pacific Northwest
pnw.usta.com
N. California
norcal.usta.com
S. California
scta.usta.com
Hawaii Pacific
hawaii.usta.com

SECTION PRESIDENTS
USTA Caribbean: Ricardo N. Ramos
USTA Eastern: Jeff Williams
USTA Florida: Dan Casey
USTA Hawaii Pacific: Walter Wong
USTA Intermountain: Jon H. Messick
USTA Mid-Atlantic: Kathy Stroop
USTA Middle States: Jill Fonte
USTA Midwest: Stephen H. Butzlaff
USTA Missouri Valley: R. Scott Hanover
USTA New England: R. Gary Pina
USTA Northern: Jeffrey M. Baill
USTA Northern California: Michael Cooke
USTA Pacific Northwest: Mike Temple
USTA Southern: Mike J. McNulty
USTA Southern California: Gregory Hickey
USTA Southwest: Beverly A. Bourguet
USTA Texas: Alfredo Trevino

SECTION EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS
USTA Caribbean: Lydia M. de la Rosa
USTA Eastern: David A. Abrams
USTA Florida: Douglas Booth
USTA Hawaii Pacific: Ronald Romano
USTA Intermountain: Matthew Warren
USTA Mid-Atlantic: Rod Dulany
USTA Middle States: Marlynn Orlando
USTA Midwest: Mark E. Saunders
USTA Missouri Valley: Mary G. Buschmann
USTA New England: TBD
USTA Northern: Michael Goldammer
USTA Northern California: Steve Leube
USTA Pacific Northwest: William G.S. Leong
USTA Southern: John H. Callen
USTA Southern California: Henry A. Talbert Jr.
USTA Southwest: Eric Mitchell
USTA Texas: Kenneth D. McAllister
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TO PROMOTE AND DEVELOP THE GROWTH OF TENNIS

NATIONAL COMMITTEES
USTA National Committees consist of USTA members from across the country who
volunteer their time and effort to advise the USTA Board of Directors through appropriate
organization channels. They are generally headed by a chair and vice chair who coodinate
the committee’s activities and deliberations. Councils assess and recommend priorities
for initiatives and resources requested by the committees and ensure that committee
proposals are broadly construed.

BOARD COMMITTEE
CHAIRS/VICE CHAIRS
Audit
Carol J. Welder/Walter Massey
Budget
Donald L. Tisdel/Patrick J. Galbraith
Investment
John R. Reese/Patrick J. Galbraith
Nominating
Scott Steinberg

ADULT TENNIS COUNCIL
Tennis On Campus
Don Paitrick/Meghan Houk
League
James I. Spencer/
Bonnie S. Vandergrift
Adult/Senior Competition
Kathy Langer/Dina Ingersole
& Frank J. Kelly
Senior International Competition
Carolyn A. Nichols/ Cynthia D. Babb
& Robert L. Litwin

Strategic and Creative Planning
Dale G. Caldwell/Delaine B. Mast
Alternative Projects & Volunteer
Assignments Task Force
Doug Wenger (coordinator)
Ratings Revenue & Marketing
Opportunities Task Force
Joe Grover (coordinator)

COUNCIL CHAIRS
Adult Tennis
Judith D. Utley
Delivery System
Kevin Dowdell
Information
Jay P. Hacker
Opportunity and Education
Danne E. Davis
Player Development
Barbara J. Fackel
Professional Tennis
Buff R. Farrow
Service
Antonio M. Pavia
Youth Growth
Joan E. Baker

COMMITTEECHAIRS/
VICE CHAIRS
DIRECT REPORT
COMMITTEES
Advisory Group on Committees
Lauren K. Covert/Annice B. Seelig
Evaluation
Verne A. Weber/Susan S. True
International
Daniel J. Santorum
Major Construction Oversight
Lucy S. Garvin/Steven K. Champlin

USOpen.org

DELIVERY
SYSTEM COUNCIL
Community Tennis Association
Paula M. Hale/Jean L. Greenwood
NJTL
Jay Massart/Nomi Cosby
Schools
R. Gary Pina/Alyce Jonelle Smith
Tennis in the Public Parks
Billie Jean King* & Mary G.
Henderson/ Pamela J. Sloan

INFORMATION COUNCIL
Information Technology
Donella P. Brockington/
Shari Spencer
Membership Services
Sherry E. Beckman/Sue D. Gregor
Technical
J. Karl Hedrick/Ilja Gregor
Tennis Rules and Regulations
Eric C. Perkins

OPPORTUNITY AND
EDUCATION COUNCIL

PLAYER DEVELOPMENT
COUNCIL
Junior Competition
Timothy W. Russell/
Andrea S. Norman
Collegiate Varsity
Timon J. Corwin/J. Webb Horton
Wheelchair Tennis
Curtis A. Bender/D’Wayne P. Begay
Sport Science
Todd S. Ellenbecker/
George C. Branche III

PROFESSIONAL
TENNIS COUNCIL
Davis Cup, Fed Cup,
Olympic and Paralympic
Pamela J. Austin, Roy R. Barth
& Barbara L. Smith
Officials
Donna M. Bailey/Sandi M. Pardon

Lawrence Bonfante
Chief Information
Officer

Rich McCarthy
Director,
Partnership Marketing

David Brewer
Deputy US Open
Tournament Director

Dan Malasky
Senior Counsel,
Pro Tennis

Lew Brewer
US Open Junior
Tournament Director

Caren Mangiacapre
Director, Food and
Beverage

Michael Carrasquillo
Director, NTC Finance

Beth Meyer
Director, Creative
Services

Rich Coiro
Senior Director,
Finance

Alex Nuñez
Director, Marketing

Joe Crowley
Senior Director,
NTC Operations

Deanne Pownall
Senior Director,
Partnership Marketing

Tim Curry
Director,
Communications

Mark Preston
Editorial Director

Peter Dopkin
Director, Business
Development,
Advanced Media
Brian Earley
Tournament Referee
Michael Fiur
Entertainment
Producer

Rick Rennert
Director, Publishing
J. Wayne Richmond
General Manager,
Olympus US Open
Series
Mike Rodriguez
Director, US Open
Security

Steve Gorsuch
Television Operations

Jeff Ryan
Senior Director,
USA Team Events

SERVICE COUNCIL

Phil Green
Senior Director,
Advanced Media

Mary Ryan
Director,
Merchandising

Awards
Nancy C. Rasgado/
Thomas G. Patterson

Monica Harrigan
Senior Director,
Ticket Operations

Constitution and Rules
M. John Schubert/Beth Hopkins

Joseph Healy
Purser

David Schobel
US Open Wheelchair
Competition
Tournament Director

Grievance
Bruce M. Boiko/Antonio J. NegroniCintron

Sue Hunt
Managing Director,
Marketing

Pro Circuit
Jack Waite/John Embree

Learning and Leadership
Development
Mary R. Conaway/Malcolm T. Riley

Craig Isaacs
Senior Counsel,
Pro Tennis
Nicole Jeter West
Director, Marketing

Adaptive Tennis
Jane F. Hines/Frank A. Adams

YOUTH GROWTH
COUNCIL

Advocacy and Public Affairs
Karen K. MacFarland/Tom J. Cove

10 and Under Tennis Task Force
Ajay Pant/Jeff Brack

Diversity and Inclusion
D. Lee Hamilton/Patricia Harris,
Mark Revermann,
Pamela J. Sloan & Kathleen Wu

Jr. Team Tennis
Carla A. O’Connor/Rita L. Gladstone

Tennis and Higher Education
Task Force
David N. Dinkins* &
David A Benjamin/
Tiina Bougas Smith

SENIOR TEAM

Sportsmanship
Todd Martin* & George F.Parnell/
Lars E. Rosene

*Honorary Chair

Chuck Jettmar
Director, NTC
Capital Projects

Aaron Segal
Director, Broadcasting
Lew Sherr
Managing Director,
Corporate Partnerships
Robert Steeger
Director, Partnership
Marketing
Tina Taps
Ballpersons
Glenn Todd
Director, Corporate
Partnerships

Derrick Johnson
Director,
Communications

Paul White
Director, Licensing

Richard Kaufman
Chief Umpire

Chris Widmaier
Managing Director,
Communications

Jennifer Khoury
Director,
Partnership Marketing
Whitney Kraft
Director, Player
Operations
Raleigh Leahy
Hospitality

Michael Yorio
Director, US Open
Player Medical
Services
Jeffrey Zonenshine
Director, IT Services,
Pro Tennis
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TO PROMOTE AND DEVELOP THE GROWTH OF TENNIS

NATIONAL STAFF
EXECUTIVE OFFICE
Gordon Smith
Lauren Kittelstad
Patty Reber

INTERNAL AUDIT
Bob Sierpinski

OFFICE OF THE
PRESIDENT
Anne Humes
Marion Fuscaldo

ADMINISTRATION
Harry Beeth
Alice Emmer

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCE
Joseph Healy
Mike Cruzan
Ed McCool
Volda Austin
Cherise Caiazza
Hervey Carvajal
Katherinne Chailan
Jason Clarke
Nili Jerome
Deo Manbodh
Lisa McNamara
Mary Jane Pompa
Allison Sacco

FINANCE—
COMMUNITY TENNIS
AND USTA SERVES
Karen Feldman
Laura Overton
Dana Pirell
Janice Tavarez

FINANCE—
PROFESSIONAL
TENNIS & PLAYER
DEVELOPMENT
Rich Coiro
Michael Carrasquillo
Monica Gutierrez
Renee Marques
Joel Morales
Jennifer Wong

TREASURY
Vincent Lowndes

ADVANCED MEDIA
Phil Green
Jason Brown
Peter Dopkin
Ken Rossi
Brian Beglane
Mary Kate Boughton
Erin Bruehl
Dana Czapnik
Ward Meehan
Sally Milano
Tara Osterhoudt
Brian Ryerson
Paul Slater
Justin Street
Nick Walz
Kristen Zadjelovich

INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY
Lawrence Bonfante
Laura Hyman
Carlos Lakomy
Nick Stamboulidis
Jeffrey Zonenshine
Wayel Awad
David Branch
Kris Dorman
Pete Esposito

USOpen.org

Marco Galvis
Tunde Kamson
Liqun Ma
Lincoln Maniram
Novelle Maxwell
Eugene McLeer
Pete Rendich
Don Roberts
Hal Schweitzer
Sunil Thomas
Danny Trinidad
Shrikant Vadodaria
Andrew Yoon
Digital Asset
Management & Archives
Susan Luchars
Brent Stauffer

PURCHASING
Ed Brandt
Anna DiStefano
Jennifer Drukker
Angela Fusco
WP Facilities Services
Eliseo Del Cid
Kwame Afriyie
Jorge Garcia
Joanne Schmitt

BUSINESS
OPERATIONS/
PUBLIC
RELATIONS
Harlan Stone
Monica Borba

BROADCASTING
Aaron Segal

CORPORATE
PARTNERSHIPS
Lew Sherr
Glenn Todd
Tyler Kupper
Felicia Saraceno
Michele Wisch

LICENSING
Paul White
Christopher Terranova
Jonelle Stauffer

PARTNERSHIP
MARKETING
Deanne Pownall
Jennifer Khoury
Rich McCarthy
Robert Steeger
Lisa Cassells
Jeremy Fehrs
Janine Fortunato
Jenna Higueras
Lisa Scaplehorn

COMMUNICATIONS
Chris Widmaier
Tim Curry
Derrick Johnson
Francene Costello
Jeanmarie Daly
Amanda Korba
Andrew Labovitz
Tom LaDue
Ayana Miller
Eric Schuster
Jasmine Sheppard
Trina Singian
Meghan Von Brook
Publishing
Rick Rennert
Mark Preston
E.J. Crawford

COMMUNITY
TENNIS
Kurt Kamperman
Joanne Bivona

ADULT TENNIS
Jeff Waters
Viviana Matasaru
Mylene Montinola
Nellie Nevarez
Competitive Tennis
David Schobel
Theresa Bowen
Darcy Cobb
Dan James
Larry Jones
Jeanne Lucido
Marilyn Sherman
Jeremiah Yolkut
Membership Operations
Cheryl Smigelski
Laura Auld
Jennie Clark
Tom Fricano
Christina Hope
Siobhan Jones
Perla Liriano
Robert McCarthy
Bobby Pelis
Barbara Popp
Holly Rosen
Sylvia Swanson

YOUTH TENNIS
Scott Schultz
Kearlyn Exavier
10 & Under Tennis
Ingrid Chen
Education, Advocacy
& Public Affairs
Barry Ford
Geoffrey Ardolino
April Croft
China Fanning
Jason Jamison
Dan Limbago
Emily Sandor
Hope Tolley
Facilities/Delivery
Virgil Christian
Glenn Arrington
Kelly Goodhart
Rosalie Passiatore
David Slade
Jon Thompson
Maiysha Warren
Training
Kirk Anderson
Catalina Brockland
Anne Davis
David Ritter
Youth Play & Competition
Craig Jones
Jean Desdunes
Adrienne DiMenna
Marikate Murren

MARKETING
Sue Hunt
Sherry Elinsky
Beth Meyer
Darran Miner
Nicole Jeter West
Alex Nuñez
Joanne Black
Meghan Carroll
Valerie Chin
Dahomey Coleman
Aracelli Durand
Mike Floyd
Nicole Greene
Janet Hanasik

Andrew Hickcox
Jewel Jackson
Monica Kirmayer
Wendy Lee
Erin McManmon
Nicole Munroe
Shubha Shukla
Paulette Strauss

Mickel Evangelista
Ryan Ferrara
Fabian Lazo
Ken Loewy
Luis Marcial
Jose Morel
Joseph Sexton

CORPORATE
SERVICES

Monica Harrigan
Michael Bozzo
Brett Cullen
Stephanie DelVecchio
Janet Gangloff
John Poppe

Andrea Hirsch
Holly Duncan

LEGAL &
BUSINESS AFFAIRS
Staciellen Mischel
Dan Malasky
Craig Isaacs
Anne Bitner Redman
Ethel Cox
Patrick Dennis
Barbara Weinberger

HUMAN RESOURCES
MANAGEMENT
Dario Otero
Marybeth Interdonato
Lisa O’Connor
Tabitha Rieschick
Iris Rivera
Maria Wuster

LEARNING &
LEADERSHIP
DEVELOPMENT
Karen Pacent
Fred Allemann
Andrew Feldman
Mary Harter
Alma Najarro
Amy Rothberg

MEDICAL
Brian Hainline

DIVERSITY &
INCLUSION
Kevin Clayton
Chris Michel
Michele Kern
Renee Tirado

NATIONAL
TENNIS CENTER
Daniel Zausner
Nicole Bruno
Antonia Calzetti
Jody Kitcher
Robert Monroi
Michael Zanca

CAPITAL PROJECTS
Chuck Jettmar

NTC EVENT SERVICES
Caren Mangiacapre
Jennifer Matthews
Lili Milosevic
Christopher Studley

MERCHANDISING
Mary Ryan
Kaitlin Casey
Jennifer Cusano
Sheila McCarthy

NTC OPERATIONS
Joe Crowley
Wilfredo Albino
Terri Arnold-McKenzie
Rolando Diaz
Julian Epalza

Division/department heads are indicated in italics.

TICKET OPERATIONS

TENNIS PROGRAMS
Whitney Kraft
Rod Bailey
Daniel Casesa
J.P. Cruz
Cathie Delaney
Marvin Dent
Cynthia Dewi
Jessica Edstrom
Reiko Giffords
Minnie Johnson
Ilyar Khammadov
Christian Mitterbauer
Isaias Morales
Debra Russell
Carla Scagnelli
Amit Sukhram
Marilyn Superville
Aki Takayama
Tina Taps
Agnes Wiski

COACHING
Jose Higueras
Leonardo Azevedo
Diego Moyano
Men’s Coaches
Jay Berger
Ricardo Acuna
Andy Brandi
Kent Kinnear
Mark Merklein
David Nainkin
Michael Sell
Nicolas Todero
Dustin Taylor
Women’s Coaches
Ola Malmqvist
Richard Ashby
Sylvain Guichard
Tom Gullikson
Troy Hahn
Marc Lucero
Lori McNeil
Adam Peterson
Kathy Rinaldi
Federico Rodriguez
Strength & Conditioning
Ryan Curtis
Rodney Marshall
Satoshi Ochi
Brian O’Malley

PROFESSIONAL
TENNIS
OPERATIONS

PLAYER
DEVELOPMENT

Jim Curley
Cindy Miranda

Patrick McEnroe
Elizabeth Diaz

David Brewer
Jasmine Polite
George Moreira
Officials
Rich Kaufman
Julio Echavarria
Tony Nimmons
Olympus US Open Series
J. Wayne Richmond
Michelle Sheehan
USTA Pro Circuit
Brian Earley
Dianne Atkinson
Keith Crossland
Danielle Gooding
Scott Hausthor
Peter Kasavage
Billie Lipp
David Littlefield
Michael Loo
Louise Maher
Missy Malool
Idelle Pierre-Louis
Dessie Samuels
Bunny Williams
USA Team Events
Jeff Ryan
Derek Fisher
Anne Marie Martin
Natalie Mendoza

ADMINISTRATION &
BUSINESS AFFAIRS
Tom Jacobs
Kristiana Bennett
Coaching Education
& Sport Science
Jessica Battaglia
Mark Kovacs
David Ramos
Junior & Collegiate
Competition
Lew Brewer
Angela Garcia
Elissa Kinard
Erica Perkins
Marcus Tyler
Talent Identification
& Development
Martin Blackman
Rhonda Hoffmann
Geoffrey Russell
Training Center Programs
Jonathan Evans
Elke Juul
Chandra Noble
USTA Training Center –
East
Joseph Ceriello
Jay Gooding
Jorge Todero
Brett Waltz
USTA Training Center –
West
John Lansville
Natalie Brannon
Joey Garcia
Karina Klein
Herlinda Lombardi

PRO TOURNAMENTS

USTA SERVES
Deborah Slaner Larkin
Karen Ford
Ginalysse Ingles
Jackie Materasso
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6/."5$)&%4&37*$&t%&1&/%"#*-*5:t26"-*5:t4&-&$5*0/t13*$*/('03:&"34
5&//*4
CLOTHING &
"$$&4403*&4
15-50% OFF
adidas
FILA
#0"45
BOLLE
-"$045&
-*'&*4(00%
13*/$&
NEW BALANCE
4&3(*05"$$)*/*
6/%&3"3.063
8*-40/
& MORE
"--45:-&4
AVAILABLE

36//*/(
"--

4)0&4
CLOTHING &
"$$&4403*&4
15-50% OFF
adidas

"4*$4
AVIA
#300,4
ECCO
ETONIC
GARMIN
,"3)6
.*;6/0
NEW BALANCE
10-"3
16."
REEBOK
RYKA
4"6$0/:
46(0*
TIMEX
6/%&3"3.063
VIBRAM
& MORE
"--45:-&4
AVAILABLE

40$,4
5&//*4
36//*/(
45:-&4
adidas

"4*$4
BALEGA
#300,4
%&'&&5
%*"%03"
'&&563&4
-"$045&
NEW BALANCE
4"6$0/:
THORLO4®
6/%&3"3.063
8*-40/
WIGWAM
83*()540$,

#0--&t5*'04*
40-"3#"5
5&//*441&$*'*$
46/(-"44&4
410354
.&%*$*/&
AIRCAST ARMBAND
BAND-IT ELBOW
KNEED-IT KNEE GRD.
MUELLER:
WRIST SUPPORT
ANKLE SUPPORT
SPIRO ELBOW SPLINT
TENEX SHOCKABSORBING WATCH
MANY MORE

07&3(3*14

453*/(3&&-4

BABOLAT VS GRIP ........3-PK 4.95
BABOLAT VS GRIP .....12-PK 15.95
BABOLAT PRO TEAM .............. 3.95
BAB. PRO TEAM TACKY ...3-PK 4.95
BAB. PRO TEAM TACKY 12-PK 15.95
BABOLAT PRO TOUR ....3-PK 4.95
GAMMA GRIP 2 ....................... 3.49
GAMMA PRO WRAP......3-PK 3.49
15-PK 10.95........ ...30-PK 19.95
GAMMA SMART GRIP ............. 3.95
GAMMA SUPREME ..........3-PK 3.95
15-PK 15.95 ...........30-PK 28.95
GAUZE GRIP STRIP TAPE....... 1.95
HEAD PRESTIGE PRO ............. 3.95
HEAD PRESTIGE PRO 10-PK 10.95
HEAD XTREME SOFT-BLK ...... 3.95
PRINCE DURATAC + .......3-PK 3.75
15-PK 15.00 ...........30-PK 29.00

"4)"8":
KEVLAR—16 / 17—360 FT .... 90.00
BABOLAT
ADDICTION—16/17—660’ ... 160.95
DURALAST—16/17—660’ ...... 99.00
N.VY—16 / 17—660’ .............. 89.95
PRO HURRICANE-16/17-660’ 160.95
PRO HURR. TOUR-16/17-660’215.95
RPM BLAST—16/17—330’ .. 115.00
RPM BLAST—16/17—660’ .. 225.00
SYN GUT—16 / 17—660’....... 56.95
GAMMA
LIVE WIRE XP—16/17—360’ 121.50
SYN GUT—16 / 17—720’....... 62.95
TNT 2—16 / 17—360’ ........... 89.50
(04&/
POLYLON—16 / 17—660’ ...... 31.95
POLYLON SP—17—660’ ........ 49.95
OG SHEEP MICRO-16/17/18-660’ 35.95
-69*-0/
ACE 112—720’ ..................... 209.95
BIG BANGER ALU
POWER—16 / 16L—720’ . 274.95
FLUORO 123—726’ .......... 274.95
ROUGH 16/SPIN 127-726’ 274.95
ORIGINAL—16—660’ ........... 184.95
13*/$&
LIGHTNING XX—16/17—660’ 99.00
LIGHTNING XX SPIN-16-660’ 120.00
NYLON-WHT./NAT./PUR.-660’ 29.00
PREMIER LT—16/17—330’ .. 126.00
SYN GUT:
DURA—16 / 17—660’......... 83.00
MULTIFILAMENT-16/17-660’ 145.00
TOPSPIN PLUS—16—330’ .... 59.00
TOPSPIN W/ DURA-15L-330’ 59.00
TOURNA POLY—16—660’ ..... 89.00
TECHNIFIBRE
BLACK CODE-16/17/18-660’ 195.00
NRG 2—16 / 17—660’ ......... 215.00
PRO REDCODE-16/17-660’ . 160.00
SYN GUT—16 / 17—660’....... 34.95
5063/"
BIG HITTER OR QUASI GUT . CALL
8*-40/
ENDURO PRO—16/17—660’ . 99.95
HOLLOW CORE—16—660’ ........ 159.95
HOLLOW CORE PRO-16/17-660’ 219.95
SENSATION—16 / 17—660’ 129.95
STAMINA—16 / 17—660’ ....... 56.95
SYN GUT EXTREME-16-660’ 47.95
"-*&/t)&"%t40-*/$0
50"-40/t50141*/t70-,-

TOURNA-GRIP®
BLU/BLK/GRY 3-PK 3.49
BLUE .............10-PK 10.49
BLUE .............30-PK 27.99
XL BLUE.......... 3-PK 3.99
XL BLUE........10-PK 10.99
XL BLUE........30-PK 28.99
XXL BLUE .......3-PK 3.99
XXL BLUE .... 10-PK 12.99
XXL BLUE .... 30-PK 39.99
TOURNA TAC.....3/3.99...10/10.99...30/28.99

WHATAGRIP.............................. 2.95
WHATAGRIP CUSHION ............ 3.95
WILSON FLIP..................3-PK 4.95
WILSON PRO SOFT ................. 4.25
WILSON PRO:
3-PK 3.95.. ......12-PK 14.95
30-PK 29.95 ....50-PK 46.95
WILSON PRO PERFORATED:
3-PK 4.25 ........12-PK 14.95
WILSON PROFILE—BLACK .... 3.95
YONEX SUPER GRAP....3-PK 3.75
YONEX SUPER GRAP 30-PK 31.00

3&1-"$&.&/5(3*14
BABOLAT NATURAL LEATHER...10.95
BABOLAT SOFT TOUCH-BLK . 5.95
BABOLAT SYNTEC-BLK/WHT. 5.95
GAMMA HI-TECH / GEL .......... 4.95
GAMMA HI-TECH CONTOUR.. 4.95
HEAD COMFORTAC ................. 5.95
HEAD HYDROCONTROL ......... 5.50
HEAD HYDROSORB ................ 5.50
HEAD SOFTAC TRACTION ...... 5.40
PRINCE DURASOFT + ............. 4.75
PRINCE DURA PERF+ ............. 4.50
PRINCE RESI-PRO / SOFT...... 5.50
WILSON K-ONTROL / K GRIP 5.95
WILSON PREMIUM LEATHER ... 11.50

5&//*4$0635
&26*1.&/5
/&54"$$&4403*&4
CENTER STRAP .................... 6.95
EDWARDS NETS:
40 L.S. ............................ 164.95
30 L.S. ............................ 144.95
AUSSIE 3.0 MM ............. 124.95
OUTBACK DBL CTR ..... 144.95
SINGLE STICKS .................. 19.95
TENNIS NET HEIGHT CHECK . 3.25
WILSON ROYALE NET ...... 189.95
WIL. SUPER DELUXE NET169.95

$0635."*/5&/"/$&
ROL-DRI MASTER:
COURT DRYER ................ 49.95
REPLACEMENT ROLLER 26.95
ROL-DRI SEAMLESS:
COURT DRYER ................ 45.95
REPLACEMENT ROLLER 25.95
SQUEEGE (36”) ................... 74.95
SQUEEGENIE (PORTABLE) 15.95
TIDI COURT ........................... 37.95
TIDI COURT REPLACE BASKET 21.95

.*4$&--"/&064
REBOUND NET—9’ X 7’ ... 139.95
SCORE KEEPER.................. 38.95
SCOR-POST ........................ 62.95
SCORE TUBE ...................... 29.95

7*#3"5*0/%".1&/&34
BABOLAT COSMIC .........2-PK 4.95
GAMMA SHOCK BUSTER ....... 2.95
GAMMA SHOCK BUSTER II.... 3.95
GAMMA RED EYE .................... 3.99
GAMMA STRING THINGS ....... 2.95
HEAD LOGO DAMPENER II (2).. 3.50
HEAD SMARTSORB ................. 3.50
PRINCE SILENCER .................. 2.95
SAMPRAS VIBRATION DAMP . 1.75
WILSON PROFEEL PLUS ........ 2.95
WILSON SHOCK SHIELD ........ 3.95
WILSON SHOCK TRAP............ 3.25

05)&3"$$&4403*&4
ADVANTAGE TENNIS GLOVES ...... 9.95
BABOLAT ELASTO CROSS ..... 7.95
BABOLAT LEAD TAPE (.5X20”) 5.95
BABOLAT SUPER TAPE........... 5.95
BUMPER GUARDS/GROMMETS . CALL
GAMMA GUARD TAPE:
1” X 25’ OR 1.5” X 15”......... 3.25
HEAD PROTECTION TAPE—16’ ... 3.95
LEAD TAPE—1/4” X 72” .......... 2.75
LEAD TAPE—1/2” X 36” .......... 2.95
LEAD TAPE POWER STRIPS (6) . 2.95
ROSIN BAG .............................. 2.40
SOLID WHITE HEAD OR WRIST BAND .. 1.50
SOLID WHITE DBL WRIST BAND (2) . 1.95
SPEEDTRAC X SPEED GUN . 139.95
STRING A LINGS—COLORS ... 2.95
STRING TENSION TESTER ... 18.95
STRING THING STRAIGHTENER 19.95
STRING SAVERS DELUXE ....... 5.25
TENNIS BALL SAVERS ............ 8.50

GIFT CARDS—ANY AMOUNT
"--4)0&#3"/%415-50% OFF

5&//*4t36//*/(t"&30#*$'*5/&44t#"4,&5#"-8"-,*/(t953"*/*/(t40$$&3t426"4)t3"$26&5#"--

07&345:-&4

453*/(4&54

-0#45&3#"--."$)*/&4

$6450.453*/(*/(13*$&4034&54'03%0*5:0634&-'
GAMMA
ASTERISK—16 / 17...................12.75
ASTERISK SPIN—16 .................12.95
ASTERISK TOUR—16 / 17 ...... 15.95
GUT II ........................................ 5.25
DURA SPIN ............................... 5.40
HYBRID ZO / ZO-ALL MODELS CALL
INFINITY—15L / 16 .................. 9.45
LIVE WIRE—16 / 17 ............... 10.95
LIVE WIRE XP—16 / 17 / 18 . 13.50
MARATHON DPC—16 .............. 6.95
POWER PLAY—18 ................... 6.50
PRODIGY—16......................... 11.95
PROFESSIONAL—16/17/18 ... 19.95
REVELATION—16 / 17 ............. 7.25
SYN GUT—15 / 16 / 17 ................ 3.50
SYN GUT W/ WEARGUARD-16/17 3.50
TNT-16 / TNT 2-15L/16/17/18.. 9.95
TNT RX—16 / 17 .................... 15.95
TNT 2 PRO PLUS—17L ......... 12.95
TNT 2 TOUCH—16 / 17 ......... 17.50
TNT 2 TOUR—16 / 17 ............ 12.00
8*-40/
CHAMPIONS CHOICE HYBRID. 29.95
HYPERLAST SPIN .................... 8.50
HOLLOW CORE-16/PRO-16/17 12.95
NXT—16 / 17........................... 16.95
NXT CONTROL-16 / DUO II .. 16.95
NXT MAX-16 / NXT OS-16L .. 18.95
NXT TOUR—16 / 17 / 18 ....... 18.95
PRO DUO................................ 15.95
SENSATION—16 / 17 ............... 9.95
SENSATION DUO-HYBRID 17/16 9.95
STAMINA—16 ........................... 3.79
SYN GUT EXTREME—16 / 17 . 3.50
ULTIMATE DUO HYBRID ....... 21.95
-69*-0/
ACE—18.................................. 13.00
ADRENALINE—16L/16/17........ 9.95
ADRENALINE ROUGH 125-16L 9.95
ALU POWER / ROUGH—16 .. 16.95
ALU POWER 123 FLUORO-17... 17.95
ALU POWER 127 SPIN—16 ...... 16.95
M2 PLUS 130-16/PRO 125-16L 14.95
ORIGINAL / ROUGH—16 ....... 14.95
SAVAGE 127—16 .................... 12.95
TIMO—17 / 17L ...................... 14.95
XP 125—16 L............................ 8.50

13*/$&
BEAST XP—15 / 16 / 17............ 14.50
HYBRID 3D RECOIL................... 14.50
HYBRID POWER EXP—16/17 .. 15.00
HYBRID SPIN EXP ................... 15.00
LIGHTNING XX—16 / 17 .......... 6.50
LIGHTNING XX SPIN—16 ........ 7.25
NATURAL GUT—16 / 17 ........ 40.00
POLY EXP—16 / 17 / 18 ........ 14.00
POLY SPIN 3D—16L .............. 11.00
PREMIER LT—16 / 17 / 18 .... 16.00
PREMIER W/ SOFTFLEX-16/17 14.50
PRO BLEND—16 DURA......... 11.00
RECOIL—16............................ 18.00
SYN GUT DURA—16 / 17 ......... 4.75
SYN GUT MULTIFILAMENT-16/17 9.00
SYN GUT ORIGINAL—16 / 17 . 4.25
SYN GUT POLY BLEND—16 ... 5.25
TOPSPIN DURA—15 ................ 7.00
TOPSPIN PLUS-16 ................... 7.00
TOUR—16 / 17 ......................... 8.25
TOUR BLEND—16.................. 11.00
TOURNAMENT NYLON ............ 2.00
TOURNAMENT POLY—16/17 .. 6.00
BABOLAT
ALL HYBRIDS AVAILABLE
ADDICTION—16 / 17 ............. 10.95
DURALAST—16 / 17 ................ 7.95
HURRICANE FEEL—16 / 17 .. 14.95
N.VY—16 / 17 ........................... 6.95
PRO HURRICANE—16 / 17 / 18 .. 10.95
PRO HURRICANE TOUR—16/17 . 14.95
RPM BLAST—16 / 17 / 18..... 16.95
REVENGE—16 / 17 ................ 15.95
SYN GUT—16 / 17 ................... 3.75
TONIC+ ................................... 32.95
VS TEAM/BT7—17 ................. 42.95
VS TOUCH/BT7—15L / 16..... 42.95
XCEL—16 / 17 ........................ 17.95
XCEL POWER—16 / 17 ......... 19.95
TECNIFIBRE
BLACK CODE—16 / 17 / 18....... 13.00
DURAMIX HD—16 / 17 .......... 13.00
MULTIFEEL—16 / 17 ................ 9.50
NRG 2 SPL—16 / 17 / 18 ...... 14.00
POLYSPIN 1.25—16 ................. 7.95
PRO REDCODE—16 / 17....... 10.00
X-ONE BIPHASE—16/17/18 .. 16.00

"-*&/t"-1)"t"4)"8":t%6/-01t'035&/t(&/&4*4
(04&/t)&"%t,-*1t,*34$)#"6.t40-*/$0
4*(/6.130t50"-40/t50141*/t70-,-t:0/&9

:063+6/*036/%&3)&"%26"35&34
3"$26&54

#"--4

BABOLAT
AEROPRO DRIVE ................. 104.00
AEROPRO DRIVE FRENCH . 104.00
B’FLY 19, 21 ........................... 21.95
B’FLY 23, 25 ........................... 24.95
NADAL JR—19, 21 ................. 24.95
NADAL JR—23, 25, 26........... 29.95
PURE DRIVE RODDICK JR . 104.00
%6/-01
BIOMIMETIC 300 / 500 .......... 79.00
BIOTEC 500 19, 21, 23, 25 .... 19.95
GAMMA
QUICK KIDS 19, 21, 23, 25 ... 12.95
)&"%
MICROGEL PRESTIGE 26 ..... 68.95
RADICAL 19, 23, 25 ............... 19.95
RADICAL JUNIOR 26 ............. 54.95
SPEED 21, 23, 25 ................... 14.95
YOUTEK IG INSTINCT ........... 94.95
YOUTEK IG SPEED ................ 94.95
13*/$&
03 HYBRID SHARAPOVA 26+ 66.95
03 TOUR 26+ .......................... 74.95
EX03 REBEL 26 ...................... 74.95
EX03 TOUR 26 ....................... 84.95
EX03 TOUR 26+ ..................... 89.95
AIRO ACE 23 OR 25 .............. 31.95
AIRO REBEL TOUR 19,21,23,25 . 20.95
AIRO SHARAPOVA 23, 25 ..... 29.95
AIRO TEAM MARIA 19,21,23,25 . 20.95
TOUR 25, 26 ........................... 64.95
8*-40/
BLADE BLX 23, 25 ................. CALL
BLADE ‘11 25 ......................... 29.95
BLADE ‘11 26 ......................... 38.95
BLADE ‘11 PINK 23 ............... 23.95
BLADE ‘11 PINK 25 ............... 38.95
FEDERER 2010 19,21,23,25 .. 18.95
PRO BLX 25 OR 26................ 79.95
SIX-ONE 26 BLX .................... 59.95
VENUS/SERENA ‘10 21,23,25 16.95

BABOLAT
B BALL............. BAG OF 24 52.95
KID BALL .. BUCKET OF 36 49.95
%6/-01
SPEED... 2.95 EA. / 12-PACK 23.95
STAGE 1, 2 TRAINING 1 CAN 3.50
STAGE 3 TRAINING 12-PACK 11.50
(".."1"$,4
QUICK KIDS 36 FELT (2.75”) ...12.95
QUICK KIDS 36 FOAM (3.25”) .24.95
QUICK KIDS 60 FELT (2.5”).....13.95
QUICK KIDS 78 FELT (2.5”).....13.95
REVOLUTION FOAM (3.5”) ......26.95
0/$06350''$0635
QS36 / QS60 / QS78 .............. 68.95
QUICK CART—150 BALLS .. 143.95
13*/$&
PLAY & STAY 1, 2 OR 3 ..........CALL
1&//1"$,4
CONTROL+ (GREEN) ............12.95
QST 36 FOAM .......................19.95
QST 36 OR 60 FELT ..............12.95
8*-40/
STARTER FOAM .......... 6-PK 13.95
STARTER EASY ............ 3-PK 3.25
STARTER GAME ........... 3-PK 2.98
STARTER PLAY—
4 PER CAN ......... 6 CANS 22.98
U.S. OPEN-RED.......36 BOX 34.98
U.S. OPEN-ORG ......48 BOX 39.98

5&"$)*/("*%4
CONE MARKER 2—10 PK......7.95
FIRST SET KIT.....................154.95
18’ JUNIOR NET....................98.95
TARGET CONE ... 6” 2.95 / 9” 3.95
KNOCKDOWN TARGETS (2) ..39.95
POP-UP TARGETS (2) ...........29.95
RAINBOW SPOTS (6) ............21.95

FREE FREIGHT
:&"38"33"/5*&4
ELITE ................................... 1089.00
ELITE FREEDOM .................. 799.00

&26*11&%8*5)&-*5&
13&.*6.'"45$)"3(&3
8*3&-&443&.05&
ELITE 2................................ 1667.00
ELITE 3................................ 1917.00
ELITE GRAND SLAM IV ..... 2318.00
ELITE GRAND SLAM V ...... 2618.00
ELITE GRAND SLAM V LE 2849.00

453*/(*/(
."$)*/&4
FREE FREIGHT
8"33"/5*&4
5"#-&5014
'-003.0%&-4
%3018&*()54
$3"/,4
&-&$53*$4
from
GAMMA
13*/$&

5&//*4#"(4#"$,1"$,4
)&"%
ATP ‘11—BLACK OR BLUE:
COMBI................................. 39.95
PRO ..................................... 29.95
CLASSIC:
ALL COURT ........................ 79.95
BACK PACK ........................ 54.95
COMBI................................. 74.95
SPORT................................. 59.95
DJOKOVIC ‘11:
BACK PACK ........................ 64.95
COMBI................................. 74.95
MONSTER COMBI.............. 89.95
ELITE:
ALL COURT ........................ 64.95
BACK PACK ........................ 39.95
PRO ..................................... 43.95
SUPER COMBI ................... 57.95
MURRAY:
BACK PACK ........................ 64.95
COMBI................................. 74.95
MONSTER COMBI.............. 89.95
SHARAPOVA:
CLUB ................................... 64.95
COMBI................................. 84.95
TOUR TEAM ‘11:
ALL COURT ........................ 79.95
BACK PACK / PRO ............ 54.95
COMBI................................. 74.95
MONSTER COMBI.............. 89.95
WHITE LIMITED EDITION
MONSTER COMBI............ 119.95
BABOLAT
AERO:
6-RACKET ........................... 79.95
9-RACKET ........................... 84.95
12-RACKET ......................... 89.95
CLUB—COLORS:
BACK PACK / 3-RACQUET 34.95
6-RACKET ........................... 39.95
12-RACQUET ...................... 49.95
TOURNAMENT—BLUE....... 54.95
CLUB FRENCH OPEN:
BACK PACK ........................ 39.95
6-RACKET ........................... 44.95
TEAM—COLORS:
BACK PACK ........................ 49.95
3-RACKET ........................... 44.95
6-RACKET ........................... 54.95
9-RACKET ........................... 64.95
12-RACKET ......................... 74.95
COMPETITION—BLACK .... 59.95
TEAM FRENCH OPEN:
6-RACKET ........................... 59.95

adidas

13*/$&
HIBISCUS:
BACK PACK ........................ 39.00
TRIPLE ................................ 39.00
TOTE ................................... 29.95
RACQUET PACK—BLACK:
BACK PACK (HOLDS 3) ..... 39.95
RACQUET PACK-ROYAL/GREEN:
BACK PACK ........................ 44.00
REBEL:
BACK PACK ........................ 49.00
6-PACK ................................ 49.00
12-PACK .............................. 79.00
SINGLE RACQUET COVER ..... 4.95
T22 TEAM—COLORS:
6-PACK ................................ 39.00
12-PACK .............................. 49.00
THUNDER:
BACK PACK ........................ 54.00
6-PACK ................................ 59.00
SUPER-6 ............................. 69.00
TRIPLE ................................ 49.00
TOUR TEAM:
BACK PACK-PNK/ORG/GRN 49.00
6-PACK—PINK/ORANGE ... 69.00
TOTE—PINK ....................... 39.00
TRIPLE—GREEN/PINK....... 44.00
WATER BOTTLE BAG-GRN 20.00
WHEEL DUFFLE—GREEN . 89.00
8*-40/
ADVANTAGE TRIPLE.............. 19.95
BLX CLUB:
BACK PACK ........................ 54.95
DUFFLE ............................... 59.95
PREMIUM RACQUET-LG ... 69.95
PREMIUM RACQUET-SM... 59.95
SUPER SLING..................... 39.95
BLX TEAM 2:
BACK PACK ........................ 49.95
3-PACK ................................ 44.95
6-PACK—COLORS ............. 49.95
DUFFLE ............................... 54.95
SUPER 6—COLORS ........... 59.95
TRIPLE ................................ 35.95
BLX TOUR—COLORS:
BACK PACK ........................ 59.95
6 PACK ................................ 69.95
6 PLUS ................................ 69.95
FEDERER SUPER 6.......... 109.95
SUPER 6 ............................. 84.95
TRAVELER........................... 79.95
BLX TOUR PRO—BLK/YELLOW:
6-PACK ................................ 69.95
SUPER 6-PACK .................. 84.95
HOPE ‘11:
BACK PACK ........................ 44.95
TOTE ................................... 34.95
TRIPLE ................................ 39.95
PRO STAFF:
BACK PACK ........................ 29.95
6-PACK ................................ 37.95
SUPER 6 ............................. 41.95
TRIPLE ................................ 29.95
RACQUET EQUIPMENT:
BACK PACK ........................ 27.95
6-PACK ................................ 27.95
TRIPLE ................................ 19.95
U.S. OPEN ‘11:
BACK PACK / TRIPLE ........ 39.95
6-PACK ................................ 49.95
DUFFLE ............................... 36.95
SLING .................................. 29.95

ADILIBRIA WORKOUT ...........69.95
BARRICADE II TOUR:
BACK PACK ........................39.95
3-PACK ................................35.95
6-PACK ................................59.95
SQUAD DUFFLE .....................29.95
STRIKER MEDIUM DUFFLE .. 29.95
STRIKER LARGE DUFFLE ..... 36.95
TENNIS GYM SACK ............... CALL
TENNIS TRIPLE ...................... 49.95
%6/-01
BIOMIMETIC—COLORS:
3-PACK ................................ 39.00
6-PACK ................................ 69.00
10-PACK .............................. 79.00
BACK PACK—BLACK ........ 39.00
HOLD ALL—BLACK ........... 89.00
(".."t130,&//&9t5&$/*'*#3&t70-,6/%&3"3.063t:0/&9t8)",4",4t.03&
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SEE OUR NEWEST ITEMS & SPE
SPECIALS
CIALS

FREE GROUND SHIPPING
ORDERS $69.95 OR MORE*
OR LOW $5.75 FOR
ORDERS UNDER $69.95

OPTIONAL SHIPPING
SHIPPING SERVICES
SERVICES A
AVAILABLE
VAILA
A BLE
2 DA
DAY
AY
Y AIR
NEXT DA
DAY
AY
Y AIR

* EX
EXCLUDES
CLUDES B
BALLS
ALLS & C
COURT
OURT EQUIPMENT

410-687-6400

ONLINE — PHONE — MAIL — F
FAX
AX — SHOP 1-OF-A-KIND
1-OF
SHOWROOM OUTLET
:0631"44*0/*406341&$*"-5:
:
0631"44*0
0/*406341&$*"-5:

4*/$&3"$26&54t4)0&4t"$$&4403*&4t$0635&26*1.&/5
4*/$&3"$26&54t4)0&4t"$$&4403*&4t$0635&26*1.&/5

TENNIS
BALLS
B
ALLS

#1 SITE www.holabirdsports.com
www.holabirdsports.com O
OVER
VER 5000 ITEMS
ALL RA
RACQUET
CQUET PRICES
PRICES IN
INCLUDE
CLUDE
E STRIN
S
STRINGING—AVAILABLE
GING—A
AVA
AILABLE UNSTRUNG
UNSTRUNG UPON REQUEST
FREE STRING
STRING UPGRADES
UPGRADES ON MOST
MOST RACQUETS
RA
RACQUETS $125 OR MORE
BABOLAT
BABOLA
AT

HEAD
:065&,
 *( &953&.&.*% 07&3 169.95
 *( &953&.& 130 ............ 169.95
IG INSTINCT—MIDPLUS.. 169.95
IG INSTINCT S .................. 159.95
IG SPEED ELITE / LITE.... 189.95
 *( 41&&%.*%  9 .. 199.95
 *( 41&&%.*%  9 .. 199.95
IG SPEED-MIDPLUS 300 . 199.95
INSTINCT ............................ 99.95
 .0+0 ................................ 129.95
 13&45*(&.*%.*% .... 199.95
PRESTIGE PRO ................ 199.95
3"
"%*$"-.*% 0
07&3.... 159.95
 3
RADICAL PRO—100......... 159.95
RADICAL LITE .................. 149.95
 3
3"
"1503.*%   07&3 .... 99.95
STAR THREE—BLK/WHT. 159.95
STAR FOUR ...................... 179.95
STAR FIVE ......................... 199.95
 45"3 4*9 ........................... 229.95
STAR SEVEN ..................... 249.95
I.S. 12 ...................................... 84.95
LIQUIDMETAL 4...................... 69.95
LIQUIDMETAL 8...................... 79.95
LIQUIDMETAL 3"%*$"-.% 07 79.95
.&5"--*9  ............................ 74.95
.&5"--*9  ............................ 79.95
.*$30(&- .0+0.................. 49.95
MICROGEL 3"%*$"-.% 07 . 89.95
MICROGEL 3"1503.*% .... 49.95
5* 3"%*$"- &-*5& A ........... 34.95
TI S5 COMFORT ZONE ......... 64.95
TI S6 ........................................ 74.95

PRINCE
PRINCE
&90 #-"$
$, .............. 189.00
&90 #-"$
$, 5&". ... 169.00
&90 #-6& A........... 229.00
&90 #-6& ................. 199.00
&90 ):#3*%   ..... 99.00
&90 ):#3*% ............... 79.00
&90 ):#3*% (0-% ... 99.00
&90 ):#3*% 3&% ...... 99.00
&90 3&#&-................. 189.00
&90 3&#&- 5&". ..... 169.00
&90 3&% A............. 229.00
&90 3&% ................... 199.00
&90 4*-7&3 A ........ 229.00
&90 4*-7&3 .............. 199.00
&90 5063 99) 189.00
&90 5063 -*5&........ 149.00
&90 5063 5&". ..... 169.00
&90 8)*5&-*5& . 179.00
O3 BLUE—OVER .................... 89.95
O3 RED / O3 SILLVER ............. 94.95
O3 WHITE—MIDPLUS ........... 89.95
O3 ):#3*% )03/&5.*% 07 79.95
O3 ):#3*% 4)"3,.*% 07.. 75.95
O3 ):#3*% 41&$536.07&3 69.95
AIRO IGNITE—MIDPLUS ....... 44.95
AIRO MARIA TI / WINNER-OV. 39.95
AIRO THUNDER—MIDPLUS . 44.95
GRAPHITE CLASSIC-MD/OV . 129.00
OZONE 1, 4, 7 ........................ CALL
0;0/& 5063.*% ............ 89.95
THUNDER RIP—OVER........... 79.95
5063 %*"#-0.*%.*% . 129.00
TRIPLE THREA
AT:
BANDIT—OVER .................. 59.95
CLOUD—OVER ................... 59.95
SCREAM—110 .................... 56.95
HORNET TUNGSTEN-OVER 64.95

BUY
BUY 2 OR MORE &
SA
AVE $10.00 EACH
EACH
SAVE
DRIVE Z 09 LITE ............... 129.00
PURE STORM GT ............. 129.00
PURE STORM LTD ............ 129.00
PURE STORM 5063 (5 129.00

PURE DRI
VER
DRIVER
AUTO
GRAPH EDITION
AUTOGRAPH
TEAM 12-PACK
12-P
PACK BAG
BAG
ONL
LY 29.95
ONLY
ALUE
74.95 V
VALUE
W/ PURCHASE OF ANY
PURE DRIVE RACQUET
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST
AERO STORM GT/TOUR GT 185.00
AEROPRO %3*7& (5 (5 .. 189.00
AEROPRO DRIVE GT FRENCH . 199.00
AEROPRO LITE GT ................ 179.00
AEROPRO TEAM GT .............. 185.00
%3*7& ; A -*5& ................. 159.00
E-SENSE COMP—100 ........... 99.00
E-SENSE LITE—100 ............... 89.00
OVERDRIVE—105................. 179.00
OVERDRIVE—110................. 189.00
163& %3*7& (5  (5 ....... 185.00
PURE DRIVE GT 107 / LITE 185.00
PURE DRIVE GT 30%%*$,
, 189.00
PURE STORM A (5-5% (5 . 179.00
PURE STORM A 5&". (5 ... 179.00
PURE STORM A 5063 (5 179.00
94 ................................ 119.00
94 ................................ 129.00
:  03  ....................... 159.00
:    -5%34(4
45% .... 99.00

WILSON SUMMER SLAM—$30 OFF
THE FOLLOWIN
FOLLOWING
GB
BLX
LX RACQUETS
RACQUETS
NOW THRU 9/30/11—WHILE SUPPLIES LAST
PRICES SHOWN REFLECT YOUR SA
AVINGS
PRO LITE—102..................... 129.00
PRO OPEN-100 / TOUR-96 . 149.00
4*90/& 9 ........... 169.00
4*90/& -*5&.............. 149.00

4*90/& 5&". ............. 169.00
4*90/& 5063 ............. 169.00
TOUR—95 ............................. 159.00
TOUR LITE—103 .................. 129.00

BRAND
B
RAND NEW WILSON DEMOS

13&4536/( t /0 $07&3
, 5063 5&". '9 ......................................... 69.95

MANY OTHER MODELS—CALL
MODELS—CALL FOR GREAT
GREA
AT DEALS!
#-9 #-"%&BLADE PINK-98 189.00
#-9 #-"%& -*5&1*/,. 179.00
#-9 #-"%& 5&"....... 179.00
#-9 #-"%& 5063........ 199.00
#-9 #0-% ..................... 99.00
#-9 $*&3;0 580 ...... 269.00
#-9 $*3364 0/& ...... 269.00
#-9 $03"- 3&&' ...... 149.00
#-9 ,)".4*/ '*7& ... 229.00
#-9 4*90/& 9 .. 199.00
#-9 453"564 5)3&& 249.00
#-9 463(& ................ 129.00
#-9 5&.1&45 '063 . 179.00
#-9 5*%"- '03$& ..... 149.00
#-9 5063 -*.*5&% ..... 199.00

FEDERER—110 ...................... 29.95
):1&3 )"..&3 07&3.. 79.00
K BLADE—98 ....................... 129.00
K BLADE TEAM—104 .......... 129.00
K BLADE TOUR—93 ............ 129.00
K BOLD—100 ......................... 59.95
, '063 '9 ................. 119.00
, 4*90/& 9 ....... 129.00
, 4*90/& 5&". ......... 129.00
, 4*9580 .................... 79.00
K SURGE—100 ....................... 99.00
, 5063 5&". '9 ........ 84.95
K ZEN—103 ............................ 89.00
N TOUR TWO—95.................. 89.00
U.S. OPEN—103 ..................... 35.95

RQIS 2 TOUR ......................... 99.00
RQIS 10—102 ....................... 114.95
S-FIT 1 / S-FIT 1 LIGHT-100 159.00
S-FIT 3—105......................... 189.00
S-FIT 5—112......................... 199.00
ULLTIMUM RD TI 80 .............. 169.00
7$0/ 9 .................. 179.00
VCORE—95D / 98D / 100S.. 189.00
VCORE TEAM ....................... 149.00

(".."t5&$/*'*#3&t130,&//&9t40-*/$0
(".."t5&$/*'*#3&t130,&//&9t40-*/$0
ALL MODELS
DELS AVAILABLE
AV
AVAILABLE

ASICS—GEL
ASICS—GEL
EXCLUSIVES
EX
CLUSIVES — C
CALL
ALL
* CHALLENGER 8—M/L ........ CALL
ATE 2—M/L ................ CALL
* DEDICA
* GAME 3—MEN & LADIES ... CALL
* RESOLUTION 3—M/L.......... CALL

K-SWISS
APPROACH 2—M/L............. 64.95
* BIGSHOTT-MEN & LADIES . 114.99
* DEFIER DS—MEN/LADIES . 94.99
DEFIER RS—M/L ................. 69.95
DEFIER MI SOUL TECH-M/L . 109.99
GRANCOURT 2—M/L .......... 39.95
GLACIA
ATOR SCD—M/L ....... 84.99
SPEEDSTER TENNIS—M/L 74.99
STTABILOR SLS—M/L........... 89.99
TUBES TENNIS 100—M/L... 89.99
ULLTRASCENDOR—M/L ......... 74.99
ULLTRASCENDOR-MID-M/L .... 79.99
UPROAR 4—MEN/LADIES .. 49.95

VOLKL
VOLKL
C-10 PRO—98 2011 ............. 159.99
03("/*9  ........................... 199.99
03("/*9  03  ( ....... 184.99
03("/*9 ((... 189.99
POWER BRIDGE 1—115 ........ 249.99
POWER BRIDGE 2—115 ........ 219.99
POWER BRIDGE 3—110 ........ 199.99
POWER BRIDGE 4—105 .......... 99.99
POWER BRIDGE 5—102 ........ 119.99
POWER BRIDGE 6—100 .......... 79.99
POWER BRIDGE 7—98 .......... 179.99
POWER BRIDGE 8-295G-100... 99.99
POWER BRIDGE 8-315G-100 119.99
POWER BRIDGE 9—98 .......... 99.99
POWER BRIDGE 10—98 .......... 99.99
POWER BRIDGE 10—MID ..... 189.99
108&3 #3*%(& 7.% 07 199.99
TOUR SCORCHER ................. 99.99
V1 CLASSIC—102 ................ 179.99

ADIPURE PRO—M/L ........... CALL
 "%*163& 130 -69.&/ . 89.95
ADIZERO ACE—M/L............ CALL
ADIZERO ALLEGRA—L ....... 71.95
ADIZERO FEA
ATHER—M/L ... CALL
ADIZERO ("-"99:: &-*5&.. CALL
ADIZERO TEMP
PAIA-LADIES CALL
AMBITION STRIPES—M/L .. CALL
BARRICADE 2—M/L ............ CALL
* BARRICADE 6—MEN .......... CALL
* BARRICADE ADILIBRIA-L ... CALL
BARRICADE TEAM—M/L .... CALL
BARRICADE TRAINER—M.. CALL
BERCUDA—MEN/LADIES ... CALL
NASTTASE
A MILLENNIUM-M . 46.95
RESPONSE—MEN ............... 56.95
RESPONSE COMP—LADIES 79.95
RESPONSE CUSHION 20-L 75.95
RESPONSE TEAM—MEN.... 67.95
ROD LAAVVER—COLORS—M .... 49.95
STAN SMITH 2-COLORS-M 49.95
TEAM COMPETITION—M ... CALL

* IMPULSE—MEN .................. 49.95
* INSANE PRO—MEN .......... 119.95
* PRESTIGE PRO—LADIES ... 99.95
* PRESTIGE PRO 2—MEN .... 99.95
* RADICAL PRO 2—MEN....... 89.95
* SPEED PRO—M/L ............... CALL

DUNLOP

DIADORA
SPEED PRO—MEN ................ 89.95
SPEED STTAR 2—MEN ........... 94.95

TENNIS SHOES
$0/7&34& t '*-" t -"$045&
3&&#0, t 53&503/ t :0/&9
CALL FOR GREA
AT PRICES!

BALL
B
ALL HOPPERS / PI
PICK-UPS
CK-UPS / C
CARTS
ARTS / TUBES
TUBES
HOPPERS
C
CARTS
ARTS
GOLD HI RISE (75) .............. 34.95
EZ TRA
AVEL (150 BALLS) .. 119.95
GOLD PRO (85) ................... 37.49
TRA
AVEL (220 BALLS) ........ 174.95
HI RISE (75) ......................... 24.95
BRUTE TEACH (325 BALLS) .. 159.95
HOPPETTE (50) ................... 18.95
ONCOUR
RT OFFCOUR
RT:
PRO (85)............................... 26.49
COACH’S (250) .............. 163.95
PRO PLUS (110) .................. 30.95
 %&-69& $-6#  ..... 173.95
RISETTE (50)........................ 22.95
MINI COACH’S (150) ..... 133.95
ROLLER HOPPER (150) .... 189.95
TOURNA SAMPRAS
WHOPPER (140) .................. 33.95
BALLPORTS
BALLPORTS
TENNIS B
BALL
ALL TU
TUBE
BE
MINI-BALLPORT (36) .......... 17.95
HOLDS 18 BALLS-COLORS. 24.95
BALLPOR
RT (80) ................... 22.95
TENN-TUBE
TENN-TUBE
WITH 15 QUICK STTART #1 OR #2 BALLS ........................ EACH 39.95

A

TENNIS SHOES
NEW B
BALANCE
ALANCE
adidas

HEAD

AEROGEL 4D 100 / 200 TOUR 99.00
AEROGEL 4D 300/500/700 .... 99.00
AEROGEL 4D 300/500 LITE .. 99.00
AEROGEL 4D 300/500 TOUR 99.00
"&30(&- % '*'5: -*5&... 99.00
AEROGEL 4D SUPERLITE ..... 99.00
BIOMIMETIC 200.................. 169.00
BIOMIMETIC 200 / 600 LITE 159.00
BIOMIMETIC 200 PLUS ....... 179.00
BIOMIMETIC 300 TOUR ...... 179.00
BIOMIMETIC 300/500/600 ... 169.00
BIOMIMETIC 500 PLUS/TOUR 179.00

YONEX
EZONE 100 / 107 / 100 LIGHT 199.00
&;0/& 3"--:............... 99.00
&;0/& 5&".  5&". ...... 159.00
RDIS 100—93 OR 98 ............. 93.95
RDIS 200 / 200 LIGHT—98.. 179.00
RDIS 300—100 ....................... 89.95
32*4  5063 9-
COMP LITE—95.................. 84.95
TEAM LITE—100 ................ 84.95

WILSON

CALL
ALL

ALL BALLS YELLOW
3 PER CAN UNLESS
OTHERWISE NOTED

MEN’S
* 548 ................... D.......... 4E ... 44.95
* 655 ................... D.. EE .. 4E ... 63.95
* 804 ............. B .. D.. EE .. 4E ... 79.95
851 COLORS ... D.. EE .......... 77.95
900 COLORS ... D.. EE .......... CALL
1004 BLACK.... D.. EE .. 4E ... 89.95
1004 WHITE .... D.. EE .. 4E ... 95.95
1187 COLORS . D.. EE ........ 109.95
LADIES’
* 655 ............. AA .. B .D ........... 63.95
* 804 ............. AA .. B .D ........... 79.95
851 COLORS ..... B .D ........... 77.95
900 COLORS ..... B .D ........... CALL
1004 COLORS AA .. B .D ........... 95.95
1187 COLORS AA .. B ............. 109.95

PRINCE
PRIN
CE
EXCLUSIVES
EXCLUSIVES
* NFS VIPER V--3/4-MEN
-3
... 79.95
* QT SCREAM—MID—M .. 55.95
* T10—MEN ....................... 64.95
* NFS VIPER 5—LOW—M ..... 74.00
* NFS VIPER 5—MID—M ....... 79.00
QT SCREAM—LOW—M/L... 52.95
* REBEL LS—MEN ................. CALL
* SCREAM 3—LOW/MID-M/L CALL
SERVE—MEN ....................... 36.95
* T10 OR T22—M/L ................ CALL
* T20—LADIES........................ 79.00
* T22—MID—MEN .................. CALL
* T22—ALL TEAM COLORS—M/L
CALL FOR TEAM PRICING

WILSON
ADVVANTTAGE COURT 4-LADIES .. 26.95
PRO STTAFF COURT—M/L ..... 39.95
PRO STTAFF LEA
ATHER-M/L.... 50.00
PRO STTAFF MESH—MEN ..... 44.95
PRO STTAFF TRIGOR—MEN .. 49.95
PRO STTAFF VICTRESS—L .... 49.95
TOUR FANTOM—M/L ............ 55.95
TOUR SPERO-MEN/LADIES.. 52.95
TOUR SPIN 2-COLORS-M/L . 90.00
TOUR VISION-COLORS-M/L. CALL

B
ABOLA
BABOLAT
AT
DRIVE—MEN ........................ 39.00
* PROPULSE 2—M/L ............. 69.00
* PROPULSE 3—MEN.......... 109.00
* PROPULSE 3—LADIES ..... 104.00
* TEAM ALL COUR
RT 4—M .... 59.00
RT 4-BLK-M 59.00
* TEAM ALL COUR
 5&". $-": $06355 . .. 59.00
 5&". -"%:  ...................... 49.95
* V-PRO
PRO "-- $0635  $-":. 89.00
* V-PRO "-- $0635 45:-&.. 89.00
 7130 -"%: ........................ 85.00

LOTTO

CHAMPIONSHIP
CHAMPIONSHIP
DUNLOP
ALL SURF
FA
AC
CE
OR HARD COURT
12 CANS 27.98
24 CANS 51.98
HIGH AL
LTITUDE
TITUDE
6 CANS 13.98
ALL SURF
FA
ACE
4 PER CAN
12 CANS 35.98

GAMMA
ALL COURT
12 CANS 27.00

PENN
REG./X-DUTY
12 CANS 29.50
24 CANS 55.50
HIGH AL
LTITUDE
TITUDE
6 CANS 15.50

PRINCE
X-DUTY
12 CANS 30.50

WILSON
REG./X-DUTY
24 CANS 58.95
X-DUTY 4 BALL CAN
18 CANS 58.98
HIGH AL
LTITUDE
TITUDE
6 CANS 15.50

PREMIUM
BABOLAT
BABOLA
AT
ALL COURT
6 CANS 23.70
24 CANS 74.95

DUNLOP
ALL SURF
FA
ACE
OR HARD COURT
A-PLA
AY
YER
6 CANS 17.94
24 CANS 64.99
GRAND PRIX
12 CANS 28.98
24 CANS 56.00

GAMMA
PRO TOUR
REG./X-DUTY
6 CANS 17.75

PENN
ATP REG./X-DUTY
12 CANS 29.98
ATP X-DUTY
4 PER CAN
6 CANS 19.98
RADICAL 2-TONE
6 CANS 16.75
TITA
ANIUM X-DUTY
12 CANS 30.98

PRINCE
TOUR REG./X-DUTY
6 CANS 16.50

WILSON
U.S. OPEN

 13*."$
$: -"%*&4 .......... 69.95
HARD—GRASS
* RAPTOR ULLTRA 2—M/L ..... 99.00
CLA
AY/INDOOR
JR. TENNIS SHOES
* SET MASTER 3—MEN ........ 79.95
12 CANS 34.99
adidas ADIZERO ACE ............ CALL * VECTOR 3—MEN................. 71.95 HARD-CLA
AY/INDOOR
adidas BARRICADE 6 ............ CALL
24 CANS 69.99
* 6 MONTH LTD.
adidas BARRICADE TEAM .... CALL
LTD. WEAR
HIGH AL
LTITUDE
TITUDE
adidas("-"9:&-*5& ........... 37.95
SHOE G
UARANTEE
GUARANTEE
6 CANS 17.50
adidas STTAN
AN SMITH............... 39.95
ASICS RESOLUTION 3 .......... 54.95
PRACTICE
PRA
CTICE — 24 C
CANS
ANS
BABOLA
AT ALL COUR
RT 4 ....... 39.95
DUNLOP....................... 45.98 PENN COACH .............. 44.98
BABOLA
AT PROPULSE 2 TI .... 39.95
%6/-01999............... 36.95 1&//999 .................... 39.98
BABOLA
AT PROPULSE 3 ........ 59.95 GAMMA PRO ............... 42.98 WILSON ....................... 49.98
BABOLA
AT TEAM REVERSE ... 39.95
#"#0-"5 7130  45:-& ..... 49.95
PRESSURELESS TENNIS B
BALLS
ALLS
HEAD INSANE PRO ............... 64.95
TRETORN
TOURNA
HEAD PRESTIGE PRO 200.... 44.95
BAG OF 18 ................... 12.25
.*$309
K-SWISS UPROAR 4.............. 43.95
3-PA
ACK—4 CANS ........ 19.75 TOTE OF 50 ................. 33.98
LOTTO RAPTOR ULLTRA 2 ..... 49.95


0
8
.
117.95
#
"
(
0
'



:
&
WILSON
NEW BALANCE 655 ............... 47.95
BAG OF 72—2-TONE 117.95 BAG OF 18 .................. 14.95
PRINCE REBEL ...................... 59.00
#
0
9
0
'

 .................. 38.95
PENN
PRINCE T22 ............................ CALL
BAG OF 12 .................... 9.50
GAMMA
WILSON TOUR VISION .......... 49.95
BAG OF 18 .................. 13.98 BAG OF 18 .................. 14.50
WILSON TOUR FANTOM ....... 39.95
BUCKET 48 BALLS..... 41.98 BAG OF 60 2-TONE .... 59.98
WILSON PRO STTAFF COUR
RT . 33.95
DUNLOP
."/: 05)&3 +6/*03 4)0&4
RUNNING, SOCCER & MORE
BUCKET 48 BALLS...... 34.98
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An “Insiders” Guide to the

are only the greatest doubles team in the history
of the sport, and they’re playing here for a
record 12th Grand Slam tournament title. The
Bryans are great players and good guys—never a
bad reason to root.

US OPEN

atch at least one match in Louis Armstrong
Stadium. In the days B.A. (Before Ashe), it
was the centerpiece of this place, and most of
the names carved in the US Open trophies
made their names on this court. Even scaled
down from its original size, there’s a real feeling
of history that looms large here. If you squint
real hard, you can still see Jimmy Connors
pumping his fist after a magnificent shot. Just
don’t squint any harder than that, because you
never know what Jimmy might do next.

C

BY MARK PRESTON

I don’t get outside much
during the US Open.

T

f you need a short respite from tennis, take in
the view of the grounds from the promenade
level of Arthur Ashe Stadium. Short of booking passage in a blimp, this is truly the most
spectacular vista you’ll find in this place. Acres
of blue and green cement stretch out before
you, bordered on all sides by scenic postcards
of the world’s greatest city. When the sunset
illuminates the New York skyline, you’ll feel
like applauding.

I

here is no better place—maybe anywhere—to watch a tennis match than in
the Grandstand. Stake out a spot and stay
awhile. Every seat puts you close to the action,
and when the place is packed, that action
reaches right up into your seat, shakes you,
and screams in your face, “Aren’t you glad
you’re not watching this on a 13-inch TV?!?!”

T

rab a seat somewhere by the fountains in
the South Plaza outside of Ashe Stadium
for 20 minutes and watch the world go by.
You’ll see famous faces and just plain folks,
thrown together like some sort of casting call
for a Fellini film. It’s a scene that speaks to the
widespread appeal of tennis—and the widespread misbelief that anyone can look good in
tennis clothes.

G

f, like me, you get really tired of all the worrying and whining about the state of U.S.
tennis, go watch the Bryan brothers play doubles. U.S. Davis Cup stalwarts Bob and Mike

I

Bob Straus

I know that a lot of people think working
at the Open is a glamorous gig—and that’s
true, if you’re working your way toward a trophy. But I spend the better part of the Flushing
fortnight inside the Media Center, sequestered
in a room about half the size of the average
Kardashian closet, pecking away at my laptop
while keeping track of each day’s activities on a
13-inch TV that probably represented the cutting edge of technology during the Kennedy
administration. Glamorous it ain’t.
I mention my time inside at the Open
because it has made me really appreciate
spending time outside at the Open. Yes, by the
end of the tournament, most moles have a
better tan than I, but because my time outside
is so limited, I like to make the most of it. If
you would also like to make the most of your
US Open experience, allow me to give you a
few “insider’s” tips:

he first three days of this tournament are,
to my way of thinking, the best. While
every day here has its own unique energy and
appeal, the electricity and anticipation that
accompany Monday-Wednesday of that first
week make those days something special.
Everyone is playing; every court is hopping. It’s
like this big all-you-can-eat buffet of tennis.
You may need a nap when you’re done, but
you’ll thoroughly enjoy gorging.

astly, if you’re here late at night, grab a
burger and a beverage, find a table in the
Food Village, and watch the late matches on
the outdoor video screens. This is the perfect
ending to a day at the Open. Being out there
on a warm night as the crowd around you
reacts to every big point played out on these
giant screens is a distinctly unique US Open
experience. In a sense, this is the real essence of
the Open—a wave of excitement so big that it
simply can’t be contained inside the walls of
the Stadium, instead washing out across the
grounds and stopping everyone in their place.
No one wants to leave, because no one wants
to miss a thing.
Of course, some of us have to get back
inside. ●
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The Grandstand puts you
close to the action.
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